
45

Wedding Issue
Event Venues • Reimagining Weddings • Honeymoons 

Newlywed Finances • Lancaster History • Garden Inspiration

Your guide to unique places, interesting events, fine dining, great shopping  
and the special lifestyle of Southeastern Pennsylvania and Northern Delaware

APRIL 2022 $3.95

Photography by Letitia Clark

New Showroom Coming Soon • Malvern, PA • 484.318.8367

  ove yourKitchen!L

Visit us on our website: www.Sugarbridge.com

Kitchen Renovation, Berwyn, PA

515 S. Franklin St., Ste. 100  •  West Chester, PA 19382

FPO



NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED for Her Wisdom in Wealth Management. .. 
LOCALLY RECOGNIZED for Her Care and Service to the Community ... 

PATTI CURRENTLY SERVES AS A BOARD OF DIRECTOR FOR CHESTER COUNTY HOSPITAL AND HEALTH SYSTEM, YMCA 

OF GREATER BRANDYWINE AND CCOONNNNEECCTT  TTHHRRUU  CCAANNCCEERR.. SHE IS A FORMER BOARD MEMBER OF THE CHESTER 

COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL, AND SEEDCO (APPROVING SBA LOANS). 

1045 ANDREW DRIVE, SUITE A 
WEST CHESTER, PA 19380 
610.429.9050 

KeyFinanciallnc.com KEY FINANCIAL, INC. 
Wealth Management With Wisdom & Care 

Securities offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., member Fl NRA/SI PC. Insurance services offered through Patricia Brennan are independent of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Advisory services offered through Key Financial, Inc., a registered investment 
advisor, not affiliated with Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. 
The Forbes ranking of America's Top Wealth Advisors, is based on an algorithm of qualitative and quantitative data, rating thousands of wealth advisors with a minimum of seven years of experience and weighing factors like revenue trends, assets under management, 
compliance records, industry experience and best practices learned through telephone and in-person interviews. There is no fee in exchange for rankings. 

The "Barron's Winner's Circle Top 1200" is a select group of individuals who are screened on a number of different criteria. Among the factors that advisors are assessed include their assets under management, revenues, the quality of service provided to clients, and 
their adherence to high standards of industry regulatory compliance. Portfolio performance is not a factor. Please see Barrons.com for more information. 
The "Barron's Winner's Circle Top 100" is a select group of individuals who are screened on a number of different criteria. Among factors the survey takes into consideration are the overall size and success of practices, the quality of service provided to clients, 
adherence to high standards of industry regulatory compliance, and leadership in "best practices" of wealth management. Portfolio performance is not a factor. Please see Barrons.com for more information.
Third-party rankings and recognitions are no guarantee of future investment success and do not ensure that a client or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. These ratings should not be construed as an endorsement of the 
advisor by any client nor are they representative of any one client's evaluation. 

The Patti Brennan Show
Dedicated to Help Improve Your Net Worth
Listen on iTunes, GooglePlay Music, Spotify or Stitcher!

Forbes ranks Patti #1 Top Women Wealth Advisor in the State 
and #13 Top Women Wealth Advisor in the Nation!

Securities offered through Royal Alliance Associates, Inc., member Fl NRA/SI PC. Insurance services offered through Patricia Brennan are independent of Royal Alliance Associates, Inc. Advisory services offered through Key Financial, Inc., a registered investment 
advisor, not affiliated with Royal Alliance Associates, Inc.
The Forbes ranking of America’s Top Wealth Advisors, is based on an algorithm of qualitative and quantitative data, rating thousands of wealth advisors with a minimum of seven years of experience and weighing factors like revenue trends, assets under management, 
compliance records, industry experience and best practices learned through telephone and in-person interviews. There is no fee in exchange for rankings. 
The “Barron’s Winner’s Circle Top 1200” is a select group of individuals who are screened on a number of different criteria. Among the factors that advisors are assessed include their assets under management, revenues, the quality of service provided to clients, and 
their adherence to high standards of industry regulatory compliance. Portfolio performance is not a factor. Please see Barrons.com for more information. 
The “Barron’s Winner’s Circle Top 100” is a select group of individuals who are screened on a number of different criteria. Among factors the survey takes into consideration are the overall size and success of practices, the quality of service provided to clients, 
adherence to high standards of industry regulatory compliance, and leadership in “best practices” of wealth management. Portfolio performance is not a factor. Please see Barrons.com for more information.
Third-party rankings and recognitions are no guarantee of future investment success and do not ensure that a client or prospective client will experience a higher level of performance or results. These ratings should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor 
by any client nor are they representative of any one client’s evaluation.FPO



Fox Hill Farm | East Marlborough Township
Fox Hill Farm is set on 80.2 bucolic acres complete with a fabulous house, pool, pond, tennis 
court, barn, indoor and outdoor arenas plus a dressage ring, and cross-country course. The 

Archer & Buchanan designed home of 10,000 square feet represents the epitome of gracious 
country living. The 7 bedroom, 5.4 bath stone home features rare details like Italian marble 
floors and 200 year old wood floors from a French chateau. The workmanship in this home 

is spectacular! The large Kitchen features high-end appliances and marble counters. The Mas-
ter Suite is really special! The Lower Level has a large Wine Cellar, Exercise Room, Theater, 
and Game Room. The Barn and Indoor Arena offer 27 stalls. Great equestrian community 

and located in the nationally ranked Unionville-Chadds Ford School District!
$6,875,000

Bittersweet Drive | Pocopson Township
Set on 7.3 exceedingly private acres in Pocopson Township, sits this spectacular 18,000 square 

foot, tutor style home featuring a spectacular main level Master Suite with “His” and “Her” 
bathrooms, Walk-in Closets, a private Office, and a large Bedroom. The home boasts 5 

Bedrooms, 8.3 Bathrooms plus a four room guest/in-law suite easily accessed by way of the 
home’s three level elevator.The main level Living Room, Dining Room, incredible Kitchen, 
and stellar Family Room must be seen to be appreciated! All of the Bedrooms enjoy En-Suite 
Bathrooms. The Lower Level features an amazing Wine Cellar, Theater, Game Room and 
second Family Room. This fabulous property is located with easy access to Wilmington plus 

set in the nationally ranked Unionville-Chadds Ford School District!
$4,750,000

Historic Strode’s Mill, East Bradford Township
Strode’s Mill is an historically significant Grist Mill (c.1721) registered in the Nation-
al Archives. There is both a spacious residential side and a commercial space cur-

rently leased to a gallery with ample parking for 25 cars. Two parcels total 1+ acres. 
The property has been well maintained with an updated HVAC system (heat & 

cooling), cedar shake roof, Marvin windows, boiler and deck. Public water, sewer, 
and natural gas. Great investment opportunity close to West Chester Borough

$799,000

Springdale Farm, Pennsbury Township
Springdale Farm (c.1703) has been tastefully restored and completely modernized. 

On the National Register, and set on 11.67 private acres, the 4BR, 4.1BA stone 
home features an incredible Kitchen and a fabulous main suite with luxurious bath. 
Two of the bedrooms have en-suite baths. Details include several fireplaces, original 
floors, interior stone walls, and exposed beams. There is also a one bedroom guest 
house and a detached office! The grounds include stone walls, views, and privacy.

Price Upon Request

HollyGrossGroup.com   •   Call 610-430-3030
Licensed in PA, DE, MD

Holly Gross      Stephen Gross      Stewart Gross
Jenny Cassidy     Michael Mummert     Herb Schwabe

Residential • Farms • Land • Commercial

610-431-1100
A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thornbury Township
Set on a near two acre lot in the sought-after Dilworthtown Woods community, sits 
this fabulous 4 Bedroom, 2.1 Bath brick home inspired by a Philadelphia Society 
Hill 18th century Georgian home. Blessed with an excellent floorpan, the Primary 
Suite’s bathroom was featured at the Philadelphia Home Show prior to installation. 
Located in Ruston High School zone- considered the best in a great school district!

$760,000
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Adventure comes in many forms. 
Come find yours…

From the historic charm of Annapolis along the shores  
of the Chesapeake Bay to the entertainment district of 
Arundel Mills and beyond, discover all that Annapolis and 
Anne Arundel County have to offer.

