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Forbes ranks Patti #1 Top Women Wealth Advisor in the State

and #12 Top Women Wealth Advisor in the Nation!

Securities offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Key Financial Inc. Osaic Wealth Inc. is separately owned and other entities and/or marketing names, products or services referenced here
are independent of Osaic Wealth Inc.

The Barron’s Hall of Fame acknowledges advisors who have appeared in Barron’s annual Top 100 Advisor rankings for 10+ years. The Hall of Fame honors advisors who exemplify long-term success and commitment to their clients. Rankings and
recognition from Barron’s are no guarantee of future investment success and do not ensure that a current or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance results and such rankings should not be construed as an endorsement of the
advisor. Please see www.barrons.com for more information.

The Ernst and Young Entrepreneur Of The Year® Award has recognized the endeavors of exceptional men and women who create the products and services that keep our worldwide economy moving forward.

The Forbes ranking of America’s Top Wealth advisors, is based on an algorithm of qualitative and quantitative data, rating thousands of wealth advisors with a minimum of seven years of experience and weighing factors like revenue trends, assets under
management, compliance records, industry experience and best practices learned through telephone and in-person interviews. There is no fee in exchange for rankings. Forbes “Best In State Wealth Advisors 2023” list (Feb. 2023). The ranking for this list
by SHOOK Research is based on due diligence meetings to evaluate each advisor qualitatively, a major component of a ranking algorithm that includes client retention, industry experience, review of compliance records, firm nominations; and quantitative
criteria, including assets under management and revenue generated for their firms. Forbes is a trademark of Forbes Media LLC. All rights reserved. Rankings and recognition from Forbes/SHOOK Research are no guarantee of future investment success
and do not ensure that a current or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance results and such rankings should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor.

Third party rankings and recognitions are no guarantee of future investment success and do not ensure that a client or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. These ratings should not be construed as an endorsement of
the advisor by any client nor are they representative of any one client's evaluation.
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HomeServices
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610-431-1100 CALL 610-430-3030 + HollyGrossGroup.com
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Penn Township | Unique Estate Opportunity

Set on approximately 32 acres off a quiet country road and
privately located down a long lane, sits this four bedroom,
two and a half bath antique home that offers a special op-
portunity to create a fabulous equestrian farm or a superior
gentleman’s estate. The gracious, light-filled home features
generously sized rooms and period details throughout. The
oldest section of the home dates to the mid-1700s with a
mid-1800s section and a still later Kitchen and Family Room/
Office addition dating from the 20th century. The large Liv-
ing Room features an original fireplace with a period mantel.
The adjoining Dining Room is conveniently located just off
the Kitchen, with its plentiful counter space and bay win-
dows. The south facing covered porch is a perfect location
to relax and enjoy the farm’s bucolic views across protected
meadows. Upstairs, all four bedrooms each have several
windows, large closets, and original wood flooring. There
are two hall bathrooms. The two bay Garage has a large
storage area on the second level that could be converted to
a Home Office or other use. The large bank-barn features
a spacious loft with post and peg construction and a lower
level, once used for the farm’s dairy operation. Well priced
and adjoining preserved farmland, this 3-parcel property
offers a wonderful opportunity to live the epitome of a
country lifestyle. Lastly, there its a unique opportunity here
for any Agricultural Conservation Easement with the Chester
County Agricultural Land Preservation Program. Call us to
hear the positive benefits of this easement.
$1,200,000

Have more
time to do

the things

you love.

Enjoy retirement today
with peace of mind for tomorrow.

Leave the hassles of home maintenance and upkeep behind and discover
opportunities to explore new activities, new passions, and new hobbies.
Enjoy the fantastic amenities, on-site conveniences, and supportive services
at a Luthercare community in scenic central Pennsylvania. East Marlborough Township West Bradford Township
Pocopson Township | Unionville Schools $1,600,000 $700,000
J
$5a%000 IT’S A SELLERS MARKET!
Put our experience to work for you!

To schedule a tour: 717.626.8376.
CALL 610-430-3030

\U Futhercare.

Togetherin Community

www.Luthercare.org
Independent Living ¢ Personal Care « Memory Care ¢ Skilled Nursing * Rehab to Home ¢ Home Care
Lititz, PA | Columbia, PA | Lebanon, PA Newlin Township | Unionville Equestrian Area
$2,150,000 West Pikeland Township West Nantmeal Township
$1,100,000 $398,000

n m e
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Luthercare complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, or sex.
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=:G O O d to K n OW Just a few things wed thought youd like to know this month

'T.

Get Inspired. Let your creative juices
flow at Randall Graham Studio, new in
West Chester, above Pine + Quill. In addition

Scottish Story. This holiday season, gift
an animal-loving kiddo The Story of Neeps
and Tattie (Maine Authors Publishing), a new
book from Valley Forge resident Amy Johnson
and sister-in-law Diane Madden. It’s based on
the true story of Annie, a 10-year-old in Loch

to showcasing Graham’s paintings, the studio
offers adult art classes taught by Graham. Open
to all skill levels, classes are designed around
intensive, personalized training, with just eight
students per class.
The 12-week winter
session starts the
week of November
27, with in-person
and online options
available. 25 V.
Walnut St., West
Chester. Randall-

Grabham.com.

=

Soothing Sounds. Unwind with the sound of
singing bowls, a form of sound therapy originating thou-
sands of years ago in Tibet, thought to promote deep relax-
ation and healing. Discover the effects yourself at two events
hosted by Carol Metzker of Sound and Wellness: “Rediscover
Your Glow,” December 13 at 6:30 p.m. at JusticeRain in
West Chester, and “Find Peace in the Chaos of the Holidays,”
December 16 at
10 a.m. at the
newly opened
Calabrese Per-
forming and
Creative Arts
Center in Ken-
nett Square.
Facebook.com/
SoundAndWellness.

Ness, Scotland who adopted two young tor-
toises. Now 62, Annie still cares for the tortoises
— which can live over 100 years! A portion

of the booK’s proceeds benefit tortoise rescue
groups. NeepsAndTattie.com.

Wintry Webs. Here’s a new Christmas tree decorating tradition:
Ukrainians add an unusual adornment — spiderwebs. Legend says

a poor widow and her children found a pinecone had taken root out-
side their home. They tended the sapling undil it grew into a beautiful
Christmas tree, but they couldn’ afford to decorate it. On Christmas
morning, they awoke to find a spider had spun intricate webs on the tree,
which shone silver and gold in the sun. Ukraine.com.

Portraits with Plants. Need a gift for a photographer in your
life, or want to polish your own skills? Longwood Gardens is hosting
an Introduction to Portrait Photography course. Start with an online
orientation on February 22, then head to the gardens on the 24th for

a photoshoot with your classmates — all cameras welcome, including
smartphones! Finally, wrap up with an online critique on February 29.
$116-$129. 1001 Longwood Rd., Kennett Square. LongwoodGardens.org.
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LuminoCity Holiday Lights Festival

Yuletide at Devon Through January 15

30, Devon. Wed—Fri., 3 to 10 p.m.; Sat.—Sun., noon to 10 p.m.; Note:
Dec 18-21 apens at noon. $22.99-$34.99. YuletideDevon.com.

Through December 31 This years theme,
Head to the Devon Horse “Golden Holiday,”
Show Grounds to see a is a state-of-the-art
T @ « winter festival that blends the production that brings
;ﬁ;n Me di;‘i&%«i feel of a traditional Furopean art, light and color to
Gt oury et (A / (, ( ] Christmas market with the life through remarkable
I,u;ﬁts (U‘Fr WY OHeSTER thiill of a festival and holiday ~ displays of dinosaurs.
HOLIDAY WEEKENDS UNIVERSITY experience. Highlights in- It’s a winter won-
in WEST CHESTER 4 clude music, gourmet food, derland where you'll
The Greater ;A‘I;s’tn(’:':\;it:r Wgﬁ! ;é an Enchanted Forest with encounter dinosaurs
x«%« fora healtier world™ over 900 real and artificial Christmas trees, photos with Santa, amuse- with lighting sculptures
ment rides and world-class shopping. Devon Horse Show Grounds, Re. surrounding them, a

decorated Christmas tree and life-sized candy canes. Greater
Philadelphia Expo Center, 100 Station Ave., Oaks. Wed~Mon.,
4:30 to 9:30 p.m. $29-$32. LuminoCityFestival.com.

Lights Up Every Weekend, Nov. 24-Jan.2

pa—— Parade & Tree Lighting: Dec. 1 at 6:30PM
Festivities Schedule at GWCC.org

Setting the standard since 1978

Complete design services and fine craftsmanship
Custom barns, arenas, garages and living quarters

1-888-354-4740 | www.kingbarns.com
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Yellow Springs Village Holiday Stroll

December 8

Join in an evening of festive fun in the village. Stroll

lining the village with tree lighting, crafts, storytelling,
music, Santa and refreshments. 1685 Art School Rd.,
Chester Springs. 5 to 8 p.m. Free. YellowSprings.org.

