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County Lines’ This Old House

Can you get five in a row?
BINGO

Win Like a Preservationist
If  you complete five in a row, you've officially 
earned your “This Old House Detective” badge.

When you complete your BINGO 
card, post it on social media and 
tag us @CountyLinesMagazine.

Bonus  
Challenges 

See if you  
can also spot:

 A symmetrical façade

 Random-width floorboards

 Handmade stone masonry

 A walk-in fireplace clue 

 Original hardware or hinges

 A room added to the original 
house

 An outbuilding –  
(springhouse, carriage house)

 Decorative moldings or dentils

 A fireplace mantel from a 
different period than the house

 Different stone or mortar 
showing an addition

Blackout Challenge: How many of  
the 24 architectural features can you 
find before The Day ends?

half can be opened independently, but to 
open the lower half, both halves must open 
at once.

INTERIOR DETAILS
After you’ve observed some clues from 

studying the house’s exterior, you may start to 
better understand its story. Now you’re ready 
to enter the historic home — perhaps after 
donning booties to protect original floors. 
There’s so much to see in the interiors, and 
spaces can get crowded, so this list is short.

Window cheek walls are the walls that 
enclose interior window sills. If the walls are 
straight, then the house was probably built 
before 1820, but if rounded, then built after 
1820. 

Fireplace depth is an interesting detail to 
note because the deeper the fireplace, the older 
the house. As the 18th century wound down, 
fireplaces became shallower as builders learned 
how to construct fireplaces that were shallower 
yet threw more heat from the fire into the 
room. (Deeper fireplaces result in more heat 
going up the chimney.) And by 1820, wood 
stoves, which had become popular for heating 
and cooking, didn’t require deep fireplaces. 

In fact, by the late Victorian era, wood stoves 
were stand-alone appliances that fed directly 
into a flue replacing fireplaces.

Floor boards are generally wider the  
older the house. For 18th-century and  
early-19th-century floors, which had  
random-width floorboards, even the  
narrower boards were relatively wide. By 
the mid-Victorian era, floor boards were uni-
form medium width, while by the early 20th 
century, they’d become uniformly narrow.

Floors and ceilings can tell you where 
walls were originally located. Look for the 
“ghosts” of past walls found where floor 
board direction or width changes. You may 
see a line on the floor where the wall used to 
meet it. On ceilings, look for long, narrow 
bumps that run from one wall to another 
in the ceiling plaster. Or, note a solitary 
exposed beam in the middle of the ceiling of 
an existing room that may be evidence that a 
wall was removed.

After observing these features of the homes, 
are you ready to play County Lines’ This Old 
House Bingo? ©
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Jane E. Dorchester has 
been an architectural and 
local historian, historic 
preservationist, lecturer, 
researcher and writer since 
1983. She’s researched the 
histories of many prop-
erties, conducted historic 
resource inventories and 
surveys, written historic 
impact studies, National Register nominations and 
more. She provides historic preservation consulting 
services based in East Goshen Township. Contact her at 
JEditorHSPV@Gmail.com.

6.	 Portico at Radley Run  
Country Club

7.	 Wraparound porch at Painter’s 
Folly in Chadds Ford

8.	 Single-leaf door at a home in 
West Chester

9.	 Casement window at Radley 
Run Country Club

10.	 Double-leaf door at a home in 
West Chester

11.	 Dutch door at Radley Run 
Country Club
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