CHOOSE YOUR ADVENTURE AT VISITANNAPOLIS.ORG

Escape from the Ordinary

FPO
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THE SPRINGTIME TRADITION CONTINUES! 
Gather family and friends this year for a Mother’s Day Point-to-Point. 

Tailgate spaces and guest wristbands are on sale now at winterthurPTP.org.

    800.448.3883        I       302.888.4600        I       winterthur.org/PTP

racing     I     tailgating    I     picnicking    I     antique carriages

SUNDAY, MAY 8

Sponsored by 

18002_PTP_2022 county Lines.qxp_2022  3/4/22  10:19 AM  Page 1
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Your guide to unique places, interesting events, fine dining, great shopping  
and the special lifestyle of Southeastern Pennsylvania and Northern Delaware

SEPTEMBER 2021 $3.95
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Across County Lines Tour
Phoenixville Focus • Local Real Estate Market

Private School Guide • Pumpkins & Apples
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18th Local Dining Guide
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Guidebook
2021–2022

Guidebook
2021–2022

44

Your guide to unique places, interesting events, fine dining, great shopping  
and the special lifestyle of Southeastern Pennsylvania and Northern Delaware

JUNE 2021 $3.95

Summer Dining
Gardens, Books & Wine
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QUINTESSENTIAL LANCASTER • SPRING BULBS • BEER FLAVORS

Wedding Issue

Your guide to unique places, interesting events, fine dining, great shopping  
and the special lifestyle of Southeastern Pennsylvania and Northern Delaware

APRIL 2021 $3.95

I
It’s April, it’s spring and it’s time for new beginnings! 
This issue is aimed at those planning their own beginning as a married couple. We look at “The 

Reimagined Storybook Wedding,” where Carol Metzker describes how couples are putting a personal 
stamp on their big day. One chose a theme from Star Wars. Another a Mediterranean theme. 

Shannon Montgomery reviews honeymoon trends in “New Moons” and discovers post-  
(and pre-) wedding travel: mini-moons, many moons and early moons. Elizabeth Hughes looks 
at trends in hair and makeup and finds natural hair, less makeup and healthy skin are in. Read 
“Beautiful Brides … Naturally.”

In “Guide to Wedding Venues & Services” and “Wedding Style,” Marci Tomassone compiles your 
best sources for venues, caterers, flower, jewelry and more. 

And because marriage is one of the most life-changing decisions you’ll ever make, Andrew 
Scheppegrell of Brumbaugh Wealth Management has financial advice for newlyweds in 
“Getting Married?” 

Considering a mini-moon close to home or a family road trip? Visit our neighbor to the west—
Lancaster County. Ed Malet takes a deep dive in “Lancaster’s History.” Another trip to consider is one to 
the dentist for that over-due checkup. “Time to Return for Routine Dental Care,” says Dr. Peter Patellis 
of the Kennett Center for Advanced Dentistry. 

Read about 300 years of history with just two families at Springdale Farm, the featured property in our 
Home of the Month (hint, one family was the Mendenhalls). And for gardeners eager to start planning 
and planting, Chanticleer’s Timothy Erdmann shares thoughts on preparing in “On Inspiration.”

For the foodies, Michael Contreras of 2SP Brewing Company shares “Some Minor Thoughts on 
Craft Beer,” while Brandywine Table’s Alyssa Thayer learns about foraging from Tim Mountz of Happy 
Cat Farm. Another rite of spring.

As always, our Best Things To Do section is filled with fun for April.
Thank you for reading. 

COMING INMay
ANNUAL EQUESTRIAN ISSUE

Devon Horse Show • Steeplechase Races
Landscape & Garden Design • Spring Style

House & Garden Tours • Along the Main Line
Gallery Roundup • Cinco de Mayo Drinks

Equestrian Issue

MAY 2021

$3.95
Celebrating 44 Years of Publishing!

FP
O THE RACES  

ARE HERE,  
WITH CHANGES  
TO KEEP US SAFE  

WHILE STILL  
DELIVERING 

HIGH INTENSITY  
EXCITEMENT.

Madison Meinel

is Back!

FLOWERS ARE BLOOMING, SKIES ARE CLEAR AND WARM WEATHER IS HERE 

to stay. We’re welcoming spring in the Brandywine Valley, which means steeplechase season has 

finally arrived!

After a year’s hiatus, our fondness for steeplechase races has only grown stronger. 

While this year will look a little different, race organizers have been busy making sure fans can cel-

ebrate these springtime traditions safely. From in-person spectating and live-streamed races to fantasy 

steeplechase stables and virtual events, planners are jumping over hurdles to make sure everyone’s 

included in the action. 

Here’s what you need to know for this year’s race season. So, pull out your race-day best, find your 

Pimm’s cup recipe and read on to learn what to expect this year!

Willowdale Steeplechase

PHOTO BY JIM GRAHAM

    Reprinted  May 2021

&Garden
Home

Winterthur Gardens Azalea and Bluebells
PHOTO BY LINDA EIRHART, COURTESY OF WINTERTHUR 

Edited by Marci Tomassone

SPRING AT LAST! Time to get outside. We’re lucky to have so many outstanding public gardens 
right in our backyard—Welkinweir, Jenkins 

Arboretum, Longwood Gardens, Stoneleigh, 
Tyler Arboretum, Morris Arboretum, Chanti-
cleer Garden and many more. Make a note to 

visit one during National Public Gardens Week, May 7–16, even if it’s a  virtual visit this year.
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ALTHOUGH WE’RE STILL FOCUSED ON BEING SAFE 
in year two of the pandemic, the good news is that things are 
beginning to improve. Some semblance of normal life and 

regular routines are returning.
So, it’s time to return to scheduling regular medical checkups, 

including at your dentist’s office. Sometimes these routine tasks are 
the last items on our to-do lists. Yet some—like visiting the dentist—
should be among the first. 

Your oral health is a gateway to your overall health. Often it’s your 
family dentist who first notices a change in your oral health that has 
implications for heart disease, cancer, diabetes or other important 
health issues. That’s just one reason six-month checkups are essential 
to good health.

PANDEMIC IMPACTS
Delaying routine dental care during the pandemic has resulted in 

a range of problems. Small problems can become big problems over 
time without proper care. That tiny cavity can grow and become a 
big headache as well as a toothache. 

Changes in our routines can also affect our oral health. For 
example, long-term mask wearing may cause some people to 
change their breathing patterns and water consumption. These 
changes can cause dry mouth, which affects our mouth’s bacteria 
and can lead to increased plaque buildup. The decreased moisture 
from drinking less changes our saliva and allows bacteria to grow 
and affect our gums and teeth, contributing to an increased poten-
tial for periodontal disease.

Time to Return for Routine Dental Care

Dr. Peter Patellis, Kennett Center for Advanced Dentistry

YOUR DENTIST MISSED YOU.

To help avoid problems, take small sips of liquid throughout the 
day, maintain daily brushing and flossing, and limit sugary foods. 
But the most important way to reduce cavities and gum disease is 
to see your dental professional regularly. And while vigilance about 
preventing the spread of Covid remains, long-term mask wearing 
makes regular dental exams even more essential.

MAKE THAT APPOINTMENT
One silver lining of the Covid era has been to highlight how 

safe visits to your dentist’s office are. Covid required the healthcare 
community to take a hard look at their infection controls involving 
patients and to make adjustments. Most dentists were routinely 
wearing PPE, working in spaces with some aerosol control and 
ensuring settings were thoroughly disinfected between patients. In 
addition, the past two years have seen new equipment and tech-
nology used to reduce contamination and increase patient safety.

When you return to your dentist’s office, here are some things to 
remember. Bring an updated list of medications along with dates 
and types of vaccines you’ve received. Write down any medical 
changes—surgeries, conditions, illness—you’ve experienced since 
your last visit. Note any changes, pain or discomfort you’ve had 
with your teeth or mouth, however slight. Dental health often 
gives a warning before serious medical trouble begins.

If you’re returning after an extended absence, your dentist may 
have to update your records with X-rays along with a thorough 

clinical evaluation and periodontal screening. These procedures are 
needed to gauge your overall oral health because a simple visual 
inspection and teeth cleaning are not a complete visit. Your dentist 
can’t see between your teeth or at the root level of the teeth, which 
is why the X-rays are needed. 