Winter Luminary Nights at
Jenkins Arboretum
December 8-10

Holiday Shows at The Colonial Theatre
December 8 & 17

Dec. 8, Jessica Lynn’s

“A Very Merry Country

Christmas” is a full multi-

media presentation featuring

Bundl f
w:llll< cfo:zlvlr)l t:)rle dancers, choirs, surprises
pond while enjoying and special FX. Experience

luminary lanterns
and delicious bites
and brews outside
the John J. Willaman
Education Center.
The giant wreath will
also be on display, creating the perfect backdrop for holiday
photos. Refreshments available. 631 Berwyn Baptist Rd.,
Devon. 5 to 8 p.m. Donations accepted. JenkinsArboretum.org.

ol

: through and enjoy the decorations, lights and luminaries

the magic of Christmas

while raising money and

collecting for Toys for Tots.

Dec. 17, City Rhythm Orchestra Holiday Style will get you
in the holiday spirit with exciting and innovative versions of
seasonal classics. 227 Bridge St., Phoenixville. Times and tickets,
610-917-1228; TheColonialTheatre.com.
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best | ocal Events

DECEMBER 1 & 2

@ Christmas Celebrations
FAMILY

in Wayne. Dec. 1, enjoy
carriage rides, arts and
crafts, carolers, tree
lighting and Santa’s arrival,
5:30 to 8, tree lighting at
730 pm. Dec. 2, Radnor

FUN

@ Memorial Library Elves for

Shelves Fun Run and 5K at 8 am

and the Santa Parade, 9:45 am down

Lancaster Ave. with Santa pictures on the ver-

nada of Rosalie Restaraunt, Wayne Hotel, 139
E. Lancaster Ave. WayneBusiness.com.

DECEMBER 2

Coatesville Christmas Parade. Lively
event with bands, floats, antique cars, cartoon
characters and entertainment. Business Rt. 30,
Strode Ave. to 11th St. Starts at 10 am. Coates-
villeChristmasParade.com.

DECEMBER 2, 16, 31

The Holidays in Media. Media will be alive
for the holidays with carolers strolling in the
State Street District. On Dec. 2, pose for a
family photo atop a giant inflated snowman
chair at Plum Street Mall and on Dec. 16, enjoy
complimentary hot chocolate. Dec. 31, ring in
the new year at the Ball Drop in the center of
town. VisitMediaPA.com.

DECEMBER6 & 9

Brandywine River Museum of Art
Family Events. Dec. 6, Read Aloud Pajama
Night. Children are invited to wear their pa-
jamas and listen to the tale of 7he Polar Ex-

press as they enjoy hot chocolate and cookies,
7 pm, $12-$20. Dec. 9, Breakfast with the

Trains, an exclusive, behind-the-scenes, be-

fore-hours visit includes a private tour of the
trains in action and a continental breakfast in
the café. 8:30 to 10 am. $25. 1 Hoffman’s Mill
Rd., Chadds Ford. Brandywine.org.

DECEMBER 9

Holiday Craft Market and Tree Lighting
at Springton Manor Farm. Lots of holiday
fun with kids® inflatables, ornament making,
pictures with Santa, crafts, food and more.
Explore the barn for those one-of-a-kind gifts
and stocking stuffers. 860 Springton Rd., Glen-
moore. Noon to 5 pm. Tree lighting at 5. Free.
ChesCo.org.

DECEMBER 9

Celebrate the Holidays in Downing-
town. The hometown Christmas parade fea-
tures local bands, dancers, scouts and, of
course, the arrival of Santa Claus. From Beaver
Creek Elementary School down Rt. 30 to East
Ward Elementary. 3. DIownChristmas.com.

DECEMBER 16

The Philadelphia Orchestra Children’s
Holiday Spectacular. Celebrate with the
Philadelphia Orchestra and enjoy sing-alongs,
sounds of the season and special guests—you
never know who might pay a special visit to
Verizon Hall! Kimmel Center, 300 S. Broad
St., Philadelphia. 11:30 am. $28—$57. Kim-
melCulturalCampus.org.

HOLIDAY TRAIN RIDES

All Aboard the Holiday Trains! Be
sure to check websites for hours
and ticket info.

Colebrookdale Railroad. Through
Dec. 23, ‘Twas the Night Before
Christmas and Santa’s Polar Bear
Express Trains. 64 S. Washington
St., Boyertown. Colebrookdale-
Railroad.com.

New Hope & Ivyland Railroad.
Through Dec. 30, Santa’s North
Pole Express. 32 W.Bridge St.,New
Hope. NewHopeRailroad.com.

Railroad Museum of PA. Dec. 2
& 9, Home for the Holidays. A nos-
talgic look back at railroading’s
holiday past with festive decora-
tions, Yuletide music, costumed
interpreters and Santa himself.
Register at RRMuseumpPA.org.

Strasburg Rail Road. Through
Dec. 31, choose from Santa Claus
Limited, Night Before Christ-
mas Train and Santa’s Paradise
Express. 301 Gap Rd., Ronks.
StrasburgRailRoad.com.

West Chester Railroad. Santa
Express: through Dec. 17, join
Santa for a journey through the
Chester Creek Valley. Christmas
Tree Train: Dec. 3, 10, take the train
to Wiggins Tree Farm, cut down
your tree which will be banded up,
tagged and placed on the train.
203 E. Market St., West Chester.
WCRailroad.com.

Wilmington & Western Rail-
road. Dec. 6-30, ride the Holiday
Lights Express. Through Dec. 23,
take the Santa Express. Green-
bank Station, 2201 Newport Gap
Pk., Wilmington. WWRR.com

Check out our special West Chester section, “Holiday House Tours” and “Local Holiday Fun” for more events there.
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HOLIDAY HAPPENINGS.........cocccccsserrinrnnsnnennens

THROUGH DECEMBER 2

Brandywine Museum of Art Annual Hol-
iday Critter Sale. Delightful, distinctive orna-
ments and tabletop decorations handmade using
natural materials, each with its own unique per-
sonality and expression—no two are the same.
Chadds Ford Historical Society, 1736 Creek Rd.,
Chadds Ford. Preview Wed, 10 to 4; Thurs—Sat,
10 to 5; Sun, 10 to 3. Brandywine.org.

THROUGH DECEMBER 30

Holiday Season at Nemours Estate. The
Christmas decorations at the Nemours Estate
mansion are often inspired by the architecture of
the home, the customs of the du Ponts or French
tradition. Nemours Mansion, 850 Alapocas Dr.,
Wilmington. Tues—Sun, 10 to 5. $10-$20.
NemoursEstate.org.

THROUGH JANUARY 1

Holidays at Hagley. Returning this year with
the theme “Treasures and Traditions” that cel-
ebrates the litde things in life that bring us joy.
Featuring the sixth annual Gingerbread House
Competition, Santa Day and Holiday Nights
Tours. Hagley Museum, 200 Hagley Creek Rd.,
Wilmington. Times and tickets, Hagley.org.

THROUGH JANUARY 2

Herr’'s Snack Factory Holiday Lights Dis-
play. Enjoy the free display of over 600,000
dazzling lights on their corporate campus, 271
Old Baltimore Pk., Nottingham. Dusk to dawn,
5 pm to 7 am. Free. Herrs.com.

THROUGH JANUARY 7

Brandywine Railroad Holiday Train Dis-
play. This iconic O-gauge model train display
features trains running on 2,000 feet of track
and includes locomotives, passenger and freight
trains, and trolleys that pass through a small vil-
lage, a farm, factories, a drive-in movie theater
and even a carnival. Brandywine River Museum
of Art, 1 Hoffman’s Mill Rd., Chadds Ford.
Daily, 9:30 to 5. $10-$25. Brandywine.org.

The Holidays in Kent County

Take a day trip or plan an extended stay to
enjoy all the area has to offer.

December 1-2

Dickens of a Christmas Weekend

Step back into 1840s London and
experience the holiday season as Chatles
Dickens imagined it with carriage

rides, home tour, food and more.

Fri, 5 to 9 pm; Sat, 8 am to 6 pm.
MainStreetChestertown.org,

December 1-17

Little Women

Take a break from the holiday bustle and
enjoy a classic at the historic Garfield
Center for the Arts, 210 High St.,
Chestertown. GarfieldCenter.org.

December 2

Santa Arrives by Boat and Crab Basket
Christmas Tree Lighting

Santa and Mrs. Claus arrive by boat at
The Bulkhead in Rock Hall, then Santa
will travel by firetruck to Main Street to
officiate the lighting of Rock Hall’s Crab
Basket Christmas Tree. Enjoy smores
roasted over a community firepit and
follow Santa and Mrs. Claus to “Santa’s
House” in the Visitor Center for children
to make their Christmas wishes.
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THROUGH JANUARY 7

A Longwood Christmas. “A Very Retro
Christmas” is the theme this year. Reminisce
amid a vintage Christmas street scene, make
new memories amid dazzling light displays—
including some super-sized surprises—and revel
in the radiance of retro at every turn. 1001
Longwood Rd., Kennett Square. $16—$30.
Timed tickets req. LongwoodGardens.org.

THROUGH JANUARY 7

Yuletide at Winterthur. Explore the house
decorated in all its finery with its signature tra-
ditions including the dried flower tree, artistic
Christmas trees inspired by Ann Lowe gowns
and a spectacular table set for Christmas dinner.
5105 Kennett Pk. (Rt. 52), Winterthur, DE.
Timed tickets required. Winterthur.org.