A complete examination of your teeth and gums, under your 
tongue and inside your cheeks and lips is needed to look for signs 
of oral cancer. Periodontal screening measures the gums around 
the teeth for pockets that might contain bacteria and can lead to 
disease if not addressed properly.

Proper health begins with the ability to eat food and drink fluids. If 
your teeth or gums give you discomfort or interfere with consuming 
proper nutrients, your overall health will suffer.

Teeth are more than a beautiful accessory—they’re a necessary tool 
to maintaining a long and healthy life. ©

Dr. Patellis has been helping patients regain their 
smiles since earning his degree in dentistry in 
1989 from the University of Pittsburgh. A highly 
regarded educator and nationally recognized 
leader in the fields of CEREC and CAD-CAM 
Dentistry, he’s a current faculty member with The 
Misch-Resnik International Implant Institute and 
a former faculty member at the U. of Pennsylvania 
School of Dental Medicine. KennettSmiles.com.

A few of our favorite things to share this month about local food and drink[ ]Being Well

Showrooms in West Chester & Broomall

610-429-9773 
boylesflooring.comPZArchitects.com  610.647.6970

Architecture | Comprehensive Property Design | Historic PreservationFPO
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GETTING MARRIED IS ONE OF THE BIGGEST AND 
most life-changing decisions you’ll ever make. In addition 
to all the wedding excitement, there are many mundane, 

yet very important, changes that come with married life. 
Your joint financial life is a key area to consider before and soon 

after your wedding. Some issues may be easy and obvious, but others 
may take some thought.

So, what should you and your partner be talking about now?

BE OPEN
As with any conversation in a relationship, begin with an open 

and honest discussion. When two lives become one, your individual 
past financial decisions can affect your partner and your joint finan-
cial future.

Your new partnership makes it essential to be completely open, 
ask the right questions and be willing to listen.

DISCUSS DEBT
Plenty of people have personal debt. Whether it’s student 

loans or credit card balances, you must disclose and discuss your 
debts with your partner. Having student loan debt is normal, 
but it’s a bad surprise to discover about your new spouse after 
you’re married! 

Sit down together and talk about your plans to handle all out-
standing debt—student loans, credit card, car loans and the like. 
And discuss your credit history and how to ensure good credit scores 
as a married couple. You’ll need good credit when you apply for a 
mortgage or car loan as a couple.

Getting Married?  

Andrew Scheppegrell, Brumbaugh Wealth Management

This may also be a good time to dis-
cuss any assets you have and thoughts about 
sharing those, as well as how to share future 
expenses including paying off prior debts.

FAMILY PLANNING
You may be surprised to know I’ve spoken 

to many engaged couples who haven’t dis-
cussed their plans for a family. Having chil-
dren is one of the biggest financial decisions 
of your life, so it’s important you’re both on 
the same page before saying “I do.” 

Even if you have discussed general family 
plans, there are many related details to cover. 
Will one of you stay home to avoid the cost 
of day care? Will your children attend public 
or private schools? The best course of action 
is a thorough discussion ahead of time.

PROTECTION PLANNING
After you’re married, protection plan-

ning—life insurance, emergency funds, dis-
ability insurance—becomes more important 
than ever, especially if you plan to start a 
family and buy a home. Could you or your 
spouse handle monthly expenses if one 

income was no longer coming in? Perhaps. 
But could you also pay college costs for your 
children in the years to come? 

Consider insurance as a good way to pro-
tect yourselves from the unforeseen. In case 
of an accident or health issues, life insur-
ance could help pay off your mortgage, cover 
living expenses and ensure a college education 
for your kids. All those issues could be more 
difficult with one less source of income.

LONG-TERM PLANNING 
It’s never too early to start planning for 

retirement. Developing a budget with your 
partner can determine whether you meet 
your long-term goals … or not. The best 
time to begin is when you’re young to set 
yourselves up for success and give yourselves 
the widest range of options for the future. 

Developing a financial plan can be done 
online or with the help of a professional. 
Consider making a plan as a roadmap to 
your future goals.

FINAL THOUGHTS
Navigating the roadmap of your personal 

finances can be difficult. It’s important to 

have people in your corner who can help 
along the way. Whether it’s a trusted ally like 
a parent, friend or other personal relation, 
it’s good to have someone knowledgeable to 
discuss these matters with. 

If you don’t yet have someone you feel 
comfortable speaking with or if your situ-
ation is complex, hiring a financial profes-
sional can be a great option as well. 

Be sure to take the time to start your 
marriage on a solid financial foundation. ©

TIME TO TALK ABOUT FINANCES WITH YOUR PARTNER

[ ]Worth Knowing

1-888-354-4740  |  www.kingbarns.com

SETTING THE STANDARD SINCE 1978
Complete design services and fine craftsmanship
Custom barns, arenas, garages and living quarters

Andrew Scheppegrell, Financial Advisor and Director of Busi-
ness Development, Brumbaugh Wealth Management, 415 
Eagleview Blvd., Ste. 110, Exton, PA 19341. 610.458.2495
All investing involves risk, including the possible loss of prin-
cipal. There is no assurance that any investment strategy will 
be successful.
Registered Representatives 
offering securities and advi-
sory services through Cetera 
Advisor Networks LLC, 
Member FINRA/SIPC, a 
Broker-Dealer and a Reg-
istered Investment Advisor. 
Advisory services also offered 
through AdvisorNet Wealth 
Management. Cetera is 
under separate ownership 
from any other entity.

PINEMAR.NETFPO
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Pedals with Petals. West Chester Public Library 
will welcome Pedals with Petals to mark National Library 
Week, April 3–9. The bedecked flowerbike—inspired by 

Amsterdam’s “Flower-
bikeman”—will park outside 
the library with a fresh crop 
of flowers and stack of fun 
books. Like the pleasure of 
reading a good book, seeing 
the flowerbike brings its 
own bit of joy. Head to the 
library to take advantage of 
this Instagram-worthy photo 
op and pick up a great book. 
WCPublicLibrary.org. 

Spring Blooms. Swap out April showers for May flowers 
at Longwood Gardens Spring Bloom exhibit, April 2–May 1. A 
bounty of beautiful flowers—including an award-winning tulip col-

lection, named the Tulip Display of the 
Year in 2019—will be showcased 

in this season of renewal and 
ever-evolving splendor. Stroll 
beneath flowering trees and 
catch the scent of blooming 
wisteria. Leave time to see 
the historic fountains during 
your visit. Check website for 

admission and timed tickets. 
LongwoodGardens.org.

Unwind with Wine. Whether it’s wedding plan-
ning or pandemic unpredictability, our lives are packed with 
stress. Luckily Stress Awareness Month is here to encourage 
us to take a break and embrace our creativity. Yes, there’s yoga 
and meditation, but … Pinot’s Palette and Painting With a 
Twist both have loca-
tions throughout Chester 
County offering painting 
lessons perfectly paired 
with wine. Book private 
parties or find events on 
their websites. Prosecco, 
pinot and pretty paint-
ings—positively perfect! 
PaintingWithATwist.com. 
PinotsPalette.com.

Marking 150 Years. Since opening in 
1872, St. Agnes School has long been an important 
landmark in West Chester, along with its affiliated 
church, dating from 1793. 
Marking generations of dis-
tinction in Catholic education, 
the school has planned fund-
raisers throughout 2022 and 
2023. Anniversary celebrations 
include a special Mass and fun 
filled 150th Anniversary Gala 
in June of 2023. Go Stags!  
SaintAgnesSchoolwc.org. 
SaintAgnesSchoolWC.org. 

Marriage Tree. Want to start your marriage with a unique and sustainable 
tradition? Try a tree planting ceremony. This ancient unity ceremony uses a tree to 
signify a strong relationship taking root and growing over the years. For the ceremony, 
pick a tree that best fits you and your partner—maybe a crape myrtle, sacred to Aph-
rodite, or white jasmine to represent love. Then plant the sapling in the ground or in a 
planter. Watch the tree flourish with your marriage! WeddingCeremonyPro.com.

Just a few things we’d thought you’d like to know this month][Good to Know

208 N. Union Street, Kennett Square, PA

610-444-6311  •  www.KennettSmiles.com

Dental care 
that will make 
you smile.
Whether you just want to keep up 
on your general dental health, are 
considering dental crowns or veneers, 
or need to know your options to 
replace missing teeth, KCAD provides 
advanced comprehensive care 
solutions for patients of all ages.  

Dr. Peter Patellis and the KCAD team are here to help 
with choosing the right treatment options for you.

Visit our website or call to make an appointment 
at our Kennett Square office today!

Peter P. Patellis, 
DMD, DICOI, FMII

Building Your Dreams,
Preserving Your Legacy

717.768.3200
precisebuildings.com

Horse Barns  I  Bank Barn  I  Indoor Arenas  I  Garages  I  Restoration  I  Venues

Photo by Deanna MicheleFPO
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April Picks[ ] Our Picks for top events this month

The Philadelphia Show  
Celebrates Its 60th Anniversary 
April 28–May 1
This year’s antique show will feature 40 outstanding exhibitors spe-
cializing in fine art, design, antiques, Americana, folk art, decorative 
arts and more. Dealer Talks at noon, 2 and 4 p.m. East Terrace at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, 2600 Benjamin Franklin Pkwy., Philadel-
phia. Preview Party, Apr. 28, 6 to 9 p.m., $300 (5 p.m. early admission, 
$600). Apr. 29, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Apr. 30–May 1, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
$20. ThePhiladelphiaShow.com.

Chester County Hospital Gala—
Caribbean Night 
April 30
A fun-filled evening of 
delicious cuisine, cocktails, a 
steel drum performance, 
followed by dancing in the 
Longwood Gardens Conserva-
tory. Come dance the night 
away while supporting Chester 
County Hospital. 1001 
Longwood Rd., Kennett Square. 
Tickets, $300. Event begins at 7 p.m. For info, Chester-
CountyHospital.org/Giving.

49th Annual Yellow Springs Art Show 
April 23–May 15
The galleries in the Lincoln Building will be open to the 
public, in-person and online. This year’s show will feature 
over 200 artists from the region, state and beyond. Benefits 
the arts, education, preservation and environmental protec-
tion of Historic Yellow 
Springs. 1685 Art 
School Rd., Chester 
Springs. Daily, 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Free. Visit 
YellowSprings.org/Event/
Art_Show.

79th Brandywine Hills Point-to-Point 
April 3
See steeplechase racing at its finest over a scenic 318-acre 
property in southern Chester County, on a course including 
as many as 17 jumps. Enjoy activities for children, the 

Radnor Hunt Foxhound 
Parade, raffles and lead line 
and stick pony races. H.E. 
Myrick Conservation Center, 
1760 Unionville Wawaset 
Rd., West Chester. Races 
begin at noon, Open Race at 
3:15 p.m. General admis-
sion, $25. 610-793-1090; 
BrandywineRedClay.org.

Family Canoe at DuPont
Environmental Education Center 
April 30
Take in the beautiful Riverfront view and watch for 
herons, beavers, bald eagles and more. Learn how to 
canoe or improve your technique on a guided tour down 
the river and marshes. Adult participation required. 1400 
Delmarva Ln., Wilmington. 11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. $20. 
302-656-1490; DelawareNatureSociety.org.

Generous
support

provided by

MAY 6, 2022
First Friday • 4pm - 8pm (rain or shine)

Stroll the streets of downtown West Chester and explore the amazing art scene!

Free to attend | Free Metered Parking after 5pm

Presented by the West Chester Business Improvement District
More info @ www.DowntownWestChester.com@DowntownWestChester#WCGalleryWalk

2760 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-Hand • (800) 790-4069

tagS e
Bird-i Hn- and

For our full schedule of shows, featuring comedy, musical 
entertainment and more, visit Bird-in-Hand.com.

Use code CLINES for $5 off
Not valid on group tickets, previous purchases or with other offers. 

Valid on A Simple Sanctuary tickets. Expires 8/10/22.

She Left Behind Everything She Knew, to Save Everything She Loved

April 8 – August 10FPO
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ART, CRAFTS & ANTIQUES .................
APRIL 8 & 10
Brandywine River Museum of Art–Kuerner 
Farm Spring Plein Air Day. Artists working 
in all media are invited to explore the property 
where they can sketch, paint or photograph the 
iconic setting. Staff will be available to answer 
questions and provide insight into Wyeth’s cre-
ative process. 1 Hoffman’s Mill Rd., Chadds 
Ford. 9:30 to 2:30. $20. Visit website to register. 
610-388-2700; Brandywine.org/Events.

APRIL 27–JUNE 10
Exhibition at The Art Trust—Reflections. 
Seven talented artists exhibit new work, in-
cluding one exhibit-specific piece: their unique 
take on a self-portrait in response to being an 
artist during the pandemic. May 6, cocktail re-
ception & Gallery Walk in West Chester, 5 to 9; 
May 19, artists’ talk, 7 pm; June 9, closing event, 
5 to 8:30.  The Art Trust at Meridian Bank, 16 
W. Market St., West Chester. TheArtTrust.org.

MAY 6–8
The Potters Guild Spring Sale. Annual sale 
offering handcrafted functional and decorative 
pottery. Indoors with Covid protocols in place 
including masks required. Duke Gallery, Com-
munity Arts Center, 414 Plush Mill Rd., Wall-
ingford. Fri, 10 to 8, Sat–Sun, 10 to 5. Free. 
ThePottersGuild.com.

BOOKS................................................
APRIL 6, MAY 4
Wellington Square Bookshop. Classics Book 
Club: Apr. 6, “Wuthering Heights” by Emily 
Bronte; May 4, “Heart of Darkness” by Joseph 

Conrad. 2 pm. 549 Wellington Sq., Exton. 610-
458-1144; WellingtonSquareBooks.com.

APRIL 19, 28
Main Point Book Club. Fiction Book Club: 
Apr. 19, “Migrations” by Charlotte McCongahy, 
1 pm. NonFiction Book Club: Apr. 28, “My 
Broken Language” by Quiara Alegria, 7 pm. 116 
N. Wayne Ave., Wayne. 484-580-6978; Main-
PointBooks.com.

APRIL 28
DelArt Readers Book Club. A virtual event on 
Zoom. This month, “Lizzie Siddal: The Tragedy 

of a Pre-Raphaelite Supermodel” by Lucinda 
Hawksley. 2301 Kentmere Pkwy., Wilmington. 
6 to 8 pm. Free. 302-571-9590; DelArt.org.

DANCE ................................................
APRIL 30–MAY 1
First State Ballet Presents Swan Lake. The 
timeless love story of the Swan Queen Odette 
and her Prince Siegfried, who seek to break the 
curse of evil with love. The Grand Wilmington, 
Copeland Hall, 818 N. Market St., Wilm-
ington. Sat, 7 pm; Sun, 2 pm. $23–$60. 302-
652-5577; TheGrandWilmington.org.

S V  D E N T A L

195 W. Lancaster Ave, Suite 1 Paoli, PA 19301

610.296.7797

Theresa M. Smith DDS
Carlos E. Vila DDS

now accepting new patients

W W W . S V D E N T A L . C O M

We treat every patient like family

Things To Dobest Many events are coming back, so take out your calendar 
and fill it in with fun. Please be sure to check websites often 
for the latest updates and for COVID protocols. 

APRIL 1
Teen Flashlight Egg Hunt. 

Radnor Recreation invites 
teens, age 12 and up, to 
participate in a flashlight 
egg hunt along a portion 
of The Radnor Trail. 

Event hub and parking 
at Wayne Art Center, 413 

Maplewood Ave., Wayne. 
Win special prizes, play games and 

enjoy snacks and goodies. Pre-registration 
req. 8 pm. Rain date, April 2. Visit Radnor-
Recreation.com.

APRIL 2–16, APRIL 27–MAY 28
Wednesday & Saturday
Little Nature Explorers at Brandywine Zoo. 
Apr. 2–16, Series 1, for children age 2–6 is 
about animals, habitats and nature and in-
cludes singing, a storybook and nature-based 
activities. Apr. 27–May 28,  Series 2. 1001 
North Park Dr., Wilmington. Register for the 
series, Wed. or Sat. morning, 9:15 to 10 am. 
$75. 302-571-7850; BrandywineZoo.org.