DECEMBER 1

Bryn Mawr Rehab Craft & Vendor Fair.
The fair, sponsored by Bryn Mawr Rehab’s Vol-
unteer Auxiliary, features a variety of crafts and
products, such as animal collars, jewelry, artisan
woodwork, children’s books and more. Bryn
Mawr Rehab Hospital, 414 Paoli Pike, Malvern.
10 to 4. MainLineHealth.org.

DECEMBER 1

Feel The Holiday Spirit in Phoenixville.
This is First Friday Holiday Edition with tree
lighting downtown, 6 to 8 pm. Phoenixville-
First.org.

DECEMBER 1-3

Hibernia County Park Mansion Candle-
light Tours. Walk through the halls and rooms
by candlelight in the fully restored mansion,
hearing stories of this ironmaster’s home. Tours
are continuous through open hours. 1 Park Ave.,
Coatesville. Fri-Sat, 5:30 to 8:30; Sun, 2 to 4.
$5; under 10, free. ChesCo.org.

DECEMBER 2

Uwchlan Garden Club Christmas Fair.
Fresh cut local greens, handmade wreaths and
swags, centerpieces and planters, treats, raffle and
more. Benefits the 1756 National Historic Site.
1756 Uwchlan Meeting House, 5 N. Village
Ave., Lionville. 8 to 2. UwchlanGardenClub.org.

DECEMBER 2 & 3

Candlelight Tours at the Muhlenberg
House. Savor the sights, sounds and smells of
an authentic Pennsylvania German Christmas.
Interpreters in authentic period clothing will
share stories from the Muhlenberg family in each
room. Stock up on holiday gifts in the gift shop.
201 W. Main St., Trappe. Sat, 3 to 9; Sun, noon
to 4. $5. HistoricTrappe.org/Events.

DECEMBER2 & 3,9 & 10
Kennett Square Holiday Village Market.
Shop dozens of artisan and vintage vendors while

enjoying live music, festive cocktails, food trucks
and more. The Creamery, 401 Birch St., Kennett
Square. 11 to 5. KennettCollaborative.org,

DECEMBER 2,9, 16, 23

Christmas in Kennett and Longwood
Gardens. Park in Kennett Square and enjoy
shopping, dining and strolling. Then catch the
shuttle and revel in A Longwood Christmas
at Longwood Gardens. Reservations required.
1:30 to 6:30. $16-$30. LongwoodGardens.org/

Events-Performances/Events/Christmas-Kennett.

DECEMBER 8

Holiday Open House & Auction at The
National Iron & Steel Museum. Walk
through candlelit grounds, enjoy holiday
refreshments, listen to the Lukens Band and
tour decorated historic buildings. The online
auction site will allow you to peruse the won-
derful gifts and items open for bidding. 50
S. Ist Ave., Coatesville. 5 to 8 pm. Donation
requested. SteelMuseum.org,

DECEMBER 9

Phoenixville Firebird Festival. The mission
of this annual event (now in its 20th year) is to
foster a collaboration of local artistic and cre-
ative talent and to enhance the cultural life of
Phoenixville. Burning of the Firebird at Veteran’s
Field, 192 Mowere Rd. 5 to 10 pm. $30-$140.
FirebirdFestival.com.

DECEMBER 9

Christmas in Marshallton. Come out to
Marshallton United Methodist Church to enjoy
these holiday favorites. The cookie sale starts at 9
and handmade crafts will be available from 9 to 1.
A free community lunch of soup and sandwiches
starts at 11:30 am. 1282 W. Strasburg Rd., Mar-
shallton. MarshalltonChurch.org.

DECEMBER 10

Holiday Candlelight Tour & Open House
at Historic Waynesborough. Take a tour of
the beautifully decorated mansion by local garden
clubs and craft festive ornaments for the tree. In
addition, you'll enjoy holiday music and refresh-
ments. Open 4 to 6, tree lighting at 5. $10, $5
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Local Farm Markets

Artisan Exchange, 208 Carter Dr.
Unit 13 B, West Chester. Sat, 10 to 1.
ArtisanExchange.net.

Bryn Mawr Farmers Market, Lancaster
Ave. Bryn Mawr train station lot. Sat, 9 to 1.
Beg. Jan. 6 through Mar, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sat,
10 to noon. FarmToCityMarkets.com.

Downingtown Farmers Market, Kerr
Park, 28 E. Pennsylvania Ave. Sat, 9 to 1.
Beg. Jan. 13 through Apr. 27, 2nd & 4th Sat.
10 to noon. GrowingRootsPartners.com.

Eagleview Farmers Mkt., Eagleview Town
Citr., 570 Wellington Sq., Exton. Thurs, 3 to
6:30. Beg. Jan. 4 through Apr. 18, 1st & 3rd
Thurs. 11 to 1. GrowingRootsPartners.com.

Kennett Square Farmers Mkt., 401 Birch
St. Fri, 3 to 6. KSQFarmersMarket.com.

Lancaster County Farmers Mkt., 389
W. Lancaster Ave., Wayne. Wed, Fri & Sat, 6
to 4. LancasterCountyFarmersMarket.com.
Malvern Farmers Market, Burke Park,
26 S. Warren Ave. Sat, 9 to 1. Beg. Jan. 6
through Apr. 20, 1st & 3rd Sat, 10 to noon.
GrowingRootsPartners.com.

Media Farmers Market, Edgemont St.
between Front & State Sts. Beg. Dec. 3
through Apr, 1st & 3rd Sun, 10 to noon.
FarmToCityMarkets.com.

Phoenixville Farmers Market, 200
Mill St. Sat, 10 to noon. Beg. Jan. 6 through
Mar, Ist, 3rd & 5th Sat, 10 to noon.
PhoenixvilleFarmersMarket.org.

Thornbury Farmers Mkt. & CSA, 1256
Thornbury Rd., West Chester. Thurs—

Fri, noon to 6; Sat, 9 to 6; Sun, 11 to 5.
ThornburyFarmCSA.com.

West Chester Growers Mkt., Chestnut
& Church Sts. Through Dec., Sat, 9 to 1. Jan.
6 through Apr. 20, 1st, 3rd & 5th Sat, 10 to
noon. WestChesterGrowersMarket.com.

Westtown Amish Market, 1165
Wilmington Pk., West Chester.
Thur, 9 to 6; Fri, 9 to 7; Sat, 8 to 4.
WestChesterAmishMarket.com.

for children, $25 for families and groups of four.
Philalandmarks.org.

DECEMBER 16
The Belsnickle: PA Germans Holiday

Traditions at Landis Valley Museum.
Enjoy light refreshments and shopping, make
a punched tin ornament, learn about PA Dutch
holiday and agricultural traditions, hear a reading
of the PA Dutch Night Before Christmas and meet
the Belsnickle. 1 pm. $20-$30. 2451 Kissel Hill
Rd., Lancaster. LandisValleyMuseum.org.

DECEMBER 31

Midnight in the Square in the Mushroom
Capital of the World. Kennett Square will be
aglow with the light of a giant mushroom on
New Year's Eve, and there will be much merri-
ment surrounding the event with live entertain-
ment and dancing. Held at the intersection of
State and Union Sts. The raising of the mush-
room takes place at 8:55 and festivities continue
until the countdown and Mushroom Drop at
midnight. KennettCollaborative.org.

science centers across the U.S.

4840 Kennett Pike, Wilmington, DE 19807
delmns.org | 302-658-9111

Delaware Museum

of Nature & Science

Give the
' 01{ @Wcmzrq

This holiday season, give the gift of membership
to the Delaware Museum of Nature and Science

v/ Year-round free admission to the museum
v/ Free admission to reciprocal museums and

v/ Discounts on camps, events, and store purchases

In November and December, save 10% on
purchases of gift memberships. (Level 2and up).

delmns.org/membership

ART, CRAFTS & ANTIQUES......nnee.

THROUGH JANUARY 1

Made in Philadelphia Holiday Market.
Local artisans, designers, crafters and jewelers
offer their holiday-inspired handmade goods and
gifts. Dilworth Park, west side of City Hall, 1 S.
15th St., Philadelphia. Sun-Thurs, noon to 8;
Fri-Sat, noon to 9. MadelnPhila.com.

THROUGH JANUARY 28

Bryn Mawr Rehab’s 28th Annual Art
Exhibition & Sale. An international juried
exhibition and sale that features work by art-
ists with physical and cognitive disabilities and
hearing and visual impairments. Special events
throughout the exhibition. MainLineHealth.
org/Specialties/Rehab-Art-Ability.

DECEMBER 1-9

Community Arts Center Holiday Sale.
Featuring over 60 local, handcrafted gifts by
members of The Potters Guild and other arti-
sans. Jewelry, ceramics, wood, fiber and more.
414 Plush Mill Rd., Wallingford. Mon-Fri,
noon to 7; Sat, 10 to 5; Sun, noon to 5. Free.
CommunityArtsCenter.org.

DECEMBER 1-JANUARY 20
CraftForms 2023, 28th Juried Exhibition
of Contemporary Fine Craft. An interna-

Handel's Messiah

Handel's Messiah celebrates the story
ofthe season, andyou can see itat sev-
eral nearby locations. Visit websites for
times and tickets.