APRIL 2, MAY 7
“We Planted a Tree”: Kids Read and Ex-
plore at Hildacy Preserve. Kids bring their 
favorite adults to hear the featured book, 
“We Planted a Tree” by Diane Muldrow, in 
which young families in two very different 
parts of the world plant a tree and as the trees 
flourish, so do the families. Enjoy hands-on 
activities, a tree planting and a stroll through 
the woods. 1031 Palmers Mill Rd., Media. 10 
am. $5. 610-353-5587; NatLands.org.

APRIL 9
Family Fishing Derby at Linvilla Orchards. 
The annual family fishing derby gives chil-
dren of all ages the chance to reel in their 
very first catch. Age groups include: 7 and 
under, 8 to 11, 12 to 16, and 17 and over. 

Bring your own rod or rent one. Orchard 
Lake at Linvilla Orchards, 137 Knowlton Rd., 
Media. 9 to 3. $24.99 per participant. 610-
876-7116; Linvilla.com.

APRIL 9
Annual Easter Egg Hunt in Everhart Park. 
The hunt features two different age groups: 
one for children 2–5 and another for chil-
dren 6–9. They’ll be searching for more than 
5,000 eggs filled with candy and toys as well 
as raffle tickets for prizes. 100 S. Brandywine 
St,. West Chester. 10 am. West-Chester.com.

APRIL 9 & 16
Easter Egg Hunt at Colonial Pennsylvania 
Plantation. Search the fields to find eggs 
filled with surprises, then visit the farm for 
egg-themed activities and demonstrations, 
storytime, meet the animals, music and 
more. Pre-registration is encouraged. 3900 
N. Sandy Flash Dr., Newtown Square. Farm 
open 11 to 4; egg hunt, 11 to 11:30. $10. Co-
lonialPlantation.org.

APRIL 11–15
School’s Out Camp at Elmwood Park Zoo. 
Children ages 6–13 will explore habits and 
the daily lives of some of the zoo’s wild res-
idents. Each day camp includes hands on 
educational workshops, animal observations, 
animal meet and greets, crafts, and more. 
1661 Harding Blvd., Norristown. 9 to 4. $55. 
800-652-4143.

APRIL 12–15
Spring Fling for Families at Winterthur 
Museum, Garden & Library. Celebrate the 
things that make spring special. Play games, 
make crafts, hear stories and see demonstra-
tions that explore the new life emerging this 
spring on the estate. 5105 Kennett Pk., Win-
terthur. 10 to 2. $8–$22. 800-448-3883; 
Winterthur.org.

APRIL 23–24
Chester Valley Sportsman Assoc. 25th 
Annual Youth Trout Derby. Boys and girls 
ages 5 to 13 are invited. Trophies to those 
catching the 10 largest fish in each session. 
Covid health and safety protocols followed. 
Darby Creek at Saw Mill Park, 666 Earles 
Ln., Newtown Square. Sat, 8 am to 11 pm and 
4 to 7; Sun, 9 am to noon. Free. Pre-register at 
RadnorRecreation.com.

MAY 7
Annual Colonial Mayfair at Pottsgrove 
Manor. Meet historic interpreters, play 
games, join in demonstrations, dance around 
the Maypole, listen to traditional music 
shows, watch sleight of hand and special 
18th-century inspired performances. 100 
W. King St., Pottstown. 11 to 5. $2 donation. 
610-326-4014; MontcoPA.org.

FAMILY 
FUN
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joying live entertainment. At 7:30, cross the 
street to continue the festivities at the theater, 
226 N. High St. 6 to 10 pm. $125. Uptown-
WestChester.org.

APRIL 23
“All That’s Purple Affair” Celebrating Our 
Resilience. Annual gala featuring entertainment 
and silent auction. Benefits the Domestic Vio-
lence Center of Chester County. Franklin Com-
mons, 400 Franklin Ave., Phoenixville. Time 
and tickets, DVCCCPa.org.

APRIL 24
39th Annual Emmanuel Dining Room Auc-
tion. Help feed the poor with The Ministry of 
Caring, a vibrant community united by a passion 
to serve the poor with food, shelter, childcare and 
outreach services. Live and silent auction, hors 
d’oeuvres, buffet dinner, beer and wine. Barclays 
Bank, 100 S. West St., Wilmington. 2 to 6 pm. 
$125. 302-652-5523; MinistryOfCaring.org.

APRIL 24
Unite For HER At Home—Bloom Spring 
Fashion Show. Join in for brunch at home and 
a spring celebration of life, fashion and commu-
nity, featuring Unite for HER Wellness Pro-
gram participants. Tickets benefit local women 
affected by breast and ovarian cancers. Time and 
tickets, UniteForHER.org.

APRIL 25
FORE Fresh Water Golf Invitational. Annual 
golf invitational to support freshwater research, 
environmental education and watershed restora-
tion. Covid protocols will be in place. Sponsor-
ships, foursomes and single golfer packages are 
available. Bidermann Golf Course, Greenville, 
DE. StroudCenter.org/Events.

APRIL 29
People’s Light Annual Auction. This year’s 
gala honors Abigail Adams and highlight her in-
delible impact at People’s Light for over 40 years. 
Toast Abbey’s artistic contributions, leadership 
and tireless work on behalf of the theater. The 
gala will include cocktails, a silent auction, dinner 
and live entertainment. The Farmhouse at Peo-
ple’s Light, 39 Conestoga Rd., Malvern. Tickets 
start at $500. PLGala2022.givesmart.com.

APRIL 29
Home of the Sparrow Black & White Gala. 
Dinner, silent and live auctions. Their mission 
is to partner with women facing homelessness to 
secure housing, achieve long-term stability and 
chart new paths. Drexelbrook Catering, 4700 
Drexelbrook Dr., Drexel Hill. HomeOfTheS-
parrow.org.

APRIL 30
Safe Harbor—Family Cornhole Fundraiser. 
Fun for for adults and teens 13+ with live music, 
a silent auction, prizes and catered food. Safe 
Harbor’s mission is to provide housing, food and 
access to support services for homeless single men 
and women. 20 N. Matlack St., West Chester. 
SafeHarborOfCC.org.

APRIL 30
Peter’s Place 20th Anniversary Benefit & 
Auction. Enjoy an elegant evening of cocktails, 
dinner and auctions to support the mission of 
Peter’s Place, which provides safe and supportive 
environments for grieving children and families. 
Merion Golf Club, 450 Ardmore Ave., Ard-
more. PetersPlaceOnline.org.

GARDENS ...........................................
APRIL 23
Spring Open House at Rushton Woods Pre-

EQUESTRIAN EVENTS  ........................
MAY 1
77th Annual Kimberton Hunt Club Horse 
Show. Enjoy a full schedule of classes in Hunters 
& Jumpers. Hunter & Jumper Stakes, Mini-Prix, 
Marshall & Sterling Medals, Hunter Derby Hunt 
n’ Go format, Lead Line and more. Ludwig’s 
Corner Show Grounds, 5 Nantmeal Rd., Glen-
moore. 610-469-0227; KimbertonHunt.org.

MAY 8
44th Annual Point-to-Point at Winterthur. A 
festive day of pageantry, fun for the entire family 
and thrilling steeplechase racing action with a 
full schedule of events, including the Parade of 
River Hills Foxhounds, Keystone Region Rolls-
Royce Owners’ Club Antique Auto Display. 
5105 Kennett Pk., Winterthur. Tickets and 
schedule, 302-888-4600; Winterthur.org.

FILM ....................................................
APRIL 22–24
The 16th Annual West Chester International 
Short Film Festival. Short films from around the 
world are presented. During the weekend you 
can view over 60 films at the festival, including 
a Family Film Festival and Young Filmmaker 
Film Festival. Tickets and times, 484-639-9237; 
WestChesterFilmFestival.com.

FOOD & BREWS .................................
APRIL 4–10
King of Prussia Restaurant Week. King of 
Prussia’s only restaurant week spotlights KOP’s 
world-class dining scene while raising money for 
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. Held the 
same week, during KOP Shops for CHOP, shop-
pers can save big while supporting CHOP at their 
favorite retailers. KOPRestaurantWeek.com.