DECEMBER1, 3, 15, 17

Vox AmaDeus

A holiday tradition on original Baroque
instruments. Performed at 4 locations.
VoxAmaDeus.org.

DECEMBER2 & 3

Lancaster Symphony Orchestra
First Presbyterian Church, 140 E. Orange St.,
Lancaster. LancasterSymphony.org.

DECEMBER 20 & 21

Philadelphia Orchestra

Kimmel Center, Verizon Hall, 300 S. Broad
St., Philadelphia. PhilOrch.org.

Holiday
Open House
and Auction

December 8, 2023
S5pm — 8pm

Enjoy the magical beauty
of the Lukens Historic District,
dressed in holiday finery.
Luminarias line the pathways,
refreshments abound, music
walfts through the air, and Santa
waits for wish lists from eager
children.

We are also continuing a
wonderful component to the
revelry: an on-line auction filled
with enchanting items for all.

Children/Free Adults/$5

Steelmuseum.org
610-384-9282

50 South 1st Avenue
Coatesville, PA 19320
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Where to see
The Nutcracker

A holiday tradition with ballet
companies across the area taking

us on the magical journey, all to

the backdrop of Tchaikovsky's
mesmerizing score. Visit websites for
times andtickets.

DECEMBER 8 & 9

Schuylkill Valley Regional

Dance Company

Phoenixville Middle School Theatre,
1000 Purple Pride Pkwy., Phoenixville.
SVRDC.org.

DECEMBER 8-30

Philadelphia Ballet

Kimmel Center, Academy of Music, 240
S. Broad St., Philadelphia. Philadelphia
Ballet.org.

DECEMBER 15-17
Brandywine Ballet

Emilie K. Asplundh Concert Hall,
700 S. High St., West Chester.
BrandywineBallet.org.

DECEMBER 15-17

Wilmington Ballet

The Playhouse on Rodney Square, 1007
N. Matket St., Wilmington. Wilmington-
Ballet.org.

DECEMBER 16, 17, 22, 23
First State Ballet
Copeland Hall, 818 N. Market St.,

Wilmington. TheGrandWilmington.org.

tional juried exhibition of contemporary fine
craft, in basketry, ceramics, decorative fiber,
furniture, glass, jewelry, metal, mixed media,
paper, wearable art and wood. Dec. 1, Preview
Party, 6 to 10, tickets start at $100. Wayne Art
Center, 413 Maplewood Ave., Wayne. See web-
site for hours. WayneArt.org.

DECEMBER 9

Holiday Craft Market at Sugartown. Over
40 local crafters and artisans are featured. Locust
Lane Craft Brewery and Chaddsford Winery
offer a Biergarten and food trucks, and a hot
cocoa bar will help you warm up. Santa will also
be on hand to greet shoppers. Benefits the village
of Sugartown. 260 Spring Rd., Malvern. Noon
to 4. $10. HistoricSugartown.org.

DECEMBER 16 & 17

Brandywine Holiday Festival of the Arts.
Featuring 150 artists and artisans, offering
shoppers unique holiday gifts, decorations,
handmade jewelry and much more. Benefits
Children and Families First. Chase Center on
the Riverfront, 815 Justison St., Wilmington.
10 to 5. VisitWilmingtonDE.com.

BOOKS

DECEMBERS, 7

Main Point Book Club. Dec. 5, Fiction Book
Group: Ob William by Elizabeth Strout, 1 pm.
Dec. 7, NonFiction Book Group: The Body
Keeps the Score by Bessel van der Kolk, M.D., 7
pm. 116 N. Wayne Ave., Wayne. MainPoint-
Books.com.

DECEMBER6, 13, 27

Reads and Company. Dec. 6, Big Reads Book
Group: America Fantastica by Tim O’Brien. Dec.
13, International Voices Book Group: 7he Bear
Woman by Karolina Ramqvist. Dec. 27, The
Bridge Street Book Group: A River Enchanted by
Rebecca Ross. All meet at 7 pm. 234 Bridge St.,
Phoenixville. ReadsAndCompany.com/Events.

FUNDRAISERS
DECEMBER 2

The 47th Annual Grand Gala. Enjoy the
concert featuring The Commodores in Copeland
Hall followed by The Ultimate After Party at The
Hotel Du Pont, 42 W. 11th St., Wilmington,
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featuring gourmet food, top-shelf bars, dancing
and live local music. Concert, 818 N. Market
St., Wilmington. 8 pm. Tickets $250 and up.
TheGrandWilmington.org.

MUSEUMS

THROUGH JANUARY 7

Winterthur Museum. “Ann Lowe: American
Couturier,” featuring 40 iconic gowns, many
that have never been on public display. 5105
Kennett Pk., Winterthur, DE. Tues—Sun, 10
to 5. $8—$22. Winterthur.org,

THROUGH FEBRUARY 28

Brandywine Museum of Art. Through
Jan. 21, “Allan Freelon: Painter, Printmaker,
Teacher.” Through Feb. 18, “Abstract Flash:
Unseen Andrew Wyeth.” Through Feb. 28,
“Rooted: Family and Nature in Contem-
porary Children’s Book Illustration.” Rt
1, Chadds Ford. Wed—Mon, 9:30 to 4:30.
$8-$20. Brandywine.org.

MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT ......cocouvirnnecnnnns

THROUGH JANUARY 7

Longwood Gardens Performance Series.
Organ music, carillon recitals and outdoor
Christmas musicians. Ring in the New Year at
Longwood, open till 10 pm. 1001 Longwood
Rd., Kennett Square. LongwoodGardens.org.

DECEMBER 1-17

VoxAmaDeus Holiday Concerts. Now.
17, Brahms Requiem, a German Requiem and
Alto Rhapsody with additional works; Dec.
1, 3, 5, & 17, Handel’s Messiah; Dec. 9 &
10, Renaissance Noél, celebrating the glorious
Renaissance Christmas music of Old Europe.
Multiple locations. Times and tickets, 610-688-
2800; VoxAmaDeus.org.

DECEMBER 2

Valley Forge Chorus—Barbershop Bliz-
zard Holiday a Cappella Show. The women’s
a cappella chorus performs their holiday show at
Players Club of Swarthmore, 614 Fairview Rd.,
Swarthmore. 3 pm. $15-$20. ValleyForgeChorus.
com/HolidayShow.

DECEMBER 3
Immaculata Symphony Christmas Con-
cert—"The Holly and the Ivory.” Start the

Christmas season with this entertaining program
of holiday favorites complete with audience sing-
alongs and favorite melodies that will certainly get
your family in the holiday spirit. 3 pm. Immacu-
lataSymphony.org.

DECEMBER 3

Delaware County Symphony—Aus
Deutschland. Featuring the music of Wagner,
Schumann and Beethoven. Neumann University
Meagher Theatre, 1 Neumann Dr., Aston. 3 pm.
$17-$20. DCSMusic.org.

DECEMBER 6

Concerts on Kentmere: Celebrate! Pyxis
at the Holidays. Holiday favorites, including
selections from Tchaikovskys The Nutcracker
and, in conversation with the Museum’s exhi-
bition “The Rossettis,” the ensemble offers Felix
Mendelssohn’s Piano Trio. 2301 Kentmere Pkwy.,
Wilmington. 7:30. $15-$35. DelArt.org.

DECEMBER 6-10

At The Grand in Wilmington. Dec. 6, Indigo
Gitls; Dec. 7, Watchhouse; Dec. 8, Anthony
Nunziata: My Italian Christmas; Dec. 9, The
World Famous, Glenn Miller Orchestra; Dec.
10, An Evening with Judy Collins. 818 N.
Market St., Wilmington. Times and tickets,
TheGrandWilmington.org.

DECEMBERS8, 10

Chesco Pops. The concert will include a vari-
ety of old and new holiday favorites, some fea-
tured vocalists and an appearance by Ol Saint
Nick. Dec. 8, First Presbyterian Church West
Chester, 130 W. Miner St., 7:30 pm. Dec. 10,
Phoenixville Area Middle School, 1000 Purple
Pride Pkwy, 3 pm. Guests are asked to bring a
donation of nonperishable food. ChescoPops.org.

DECEMBER 9

Delaware Youth Symphony Orchestra.
Highly qualified artists from the Music School
of Delaware and major orchestras along the East
Coast perform. 4101 Washington St., Wilming-
ton. 7 pm. Free. MusicSchoolOfDelaware.org.

DECEMBER 9

Chester County Choral Society Hol-
iday Concert. Performing a variety of holi-
day favorites. Church of the Good Samaritan,
212 W. Lancaster Ave., Paoli. Times and tickets,
ChesCoChoral.org.

DECEMBER 9
West Chester University Wells School of
Music—102nd Annual Holiday Program.

PA01321

s WwWww.WHChorsebarns.com

This years performance will include the sym-
phony orchestra, combined choirs, Criterions and
will feature Monteverdi's Beatus vir. Emilie K.
Asplundh Concert Hall, 700 S. High St., West
Chester. 3 pm. $14. WCUPA.edu/Music.