APRIL 24
In Person & Live Online Wine Tasting with 
Coach Dick Vermeil. Join Hall of Fame foot-
ball coach Dick Vermeil in-person at The Ab-
bott’s Barn or via Zoom for a virtual wine tasting 
event. Benefits Spring Brook Farm, which 
enriches the lives of children with disabilities 
through animal-assisted and nature-based expe-
riences. 360 Locust Grove Rd., West Chester. 
4:30. 610-793-1037; Springbrook-Farm.org/
SpringFundraiser.

APRIL 24
Annual Celebrity Chef’s Brunch. The Cele-
brity Chefs’ Brunch is celebrating 25 years of 
bringing award-winning chefs to Delaware. In-
dulge in exquisite tastings prepared by world-re-
nowned chefs, as well as brunch cocktails, live 
entertainment and more. Benefits Meals on 
Wheels in Delaware. DuPont Country Club, 
1001 Rockland Rd., Wilmington. MealsOn-
WheelsDE.org.

MAY 5
21st Annual Bringing Hope Home Great 
Guys Dinner. The event brings a sigh of relief 
to families dealing with the financial hardships 
a cancer diagnosis can cause by offering finan-
cial assistance. Join the great guys (and gals) for 
dinner, cocktails, auctions and more. Springfield 
Country Club, 400 W. Sproul Rd., Springfield. 
BringingHopeHome.org.

FUNDRAISERS .....................................
APRIL 2
Willowdale Steeplechase JUMP! Fund-
raiser. JUMP! Back into the swing of things! 
Jungle Love is the theme with open bar, DJ 
Frosty, dancing, food, oyster bar, silent auction. 
Yellow House, 101 E. State St., Kennett Square. 
8 to 11 pm. $75–$99. Willowdale.org.

APRIL 2
Philadelphia Virtual Red Ball. Guests enjoy 
hors d’oeuvres and fabulous food stations. Bene-
fits the Red Cross of Southeastern Pennsylvania, 
which responds to disasters and provide care and 
comfort to families. Vie, 600 N. Broad St., Phila-
delphia. 7 pm to midnight. $250. RedCross.org.

APRIL 9
Coaches vs. Cancer 18th Annual Basket-
Ball. Business, healthcare and philanthropic 
leaders come together for a night to make a dif-
ference in the fight against cancer. Benefits the 
American Cancer Society. The Bellevue, 200 S. 
Broad St., Philadelphia. 6:30 to 11. $400. Phil-
adelphiaBasketBallGala.org.

APRIL 14
The Clinic’s Murder Mystery Dinner. Join 
the fun and solve the murder mystery. Benefits 
The Clinic, providing quality health care to the 
uninsured and underserved, in an atmosphere 
that fosters dignity and respect. Rivercrest Golf 
Club, 100 Rivercrest Dr., Upper Providence 
Township. 6 pm. $100. 610-935-1134; The-
ClinicPA.org.

APRIL 16
Uptown! Knauer Performing Arts Center–
Light Up the Night 6th Annual Gala. Guests 
enjoy hors d’oeuvres and open bar at Chester 
County History Center, 225 N. High St., West 
Chester. Mingle and pose for photos while en-

Local Farm Markets

Artisan Exchange, 208 Carter Dr. 
Unit 13 B, West Chester. Sat, 10 to 1. 
ArtisanExchange.net.

Bryn Mawr Farmers Market, 
Lancaster Ave. Bryn Mawr train station 
lot. Jan. 15–Mar., 1st, 3rd & 5th Sat, 10 
to noon. FarmToCity.org.

Downingtown Farmers Market, 
Kerr Park next to Veteran’s Memorial, 
Pennsylvania Ave. Jan. 8–Apr., 2nd 
& 4th Sat, 10 to noon. 610-836-1391; 
GrowingRootsPartners.com.

Eagleview Farmers Market, Eagleview 
Town Center, Exton. Jan. 6–Apr., 1st 
& 3rd Thurs, 11 to 1. 610-836-1391; 
GrowingRootsPartners.com.

Kennett Square Farmers Market, The 
Creamery, 401 Birch St. Fri, 3 to 5. 610-
444-8188; KSQFarmersMarket.com.

Lancaster County Farmers Market, 
389 W. Lancaster Ave., Wayne. Wed, 
Fri & Sat, 6 to 4. 610-688 -9856; 
LancasterCountyFarmersMarket.com.

Malvern Farmers Market, Warren Ave. 
& Roberts Rd. Jan., 3rd & 5th Sat; Feb.–
Apr., 1st & 3rd Sat., 10 to noon. 610-
836-1391; GrowingRootsPartners.com.

Phoenixville Farmers Market, 200 
Mill St. Sat, 10 to noon; seniors, 9–9:30. 
PhoenixvilleFarmersMarket.org.

Thornbury Farmers Mkt. & CSA, 1256 
Thornbury Rd. Fri, noon to 6; Sat, 9 to 6; 
Sun, 11–4:30. ThornburyFarmCSA.com.

West Chester Growers Market, 
Chestnut & Church Sts. Jan. 15–Apr., 
1st, 3rd & 5th Sat: 10 to noon . 610-436-
9010; WestChesterGrowersMarket.com.

Westtown Amish Market, 1165 
Wilmington Pk., West Chester. Thur, 
9 to 6; Fri, 9 to 7; Sat, 8 to 4. 610-492-
5700; WestChesterAmishMarket.com.

Founded 
in 1709

• Local, fresh, naturally grown 
produce.

• Local coffee, breads, milk, 
cheese and honey.

• Eggs from free range hens.
• Farm and Battle of Brandywine 

Tours and Events.   

1256 Thornbury Road, West Chester, PA
610-793-2933 • ThornburyFarmCSA.com

Everything in One Place to Create Your Dream Day!
Year-round heated covered patios!

Historical Farm.
Local fresh produce & farm market.

Community events & tours.FPO
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Alton Brown Live! in the Playhouse; Apr. 14, 
Bela Fleck; Apr. 15, “One Night in Memphis” 
tribute to Carl Perkins, Johnny Cash, Jerry Lee 
Lewis and Elvis Presley; Apr.  21, Whose Live 
Any-way? Apr. 22, Fraser & Haas; Apr. 24, One 
Night of Queen; Apr. 29, Charles Walden and 
guest Dante Carter and Scooter. 818 N. Market 
St., Wilmington. Times and tickets, 302-652-
5577; TheGrandWilmington.org. 

APRIL 1–29
Kennett Flash. Apr. 1, David Grier; Apr. 2, 
Jeffrey Gaines; Apr. 9, Solar Federation–A 
Tribute to Rush; Apr. 15, Mark Unruh; Apr. 
16, Winslow–An Evening of The Eagles; Apr. 
22, Iron Butterfly; Apr. 29, Stick Men. 102 
Sycamore Alley, Kennett Square. Times and 
tickets, 484-732-8295; KennettFlash.org.

APRIL 1–30
The Keswick Theatre Presents. Apr. 1, An 
Evening with David Sedaris; Apr. 6, Colin Hay 
Solo; Apr. 8, Marisela, La Dama de Hierro; 
Apr. 9, Letterkenny Live!; Apr. 10, Crank-
Gameplays Presents: I Have To Do This Show; 
Apr. 14, Kenny Wayne Shepherd Band; Apr. 
15, An Evening with Transatlantic; Apr. 16, 
Gus Johnson; Apr. 19, One Night of Queen; 
Apr. 21, Aimee Mann; Apr. 24, Legends 
Live Tour Featuring Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals 
& Micky Dolenz of the Monkees; Apr. 25, 
Lindsey Buckingham; Apr. 27, OMD 40 Years 
Greatest Hits; Apr. 28, StarTalk Live with Neil 
deGrasse Tyson; Apr. 30, Marky Ramone—
My Life As A Ramone. 291 N. Keswick Ave., 
Glenside. Times and tickets, 215-572-7650; 
KeswickTheatre.com.