DECEMBER 12

Delaware Symphony Orchestra—Holi-
days at the Hotel. Showcasing the brilliance of
the string section, beginning with Bachs Branden-
burg Concerto No. 3 and culminating in Serenade
Jfor Strings by Tchaikovsky. 42 W. 11¢h St., Wilm-
ington. 7:30. $100. DelawareSymphony.org.

White Horse

Construction, .

Parkesburg, Pa19365  ph: 610-593-5559
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OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES.....coerreennessssssnns

THROUGH FEBRUARY 26

Flight on Ice. An outdoor “real” ice skating rink
brings a season full of family fun, including ice
skating sessions, fire pit areas, heated private event
tents, entertainers and DJs, theme nights, food
and beverages. 4901 West Chester Pk., Newtown
Square. Thurs-Fri. 4 to 8 pm; Sat. 11 am to 10
pm; Sun, 11 to 5. For tickets, FlightOnlce.com.

DECEMBER 23

Wolf Sanctuary of PA Full Moon Fund-
raiser. Bring a blanke, flashlight, chair and a
sense of adventure. The event features a roaring
bonfire (weather permitting), live entertainment
and educational wolf tours that are self-guided
with volunteers. 465 Speedwell Forge Rd.,
Lititz. 7:30 to 10 pm. $35, must be 16 years
old. WolfSanctuaryPA.org,

THEATER

THROUGH DECEMBER 23

It's A Wonderful Life at The Candlelight
Theatre. One of the most popular Christmas
tales ever written. 2208 Millers Rd., Wilmington.
Times and tickets, 302-475-2313; Candlelight

TheatreDelaware.org.

THROUGH DECEMBER 24

A Christmas Carol Comedy at Hedgerow
Theatre. A favorite holiday tradition with a
playful take on a yuletide classic. 64 Rose Valley
Rd., Media. Times and tickets, 610-565-4211;
HedgerowTheatre.org.

THROUGH DECEMBER 27

Disney's Frozen, Jr—Dutch Apple Chil-
dren’s Theatre. Featuring all of the beloved
characters and loaded with magic, adventure and
humor. 510 Centerville Rd., Lancaster. Times
and tickets, 717-898-1900; DutchApple.com.

THROUGH DECEMBER 30

Our Christmas Dinner at Bird-in-Hand
Stage. A holiday musical igniting memories
of the true meaning of Christmas. 2760 #A
Old Philadelphia Pk., Bird-in-Hand. Times and
tickets, 717-768-1568; Bird-In-Hand.com/Stage.

THROUGH DECEMBER 30
A Christmas Carol: The Musical at Dutch

Life isn't always fair. Get over it!

Apple Dinner Theatre. A season classic! 510
Centerville Rd., Lancaster. Times and tickets, 717-
898-1900; DutchApple.com.

THROUGH DECEMBER 30

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat at Fulton Theatre. The bright
lights of Vegas meet the age-old story of broth-
erly love and betrayal. 12 N. Prince St., Lancaster.
Times and tickets, 717-397-7425; TheFulton.org,

THROUGH DECEMBER 31

A Christmas Carolat People’s Light. A fresh
approach to Dickens’ classic. 39 Conestoga Rd.,
Malvern. Times and tickets, 610-644-3500;
PeoplesLight.org.

THROUGH JANUARY 14
Mary Poppins at Media Theatre. Come
watch as the magic unfolds before your eyes.
104 E. State St., Media. Times and tickets, 610-
891-0100; MediaTheatre.org.

Welcome
Neighbor!

Learn how Welcome Neighbor’s unique
personal promotion service connects

local businesses & new residents.

The thoughfulness and caring of many
fine local businesses and professionals
make our visits to newcomers possible.
We have room in our Welcome Basket
for a few more sponsors.

Find out more at:
WelcomeNeighborPA.com

Or call Anne at: 610.742.9341

Install the Welcome Neighbor app at
your app store or with the QR code
to see how users can

easily contact you.

DECEMBER 1-17

The Sound of Music at SALT Performing
Arts. Ring in the holidays with one of your
favorite things. 1645 Art School Rd., Ches-
ter Springs. Times and tickets, 610-488-2585;
SALTPA.com.

DECEMBER 6-24

Peter and the Starcatcher at Delaware
Theatre Company. Upending the century-old
legend of Peter Pan with a wildly theatrical
reboot. 200 Water St., Wilmington. Times and
tickets, 302-594-1100; DelawareTheatre.org.

DECEMBER 18

At The Playhouse in Wilmington. Dec. 18,
A Christmas Carol. Celebrate the true spirit
of the holidays with your family. 1007 N.
Market St., Wilmington. Times and tickets,
TheGrandWilmington.org.

TOWNS, TALKS & TOURS..........ooovereememrrrennenes

DECEMBER 1,9, 21

1st Fridays, 2nd Saturdays.

FirstFridays: Dec. 1, Lancaster City, 717-509-
ARTS; VisitLancasterCity.com. Phoenixville,
610-933-3253; PhoenixvilleFirst.org. West
Chester, 610-738-3350; DowntownWestChes-
ter.com. Wilmington Art Loop, 302-576-2135;
CityFestWilm.com.

Second Saturday Virtual Arts Stroll: Dec.
9, Media, MediaArtsCouncil.org.

Third Thursday Malvern Stroll: Dec. 21,
MalvernBusiness.com. 4

Stay in the know with everything going
onin County Lines country. Sign up
for our Events Newsletter (sent twice

a,t/ -

“Treasures and Traditions”

monthly) at Newsletter@ValleyDel.com. _!h

Send a description of your activity to H.: Tr-:
Info@ValleyDel.com by the first of the dg ey

month preceding publication.
£ e

November 24, 2023, through January 1, 2024

See the du Pont ancestral home dressed for the
holidays, find your favorite gingerbread house in our
annual contest, and enjoy a Holiday Nights tour.

For more events visit:

CountyLinesMagazine.com

HAGLEY.ORG/HOLIDAYS 200 HAGLEY CREEK ROAD, WILMINGTON, DE
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December 2
Annual Christmas in Odessa Holiday
House Tour. Take a self-guided walking
tour of private homes and public build-
ings, many dating from the 18th and 19th
centuries, decorated for the holidays. Fresh
Greens Sale at the Fieldstone Stable, 202
Main St. from 9:30 to 4. Women’s Club of
Odessa fundraiser for local student scholar-
ships. 10 to 5. $30. ChristmasInOdessa.com.

December 2
Dickens 2023 House Tour in
Chestertown, MD. Explore beau-
tifully adorned homes, each with
its unique, festive charm. Immerse
yourself in the warm ambiance
and enchanting decor that captures
the spirit of the holidays in down-
town Chestertown. The Bank,
Dickens Welcome Center, 211
High St., Chestertown. 10 to 2. $40.
MainStreetChestertown.org/Dickens.

HOLIDAY

December 2
Holiday Home Tour in Strasburg.
See seven lovely homes, of varying
age and style, all decorated for the
season. Tour tickets, lunch, greens,
craft vendors and a silent auction, all
at the First Presbyterian Church, 101
S. Decatur St., Strasburg. 10 to 4.
$25. StrasburgHeritageSociety.org.

December 3
Pottstown Historic House Tour.
This year, the tour explores homes
highlighted in the recently released
book based on Pottstown’s Chicken
Hill, The Heaven and Earth Grocery
Store by James McBride, visiting
homes in the Chicken Hill neigh-
borhood and beyond. Tour on your
own or on the Historic Guided
Trolley Tour. 1:30-3:30. $30-$60.
PottstownGoFourth.com.
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December 2
Phoenixville’s Annual Candlelight
Holiday Tour. Visit decorated homes
and churches on this self-guided tour,
also featuring crafts, music and refresh-
ments. Benefits Phoenixville Area Senior
Center. Begins at the Senior Center, 153
Church St. $25. 4 to 8. 610-933-9181;
PHXHolidayTour.Weebly.com.

December 3-18
West Chester Public Library Holi-
day Home Tour and Holiday Door
Tour. Dec. 2, the Holiday Home Tour
features eight homes in the Borough
decked out for the holidays. 10 to 3,
$40. Dec. 2-17, the Holiday Door
Tour is a self-guided tour of doors and
porches decorated in holiday finery.
Donate to receive a map and a list of
scavenger hunt items to look for among
the decorations. WCPublicLibrary.org.

December 8

Surrey Holiday House Tour & Shop. The
tou, featuring six Main Line homes from Bryn
Mawr to Berwyn, is sold out for this year. Gifts
for sale at the Holiday Shop, 11-6, Eisenhower
Hall at Valley Forge Military Academy, 1001
Eagle Rd., Wayne. Benefits Surrey Services.
SurreyServices.org.

December 9

Spirit of Christmas in Historic New
Castle, DE. Stroll through homes and mu-
seums, meet Santa, enjoy music, a Winter
Market, and food from restaurants and ven-
dors. Join caroling and the tree lighting. 25
E. 2nd St, New Castle, DE. 10 am. Free.
SpiritOfChristmasDE.

December 9

Chestnut Hill Holiday House Tour. Explore
Chestnut Hill’s stunning homes, each with fes-
tive decorations that capture the holiday spirit.
Drive your car or take the event trolley on a
self-guided tour. Get map at Chestnut Hill
College, 9601 Germantown Ave. 10 to 4 pm.
$50. ChestnutHill.org.

FOX QUARRY

KENNETT SQUARE, PA 19348, USA

NESTLED AMID PICTURESQUE AND PEACEFUL CHESTER
COUNTY HORSE COUNTRY is this sweeping, stately 23-conserved
acre estate, unlike any other. Welcome to Fox Quarry. Originally
constructed in 1973 and expanded throughout the years, this
classic farmhouse-inspired estate, offers authentic period elements
crafted to create a masterpiece of beauty. This breathtaking blend
includes a 7,000 sq. ft. main residence, a soaring fieldstone barn,
and a spacious guest cottage with two apartments. A myriad

of stone and brick terraces surrounded by professional verdant
landscaping creates an unequaled enclave. It is a brilliant fusion of
yesteryear architectural features and modern must-have amenities.
There is nothing left to do but simply appreciate this home’s one-of-
a-kind attributes...home's one-of-a-kind attributes.

TERRACED GARDENS &
MANICURED LAWNS

23 CONSERVED ACRES

4 BEDROOM & 5 BATH
MAIN RESIDENCE UNIONVILLE - CHADDS

GUEST COTTAGE WITH FORD SCHOOLS

TWO APARTMENTS DESIGNED FOR
ENTERTAINING OPEN

FLOOR PLAN

50'X60' STONE BARN

KW KELLER WILLIAMS REAL ESTATE:

kW @' [EBE 610-444-7171, 119 EAST LINDEN STREET,
L

KENNETT SQUARE PA 19348
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HERE’S NOTHING QUITE LIKE THE THEATER.
TAS you sink into your seat, program in hand, the feeling of

anticipation grows. Then, the house lights dim, the spot-
light shines, and you're transported to another time and place —
19th-century England, the depths of the ocean or a magical world
unlike our own.

As the curtain rises on this festive season, its the perfect time to
take in a show. Our local theaters have been gearing up for the holi-
days and have plenty of exciting performances planned.

Join us on a tour of the region’s performing arts scene, spanning
Chester and Delaware Counties as well as Wilmington. No matter
your age or taste, you'e sure to find the show for you.

CHESTER COUNTY

W start in Chester County, where area theaters have put together
a holiday season jam-packed with exciting performances. From clas-
sic musicals to big band and bluegrass concerts, there’s something
for everyone.

Starting in Lionville, the Barley Sheaf Players perform 7he Life
and Adventures of Santa Claus, December 1 to 10. Based on the
book by L. Frank Baum (author of 7he Wonderful Wizard of Ogz),

the play answers all your questions about Santa Claus — where he
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came from, how he started making toys, why he climbs down chim-
neys, and even how he learned to laugh “ho, ho, ho!” For tickets and
times, visit BarleySheaf-org.

Opver in Phoenixville, The Colonial Theatre has two special
holiday shows planned. First up is Jessica Lynn’s “A Very Merry
County Christmas” on Friday, December 8. This national touring
show combines traditional holiday songs with dancers, choirs, spe-
cial effects and more, all while raising money and collecting toys for
Toys for Tots. Come back on Sunday, December 17 to see the City
Rhythm Orchestra’s annual Christmas show, “Holiday Style.” You'll
hear innovative versions of holiday classics in their renowned big
band style, along with featured vocalists and soloists. For tickets and
times, visit 7heColonialTheatre.com.

In Malvern, see People’s Light's rendition of A Christmas Carol,
running through December 15. Experience Charles Dickens’ classic
tale of Ebenezer Scrooge and the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present
and Future like never before. This fresh retelling features both orig-
inal songs and traditional English carols to delight audiences of all
ages. For tickets and times, visit PeoplesLight.org.

For another holiday staple, Chester Springs' SALT Performing
Arts puts on a lively version of The Sound of Music, December 1 to
17. The final collaboration between Rodgers and Hammerstein, the

beloved story of the von Trapp family features all your favorite songs,
including “Do-Re-Mi,” “My Favorite Things” and, of course, “The
Sound of Music.” For tickets and times, visit SALTPA.com.

Stll looking for more holiday fun? West Chester's Uptown!
Knauer Performing Arts Center has events for all ages and tastes.
Kiddos will love “The Holiday Cheer Show,” featuring Uptown Stu-
dio’s youth performers, December 1 at 5 p.m. The show runs for
about an hour, leaving plenty of times to scout out a spot for the
West Chester Christmas Parade at 7. Then, see all your favorite prin-
cesses perform holiday and Disney classics at “A Dream Is a Wish,”
December 23.

For grownups, Uptown’s December musical lineup includes
Accent’s “An A Cappella Holiday” on the 6th, Nefesh Mountain’s
bluegrass holiday concert on the 14th and Twelve Twenty-Four: The
Holiday Rock Orchestra, the nation’s longest running Trans-Siberian
Orchestra tribute, on the 22nd. For tickets and times, visit Uptown-
WestChester.org.

DELAWARE COUNTY

Moving east, you'll find that Delaware County is full of talented
petformers as well. Here’s what two Delco theaters have in store
this month.

Celebrating its 100th anniversary this year, Medias Hedgerow
Theatre Company puts on A Christmas Carol Comedy through
December 24. This fun and festive adaptation of Dickens story
returns to Hedgerow after its U.S. premiere there last year, featuring
two actors playing Scrooge and “everybody else.” As an added bonus,
the December 10, 14 and 17 shows include live performances by
WXPN folk duo Last Chance. For tickets and times, visit Hedge-
row Theatre.org.

In downtown Media, the Media Theatre has two exciting musi-
cals to enjoy for the holidays. Part of their Broadway Series, Mary
Poppins runs from December 5 to January 14, with all the music and
magic of the classic Disney film. In addition, the Children’s Theatre
petforms Finding Nemo Jr. on Saturdays and Sundays, December
16 to January 14. This 60-minute musical adaptation of the Pixar
movie features all new songs, including “Just Keep Swimming,”
“Fish Are Friends, Not Food” and “Go With the Flow.” For tickets
and tmes, visit Media Theatre.org.

WILMINGTON

Consider a trip across state lines to Wilmington, where the city’s
theaters have an exciting holiday season planned.

First, the Candlelight Theatre performs Ir5 @ Wonderful Life,
running through December 23. Based on the iconic Frank Capra
film, this show follows George Bailey and his Guardian Angel in a
heartwarming story of love and friendship. For tickets and times,
visit Candlelight TheatreDelaware.org.

For a twist on an old classic, see the Delaware Theatre Com-
pany’s performance of Peter and the Starcatcher, December 6 to 24.
This Tony Award-winning play is “a grownup prequel to Peter Pan,”

A Christmas Carol at People’s Light

Hedgerow Theatre Company
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chronicling how a nameless orphan became
The Boy Who Wouldn't Grow Up. Twelve
actors take on the roles of over 100 mem-
orable characters in this sensational show.
For tickets and times, visit DelawareThe-
atre.org.

Last but not least, there are even more
holiday shows at The Grand. On Decem-

ber 10, see a 50-year music veteran at “An
Evening with Judy Collins: Holidays and
Hits.” Later this month, the First State
Ballet Theatre brings The Nutcracker to
Copeland Hall, December 16 to 23.
Or, see the Wilmington Ballet’s version
at The Grandss sister stage, The Play-
house on Rodney Square, December
15 to 17. Also at The Play-
house, catch Perseverance
Productions’ new adapta-
tion of A Christmas Carol
on December 18. For tickets
and times, visit 7heGrand-
Wilmington.org.

This holiday season and
beyond, we encourage you to
support the performing arts
and take in a show at a local
theater. Better yet, get into the
giving spirit by gifting tickets
to your friends and family.

Happy holidays! ¢

More in Lancaster County

There are even more holiday happenings in
Lancaster County. Here's what our western
neighbor has in store this season. Check web-
sites for tickets and times.

American Music Theatre

November 7-December 30: “The 2023 Christ-
mas Show: The First Noel,” 2425 Lincoln Hwy.
E., Lancaster. AMTShows.com.

Bird-in-Hand Stage

October 26-December 30: Our Christmas Din-
ner, 2760 Old Philadelphia Pk., Bird-in-Hand.
Bird-In-Hand.com/Stage.

Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre

November 17-December 30: A Christmas Carol:

The Musical, 510 Centerville Rd., Lancaster.
DutchApple.com.

The Fulton Theatre

November 17-December 30: Joseph and the
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.

November 30-December 23: “Holiday Cabaret.”
December 2-30: Peter Pan, 12 N. Prince St.,
Lancaster. TheFulton.org.

Sight & Sound Theatres

November 3-December 30: Miracle of Christ-
mas, 300 Hartman Bridge Rd., Ronks. Sight-
Sound.com.

Malvern Bank is now

FIRSTBA

Persenal Bankers. Real Relatisnships.
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firstbankpa.com | 877.821.2265

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDE!

A Giving Back Guide

GIVE THE GIFT OF AHELPING HAND

HE HOLIDAYS ARE A TIME
—|_for family, friends, gratitude and

giving. And this year, instead of
giving traditional gifts — another candle,
scarf or gift card — why not donate in their
name to a local nonprofit?