APRIL 2–MAY 1
American Music Theatre. Apr. 2, Spring 
Doo-Wop Cavalcade; Apr. 3, Jimmy Sturr; Apr. 
9, Duttons; Apr. 14, LOL Surprise Live; Apr. 
16, Disney Princess The Concert; Apr. 20, One 
Night of Queen; Apr. 21, Trace Adkins; Apr. 22, 
Josh Turner; Apr. 23, Felix Cavaliere’s Rascals 
and Micky Dolenz; Apr. 24, Peppa Pig Live; 
Apr. 29–May 1, Riverdance. 2425 Lincoln Hwy. 
E., Lancaster. 888-729-4718; AMTShows.com.

APRIL 2–MAY 6
Uptown! Knauer Performing Arts Center. Apr. 
2, Talking Sticks and Brasilian Vibes; Apr. 
8, Bad Animals–The Heart Tribute; Apr. 9, 
Cash Unchained: The Ultimate Johnny Cash 
Tribute; Apr. 15, Alex Moreno in Concert; Apr. 
30, Sweet Baby James–James Taylor Tribute 

serve. An immersive experience within Rushton 
Woods program areas: Bird Conservation, Wa-
tershed Protection and Community Farm. 911 
Delchester Rd., Newtown Square. 7:30 to 10:30 
am. Free. Register at WCTrust.org.

MAY 2
75th Annual Wilmington Garden Day. 
Homes and gardens are featured at this rain-
or-shine event. Benefits St. Michael’s School 
and Nursery and the Friendship House, both 
supporting children and families in Delaware. 
10 to 4. $35. WilmingtonGardenDay.org.

MAY 6-7
Arasapha’s 80th Anniversary May Market 
in Historic New Castle. Flowering and herb 
plants, indoor yard sale, arts/crafts vendors and 
Mother’s Day gifts. The market follows full 
compliance with Delaware Covid guidelines for 

outdoor events. Benefits Arasapha’s programs. 
Market Square, 201 Delaware St., New Castle, 
DE. Fri, noon to 5; Sat, 9 to 3. Free. 302-322-
7895; Arasapha.org/May-Market. 

MAY 6–7
DE Nature Society’s Native Plant Sale. The 
sale promotes backyard habitats and gardening 
for wildlife and water. Hundreds of native 
wildflowers, trees, shrubs, ferns, aquatic and 
drought-tolerant plants suitable for all growing 
conditions are available. Coverdale Farm Pre-
serve, 543 Way Rd., Greenville, DE. Fri, 3 to 7; 
Sat, 9 to 3. Free. 302-239-2334; DelNature.org. 

MUSEUMS ...........................................
THROUGH MAY 8
Brandywine River Museum of Art. “Wayne 
Thiebaud 100: Paintings, Prints and Drawings.” 

1 Hoffman’s Mill Rd., Chadds Ford. Wed–
Mon, 10 to 4. $6–$18. 610-388-2700; Bran-
dywine.org.

THROUGH MAY 15
The Barnes Foundation Presents “Water, 
Wind, Breath: Southwest Native Art in Com-
munity.” A major exhibition of historic and 
contemporary Southwest Native art, including 
Pueblo and Navajo pottery, textiles and jew-
elry. Roberts Gallery, 2025 Benjamin Franklin 
Pkwy., Philadelphia. Thurs–Mon, 11 to 5. 
$5–$25. 215-278-7000; BarnesFoundation.org.

THROUGH JULY
Tour the Marshall Mansion at Auburn Heights. 
Explore one of the best examples of a Queen 
Anne-style Victorian mansion at the former 
home of the Marshall family. 3000 Creek Rd, 
Yorklyn, DE. Thurs & Fri, 1 pm. $7–$14. 302-
729-4280; DEStateParks.com.

MUSIC & ENTERTAINMENT .................
APRIL 1–29
The Grand Wilmington. Apr. 1, Straight 
No Chaser—Back in the Highlife Tour;  
Apr. 2, Damien Escobar in Copeland Hall; 
Hari Kondabolu in The Baby Grand; Apr. 
7, George Winston; Apr. 9, Colin Mochrie 
Presents Hyprov in Copeland Hall; Apr. 9, 

610.827.7414 
1685 Art School Rd 
Chester Springs, PA

Art Show Open Daily  
10 am – 4 pm

ii

April 23 –  May 15, 2022

YELLOW SPRINGS 
ART SHOW
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MAJOR 
SPONSOR 

ART AROUND 
VILLAGE SPONSOR 

ART AROUND  
THE VILLAGE
Mother's Day, Sunday,  
May 8 • 10 am – 2 pm
Artist demonstrations, live music,  
raffles, history walks and more!  

Visit Yellow Springs Art Show in-person and online!
yellowsprings.org/event/art–show

GRAND 
SPONSOR 

ARTWORK  Fanny Kemble, 
Abolitionist by Denise Sedor

HOME HOME EQUITYEQUITY
Loans & Lines

Turn your 
home’s equity 

into:
Vacation
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Renovation
Celebration

Consolidation

phoenixfed.com
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After

215.510.8326• rmurray@floorguard.com
Lic Numbers PA102660 • New Castle County LC7149 • DE 15-98004-52

PA DE NJ MD

Garage Upgrade?

Floor Coating Storage Systems
Check out our gallery and Google reviews

floorguard.com/states/Pennsylvania

Call today for a FREE Estimate!
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Artist; May 6, High Noon–A Tribute to Lynyrd 
Skynyrd & Southern Rock. 226 N. High St., 
West Chester. 610-356-2787; UptownWest-
Chester.org.

APRIL 5–30
Point Entertainment Presents at The Colonial 
Theatre. Apr. 5 & 6, Gordon Lightfoot: The 
Legend in Concert; Apr. 20, The Zombies Life 
Is A Merry-Go-Round Tour; Apr. 22, An Eve-
ning with Suzanne Vega; Apr. 23, Al Stewart 
with the Empty Pockets; Apr. 30, The Weight 
Band; May 7, An Evening with Joe Bob Briggs: 
How Rednecks Saved Hollywood. 227 Bridge St., 
Phoenixville. Times and tickets, 610-917-1228; 
TheColonialTheatre.com.

APRIL 29
Friday Night Live at the Community Art 
Center. Manatawny Creek Ramblers perform 
at 414 Plush Mill Rd., Wallingford. 7 pm. $15. 
610-566-1713; CommunityArtsCenter.org.

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES.........................

APRIL 2
Trail Creek Outfitters Run for Conservation. 
Runners and walkers are encouraged to sign up 
in celebration of conservation. Enjoy scenic five-
mile courses on beautiful trails and be eligible 
to win prizes. Stateline Woods Preserve, 950 
Merrybell Ln., Kennett Square. $30-$40. 10 am. 
Register, TrailCreekOutfitters.com.

APRIL 5, 19, MAY 10, 24
Evening Walks—Ashland Nature Center. 
Delaware Nature Society staff guides you on 
four hikes at different preserves: Ashland Na-

ture Center, Bucktoe Creek Preserve, Cover-
dale Farm Preserve and Flint Woods Preserve. 
Witness increased bird activity and the un-
folding of the spring season. 3511 Barley Mill 
Rd., Hockessin. 5:30 to 7:30 pm. $55/series. 
302-239-2334; DelawareNatureSociety.org.

APRIL 24
Delaware Marathon Running Festival. Run-
ners enjoy the best of Wilmington, from the 
majestic views along the Riverfront and through 
downtown. Benefits the Cardiac Center, Ne-
mours/Alfred I. du Pont Hospital for Children. 
Tubman Garrett Riverfront Park, 815 Justison 
St., Wilmington. DelawareMarathon.org.

APRIL 24
Radnor Recreation Orienteering Event.  
An introductory orienteering course that 
teaches how to navigate through the woods 
seeking adventure and discovering something 
new. Participants use an accurate, detailed 
map and a compass to find points in the 
landscape. The Willows Park, 490 Darby 
Paoli Rd., Villanova. Noon to 1 pm. Free. 
Pre-register at RadnorRecreation.com.

APRIL 24
16th Annual Virtual Valley Forge Revo-
lutionary 5-Mile Run/Walk. Runners and 
walkers trek a five-mile, USAF-certified 
course that traverses the scenic Valley Forge 
National Historical Park. 1400 N. Outer 
Line Dr., King of Prussia. 8:30 am. 5-mile 
run, $45; 3-mile walk, $35. Register at  
ValleyForge.org/RevolutionaryRun.