Here are some suggestions for making a
difference in our community.

Chester County Food Bank: The Food
Bank is the central hunger relief organi-
zation for the County, working with 150
community partners. These partners are a
network of food cupboards, hot meal sites,
shelters, school districts and other social
service organizations that distribute over
3.6 million pounds of food annually, with
55% being fresh produce, fruit, eggs, dairy
and protein.

Ways to Give: $50 per month provides two
seniors with a Grocery Box of shelf-stable food
to stretch their budget. $100 per month spon-
sors a family of four through the Fruit and
Vegetable prescription program.

Home of the Sparrow: Their mission is to
partner with women facing homelessness to
secure housing, achieve long-term stability
and chart new paths for their futures. Last
year, this nonprofit was able to help 896

‘ ‘ $25 provides a

clicker, treats and

microchip for one

puppy in training.
S50 feeds one

dog in the kennel

for a month.

women and children facing homelessness
in Chester County.

Ways to Give: Adopt a family through the
Holiday Gift Program with a $100 donation.

Handi-Crafters Opportunity Center:
This group runs one of the largest nonprofit
employment- and disability-focused sup-
port service programs in the region. It pro-
vides outsourcing solutions that empower
individuals with employment barriers.
Ways to Give: A $50 donation directly
supports individuals with intellectual and

developmental disabilities through meaning-
[l employment.

Canine Partners for Life: For over 35
years, CPL has trained service and com-
panion dogs to assist individuals who have
physical, developmental and cognitive dis-
abilities. At any given time, CPL has 60 to
80 dogs in the training program and sup-
ports over 150 active service and compan-
ion dog teams across the U.S.

Ways to Give: $25 provides a clicker, treats
and microchip for one puppy in training. $50
Jeeds one dog in the kennel for a month.

Open Hearth, Inc.: A leader in resource
coordination and community-building
efforts, Open Hearth provides innovative
programs to support and empower people
to end the cycle of homelessness, get afford-
able housing and a means of transporta-
tion, plus achieve financial stability.

Ways to Give: A $50 donation will pro-
vide a client a one-on-one session with a
[financial navigator to help develop a budget
and provide financial coaching.

Spread the good cheer this year ... and
next. ¢

~ Abbey Gau
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PLANTING

Joliday Jg

GIVE THE ORIGINAL “GREEN” GIFT THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Shannon Montgomery

] IS THE SEASON FOR HOLIDAY SHOPPING!
While youre making your list and checking it twice, be
sure to consider the impact your celebrations have on

our planet.

Making sustainable choices is important all year round, but there’s
no better time to keep the environment in mind than the holiday
season. Stanford University reports that household waste increases
more than 25% between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day, result-
ing in an additional million tons of trash produced weekly.

While there are many options for eco-friendly gifting (see our
December 2022 issue), this year we're focusing on giving plants —
the original “green” gift! Not only do they make beautiful presents,
they also provide a host of environmental benefits. Plants purify the
air, are biodegradable, don't require any packaging and don't need
to be wrapped — according to the Clean Air Partnership, around
8,000 tons of wrapping paper (that’s about 50,000 trees’ worth) are
used and discarded each year.
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Here are some of our favorite plant (and plant-related) gifts, all
from local businesses and organizations. As always, consider shop-
ping small and local, which further reduces your carbon footprint
and helps support the local economy.

PERFECT PLANTS

Kick off your holiday shopping at our area’s nurseries, green-
houses and garden shops. While you're browsing the rows and rows
of dazzling plants, be sure to keep your recipient in mind. “There
are several important factors to consider before buying a plant as
a gift,” says John Rapini, Green Goods Buyer and Garden Shop
Manager at Longwood Gardens. “Consider the recipient’s skill level,
their light conditions and if they have the right space to plant it.”
Luckily, our local businesses have a wide inventory and experts on
hand to help you pick the perfect plant.

Stop by Mostardi Nursery in Newtown Square, a perennial
favorite since 1976. They have all the classic Christmas flowers

— poinsettias, amaryllis, paperwhites — as well as other seasonal
greenery, many with festive names. The experts at Mostardi recom-
mend succulents like Christmas cactus and Kandy Kane kalanchoes
as well as frosty ferns, flowering helleborus and ardisia plants, plus
rosemary and lavender trees.

In West Chester, shoppers have multiple options for finding the
perfect plant for anyone on your list. At Matlack Florist, co-owner
Clare Mulloy says, “Unless your recipient is a seasoned plant par-
ent, we tend to think the best plant gifts are low-maintenance, able
to thrive in low-light environments and can tolerate a fair bit of
neglect.” She recommends a snake plant, jade plant — “an attrac-
tive, slow-growing succulent that’s known to represent growth and
prosperity” — or unique-looking ZZ plant, all of which are both
pretty to look at and easy to care for.

At The Green House, recently opened on Church Street in
West Chester, you'll find a variety of plants in unique pots made by
owner Peter Giuffre. For those who love plants but struggle to keep
them alive, Giuffre recommends preserved moss. “Preserved moss
doesn’t need water or sunlight,” he says. “This solves the problem
of giving some greenery but with no strings attached.” Giuffre also
suggests wood-trough succulent or cacti gardens. “These are unique,
low-maintenance vessels that are great as centerpieces on kitchen
tables, coffee tables,” he says. “Anybody would love one of these for
their house.” As for flowers, Giuffre says, “My personal favorite is
red and pink anthuriums. Their blooms last forever.”

1. Holiday plants from
Mostardi Nursery

@ 2. Snake plant, jade plant
and ZZ plant from
Matlack Florist

3. Preserved moss from
The Green House

®

Still looking for more? You're sure to find a special plant at The
Garden Shop at Longwood Gardens. Manager John Rapini has
recommendations for recipients of all skill levels. For those with less
experience, he suggests “easy houseplants such as sansevieria, succu-
lents, hoyas and ferns. Tillandsia (air plants) can make themselves at
home practically anywhere.”

For those up for more of a challenge, Rapini recommends a bon-
sai or orchid. “The gift of bonsai is more than just a plang its the
opportunity to have a whole new hobby,” he says. “Orchids can also
open up a new hobby for houseplant enthusiasts.”

Finally, Rapini says that you cant go wrong with Planted by
Longwood, “a collection of living works of art that are designed and
planted onsite by The Garden Shop Design Team at Longwood
Gardens. These terrariums and potted plants are beautiful and easy
to care for, making them an ideal gift for plant lovers or those look-
ing to add a touch of greenery to their homes.”

ARTFUL ARRANGEMENTS

Know someone who loves plants but doesn’t have the time — or
green thumb — to care for them? You may want to opt for a flower
arrangement. Not only are they gorgeous to look at, they require
little attention (just add water) and can be composted or dried after
they've wilted.

For a beautiful gift that supports a great cause, choose an arrange-
ment from West Chester’s Kati Mac Floral Designs. Over half the

CountyLinesMagazine.com | December 2023 | County Lines 29


http://CountyLinesMagazine.com
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com

SN3AYVYD AOOMDNOT40 AS3ILHNOD OLOHd

employees have special needs, and the busi-
ness provides them with an opportunity
to learn and grow. Partnering with local
flower farms, they create stunning arrange-
ments using fresh, seasonal plants. Choose
an arrangement with red and white flowers
along with pine sprigs for a festive gift that’s
sure to spruce up the recipient’s home.

Another great option is Hilltop Flower
Co. Their Kennett Square shop offers sea-
sonal bouquets as well as artisan goods for
the home and garden. For a unique gift,
give a dried floral wreath made with leftover
flowers from Hilltop’s wedding arrange-
ments — beautiful and sustainable!

Or, give the gift of flowers all year round
with a BloomBox subscription from Ken-
ny's Flower Shoppe, a Media staple for
over 40 years. Get a custom, handcrafted
flower arrangement delivered every month,
plus a free stuffed animal. Three-, six- and

12-month subscriptions are available.

MEMORABLE MEMBERSHIPS

Alternatively, give the beauty of plants
without any of the hassle with a member-
ship to one of our areas public gardens.
Plus, membership fees contribute to con-

®

servation efforts, so you can do good with
your holiday gifting.

A membership to Winterthur Museum,
Gardens & Library includes unlimited
free general admission, dawn-to-dusk gar-
den and estate access with miles of paths,
discounts in the café and Museum Store,
and a free Yuletide at Winterthur house
tour, which runs through January 7. Sim-
ilar benefits are offered at Longwood Gar-
dens and other area gardens.

Can't pick just one garden? With 38 pub-
lic gardens, arboreta and historic landscapes
in the region, Philadelphia is America’s Gar-
den Capital, making it a tough choice. For-
tunately, you can give the gift of an Ameri-
ca’'s Garden Capital Passport, along with
tickets to participating gardens. Encourage
your friends and family to log their garden
visits and get their passports stamped, just
like an international travel passport. In
addition to Longwood and Winterthur,
participating gardens include Pottstown’s
Welkinweir, Devon’s Jenkins Arboretum
& Gardens and Villanovas Stoneleigh: A
Natural Garden. Passports are available for
free at participating locations or online at
AmericasGardenCapital.org/Passport.

®

4. Bonsaifrom The Garden Shop at Longwood Gardens

5. Holiday arrangement from Kati Mac Floral Design

6. America’s Garden Capital Passport

30 County Lines|December 2023 | CountyLinesMagazine.com

A Tree-mendous Gift

Help support reforestation through
the U.S. Forest Service's Plant-A-Tree
program. For as little as $10, you can
plant a tree in a special someone’s
name. Your donation will be used

to acquire and plant seedlings in a
national forest of your choice or wher-
ever it's needed most. You can then
choose from three different certificate
designs to download and present to
your green gift recipient. Learn more
at PlantATree.FS.USDA.gov.

This holiday season, reduce your envi-
ronmental impact by giving the gift of
plants. Your loved ones — and Mother
Nature — will thank you.

Happy holidays, and happy (green)
shopping! ¢

‘ ‘ With 38 public

gardens, arboreta
and historic
landscapes in the
region, Philadelphia
iIs America's

Garden Capital.

®

Our Dubarry Oxford
Outlet Store may be
gone, but there’s still
a way to shop local!

Visit us at

or shop online at
WWW.DUBARRY.COM
for our full collection
and information
on our holiday
market pop up.

Galway Country Boot (Valnut)

Footwear | Apparel | Bags | Accessories

Visit our holiday pop up or shop online
us-sales@dubarry.com | +1-866-658-3569 | www.dubarry.com
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Holiday

Gifting

BECAUSE THERE'S THE RIGHT SIZE BOOK FOR EVERYONE

Shelley Laurence, Main Point Books

ET’S FACE IT. WE ALL LOVE TO GET GIFTS. BUT

L buying the perfect holiday present for others can be over-
whelming, especially if you've got a long list.

A trip to your local independent bookstore is a great way to breeze

through the whole gift-buying process! There’s something for every-

one, whatever their interests.

START SHOPPING

For example: who doesn’t love a well written story that makes you
think? Absolution by Alice McDermott fits that bill. My colleague,
Anmiryam Budner calls Absolution “a stunning book that forces you
to consider the nature of good deeds. Is a good deed really for the
benefit of the recipient or is it for your own? With its Vietnamese
setting, this novel ties together the personal and the societal level
considerations of these questions brilliantly.” She asks the question,
“Why have I not read Alice McDermott before?” Have you?

Got a pop culture vulture on your list? A celebrity memoir could be
a great choice, especially from a major superstar. Barbra Streisand tells
her own story in My Name is Barbra. The book is just like Streisand:
frank, funny and opinionated. From her early struggles to the break-
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out performance (Funny Girl) that made her a star, Barbra dishes on
everything, including her famous friends and her marriage to actor
James Brolin. My Name is Barbra is a must for any Streisand fan.

Know someone who fancies The Fonz? They'll love Being Henry
by Henry Winkler. The actor’s memoir is a thoughtful and deeply
felt history. He shares stories of his heartbreaking childhood, his
struggles with severe dyslexia and the pressures that come with suc-
cess. This book has it all: heart, charm and, above all, a sense of
humor.

Need a book for a cook? Give them the definitive seafood guide
from Eric Ripert, the three-Michelin-starred chef of Le Bernardin.
Seafood Simple features mouth-watering photos and 85 step-by-
step recipes for preparing incredible fish at home. Does the thought
of tuna carpaccio, crispy fish tacos or shrimp tempura set your
mouth watering? Seafood Simple is a master class in these dishes and
more, created especially for the home cook.

Here's a great gift idea for the Eagles fan in your life (and who doesn't
have one of those?). Robert W. Cohen offers up The 50 Greatest
Players in Philadelphia Eagles History. Cohen scrutinizes the
careers of the 50 players who made the greatest impact on the Birds.

Its sure to spark a great debate around the
table at Christmas dinner. At least three peo-
ple on my list are getting this book!

Know someone who wants to spend
more time in the great outdoors? Wild
Philly by Mike Weilbacher is the perfect
choice. If you think Philadelphia is a con-
crete jungle, think again. Weilbacher is the
executive director of the Schuylkill Center
for Environmental Education, our ared’s
largest and oldest nature center, and his
book is a vibrant, family-friendly guide to
the unexpected nature around us. But don’
just take my word for it. The Philadelphia
Inguirer agrees, saying “This guidebook by
Mike Weilbacher includes the region’s nat-
ural history, 101 species to know and 19
field trips in the city, surrounding suburbs
and South Jersey.”

Want to help someone achieve a goal?
With Think Again, Wharton professor
Adam Grant offers a new framework for
raising aspirations and exceeding expec-
tations. Former tennis superstar Serena
Williams is a believer, saying “This brilliant
book will shatter your assumptions about
what it takes to improve and succeed. I
wish I could go back in time and gift it to
my younger self. It would’ve helped me find
a more joyful path to progress.”

FOR THE KIDDOS
There are plenty of new holiday books

for kids, and some are sure to become your
next family classic. Mo Willems brings us
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Sleigh.
The Pigeon has made his holiday wish list,

and the thing he wants most is to drive a
sleigh. Will his dream come true? Your kids
will have a great time finding out.

Matt Tavares offers up another holiday
classic in the making, Dasher Can't Wait
for Christmas is a joyful ode to helping
others. Dasher gets lost after sneaking out
for a holiday party and can't find the North
Star in the sky to lead her home. With the
help of a child and an unexpected gift, will
she make it back in time to guide Santa’s
sleigh on Christmas Eve?

Celebrate Hanukkah with your favorite
Diggers! This one is perfect for kids who
cant get enough of trucks. Where Do
Diggers Celebrate Hanukkah? shows
diggers, cranes, cement mixers and more
eating latkes, lighting the menorah and
playing dreidel with friends.

And Kwanzaa takes center stage in The
Night Before Kwanzaa by Natasha Wing,
with Kirsti Jewel. You'll meet a little boy
who's excited to celebrate with his family.
Every evening, they light a candle and learn
about their history.

This is just small sample of what you'll
find at your local bookstore. Drop in and
get some help to put a dent in your holiday
list. Happy shopping! ¢

Shelley Laurence is a bookseller at Main Point
Books, an independent bookstore with a handpicked
selection for every member of the family. Check out
their events, book groups and childrens activities at
MainPointBooks.com or on Facebook, Instagram
and Tiitter. Order online for delivery or pick-up.
484-580-6978; 116 N. Wayne Ave., Wayne.

CountyLinesMagazine.com | December 2023 | County Lines

33


http://MainPointBooks.com
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com

34

PHOTO CREDIT: TIMLYN VAUGHAN PHOTOGRAPHY

/ NEW SHOPS & OLD FAVORITES ARE HOLIDAY READY /

Cara Corridoni

TOREFRONTS ARE WRAPPED IN PINE. LIGHTS

S are twinkling. Shop windows are decked out in their holiday

best. You can almost hear Bing Crosby singing, “It’s begin-

ning to look a lot like Christmas...” Or maybe thats the Uptown
Singers performing on the Historic Courthouse steps?

Christmas in West Chester is back with all the charm youve come

to expect. Only this year, as you make your way up a snow-covered

Gay Street (one can hope), youlll find a bounty of exciting new

shopping options tucked in between the tried and true gift deliverers.
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LET'S TAKE YOU
TO CHURCH ... STREET

Let’s begin this shopping journey under the holiday lights
of Church Street. The already-charming side street is being
included this year in the Greater West Chester Chamber of
Commerce’s popular “Lights Up West Chester” program,
making it all the merrier.

Church Street is also home to a trio of noteworthy stops.
West Chester’s newest coffee shop, Twin Valley Coffee, is
located on the ground floor of the Church Street Market
House (120 N. Church). This is the third location for the
local roasters, whose rich, creamy coffee is known to draw
fanatics from miles around. Grab a holiday latte and some
expert-approved coffee paraphernalia for the caffeine lover on
your list. Have a coffee devotee in the family? Twin Valley
offers refillable growlers. Gift a filled growler now and the
recipient can refill it at a discount in the future. Coffee lasts
about two weeks.

After our caffeine fix, les head across the hall to Turks
Head Wines, a new package shop delivering handcrafted
Northern California wines to our area. In January 2022,
owner Allison Owen decided to leave the corporate world
behind to pursue her passion for world-class wine. Today she
sources fruit and produces a diverse portfolio of approachable
yet elegant wines. Grab a bottle or two for your next holiday
party. Pair with a wine accessory for a perfect hostess gift.

Now that were properly caffeinated, and armed with a
few bottles of wine, let’s head across the street to the Green
House, an adorable plants-and-more shop that opened this
summer (107 N. Church). While the rest of the world is
brown and barren, this little shop is an oasis of green. Choose
from a selection of hardy house plants homed in cement
pottery made by owner Peter Giuffre. With potted plants
ranging from $15 to $65, you'll be tempted to swap all your
hostess bouquets for something that lasts long past your visit.

Handmade, staff-curated gift baskets are also available.

GO TO GAY STREET

Turn the corner and head to Gay Street, where you'll find
many of your old favorites. But stay sharp because sprinkled
along the way are some fun new finds.

First, go west to Pomp West Chester (141 W. Gay).
Inside you'll find a one-of-a-kind collection of small-batch,
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