MAY 1
Blue Cross Broad St. Run. Line up for a 
10-mile, point-to-point course starting at Cen-
tral High School Athletic Field in Philadelphia 
and finishing inside the Navy Yard. Benefits the 
American Cancer Society. BroadStreetRun.com.

MAY 1–7, 5
Bournelyf Special Camp 2022 Hand to 
Hand 5K Run & 2K Walk. The in-person 
race will begin and end at the corner of Church 
& Gay St., West Chester, on May 5. Virtual op-
tion: May 1st to May 7th, run or walk 5K/2K on 
a course of your choosing and submit your time. 
BSCWC.org to register or sponsor.

THEATER ..............................................

THROUGH APRIL 24
Candlelight Theatre Presents Big Fish. A mu-
sical that reminds us why we love going to the 
theater—for an experience that’s richer, funnier 
and bigger than life. 2208 Millers Rd., Wilm-
ington. Times and tickets, 302-475-2313; Can-
dlelightTheatreDelaware.com.

APRIL 5–MAY 1
Smokey Joe’s Café at The Fulton Theatre. 
An electric stroll through the iconic songbook of 
Leiber and Stoller, rock ‘n’ roll’s legendary song-
writers. 12 N. Prince St., Lancaster. Times and 
tickets, 717-397-7425; TheFulton.org.

APRIL 6–17
Renée Taylor’s My Life on a Diet at Del-
aware Theatre Company. Renée dishes out 
juicy anecdotes about, and weight loss tips 
from, Hollywood legends. 200 Water St., 
Wilmington. Times and tickets, 302-594-1100;  
DelawareTheatre.org.

APRIL 6–MAY 1
Hold These Truths at People’s Light. A solo 
play inspired by the true story of Gordon Hira-
bayashi and his journey of resistance to the 1942 
forced removal and internment of over 120,000 
people of Japanese descent. 39 Conestoga Rd., 
Malvern. 610-644-3500; PeoplesLight.org. 

APRIL 20–JUNE 5
Sister Act: The Musical at Media Theatre. 
Filled with powerful gospel music, outrageous 

dancing and a truly moving story. 104 E. State 
St., Media. Times and tickets, 610-891-0100;  
MediaTheatre.org.

TOWNS, TALKS & TOURS ...................
THROUGH APRIL 30
SATURDAY & SUNDAY
Murder Mystery Scavenger Hunt in West 
Chester. A fun crime-solving Scavenger Hunt 
awaits all fellow Sleuthers. Stumble upon a crime 
scenes in the Borough of West Chester, inter-
view prime suspects (real actors) and piece to-
gether clues along the way. 23 N. Walnut St., 
West Chester. Sat–Sun, noon, 1:30, 3 and 4:30. 
$15; under 10, free. Prizes for “Best Group Cos-
tumes.” Tickets, Sleuthound.com.

APRIL 1, 9, 21
1st Fridays, 2nd Saturdays, 3rd Thursdays.
First Fridays: Apr. 1, Lancaster City, 717-509-
ARTS; VisitLancasterCity.com. Oxford, 610-
998-9494; DowntownOxfordPA.org. Phoe-
nixville, 610-933-3253; PhoenixvilleFirst.org. 
West Chester, 610-738-3350; DowntownWest-
Chester.com. Wilmington Art Loop, 302-576-
2135; CityFestWilm.com.

Second Saturday Virtual Arts Stroll: Apr. 9, 
Media, 484-445-4161; MediaArtsCouncil.org.

Third Thursday Malvern Stroll: Apr. 21,  
MalvernBusiness.com.

APRIL 13
Delaware Nature Society Presents Bran-
dywine Art Loop from the Delaware Art 
Museum. Follow the trail of history and The 
Brandywine Tradition in art. A 2.5 mi. walk 
along the Brandywine River, then a visit to the 
studios of Frank Schoonover and Howard Pyle. 
At the end of the hike, enjoy wine and cheese. 
Meet at Delaware Art Museum, 2301 Kentmere 
Pkwy., Wilmington. 1 to 5. $40. DelawareNa-
tureSociety.org.

APRIL 19, MAY 17, JUNE 21 
Food for Thought: Community Conversa-
tions. Chester County Community Foundation 
hosts meaningful conversations on Zoom about 
diversity, equity and inclusion in America on the 
third Tuesday of the month at noon. Register at 
ChescoCF.org/Explore/Food-For-Thought. ©

Send a description of your activity to
Info@ValleyDel.com by the first of the 
month preceding publication.

For more events visit: 

CountyLinesMagazine.com

Stay in the know with everything going on 
in County Lines country. Sign up for our 
Events Newsletter (sent twice monthly) at 
Newsletter@ValleyDel.com.

For COVID-19 alerts and safety measures we will be taking at our show, 
please visit our website at www.haverfordguild.org/Spring2022
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Spring has Sprung 
at our 2022 Art 

& Fine Craft Show!
The handcrafted work of our Juried Artists includes: 
Basketry, Ceramics, Fiber, Glass, Jewelry, Mixed 
Media, Painting, Paper Craft, Photography, Wood … 
and so much more!

10AM to 5PM  ❁ April 30th & May 1st
Haverford Community Recreation 
and Environmental Center (CREC)

9000 Parkview Dr., Haverford, PA 19041

$5 admission ($3 admission with this ad)

Haverford Guild 
of Craftsmen

Art & Fine
Craft Show
Art & Fine

We are a proud chapter of the 

Visit our website for more information!
www.haverfordguild.org/Spring2022

Start with High Performance 
Plants from Mostardi!

How to Achieve 
a Gold Medal 
Garden... 

4033 West Chester Pike (Rte.3)
Newtown Square, PA 19073

610-356-8035 • www.mostardi.com

We stock flowers, shrubs and trees 
that are recommended by the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society’s 
“Gold Medal Award” program.

• Gorgeous Colors
• Exceptional Values
• High Quality
• Superior Performance

Expect the best from Mostardi plants.
They are good as gold!FPO
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COMMUNITY OF GARDENERS
Perhaps the most popular and most valuable resource we have 

is other gardeners. We’re tremendously lucky in Greater Phila-
delphia—America’s Garden Capital—to be in the company of 
so many public gardens and arboreta and so many capable hor-
ticulturists—professional and amateur alike.

Regardless of the level of experience of other gardeners, con-
versation benefits us all. Everyone has grown something that 
someone else hasn’t, discovered a winning plant combination, or 
learned a valuable lesson in a failed growing technique. I’ve never 
met another gardener I couldn’t learn something from. In a trade 
that’s often solitary, these conversations count.

IMITATION: FLATTERY AND HUMILITY
While visiting gardens near and far, you’ll inevitably be in-

spired to try out a newly discovered planting scheme at home—
whether it’s from a friend’s nearby vegetable garden or from a 
garden discovered during a trip to the Mediterranean. 

There’s a lot of value in expanding your skill sets and endless 
pleasure in growing new kinds of plants. But it’s worth pausing 
to evaluate your own expectations before you experiment. 

For example, that Italian courtyard, charming as it is, performs 
very well in its own special climate, but the Mid-Atlantic region 
is a far cry from the land of rosemary and the columnar cypress 
trees. Many plants native to that area might not succeed here. In 
spite of best intentions, the more exotic the flora of these postcard 
gardens, the more trouble you’ll likely find recreating it at home. 

That said, don’t be discouraged! 
If not the plants, what could you borrow from that courtyard? 

Maybe a garden design with similar geometry, the same old-
world formality and atmosphere? Or maybe the open feeling 
of scrubby garrigue (a low-level scrubland of plants) and strong 
vertical accents? 

The point is that a garden doesn’t need to be replicated to be 
honored. A minor similarity may be all that’s needed to evoke 
the memory and spirit of place. 

Above: Carefully chosen paint ties in the furniture to a special moment in the orchard.

On
Inspiration

3. 4.

2.

1.

1. A sulfur butterfly forages in a carpet of asters
2. A habitat house for insects, made of found materials on site
3. Botanically inspired metalwork gives a clue to what’s beyond the 

Chanticleer gate
4. The early stages of the tree bridge, the thematic entrance to Bells 

Woods, built by Przemek

WHAT PLANS DO 
YOU HAVE FOR YOUR 
SPRING GARDEN?

Timothy Erdmann  
Assistant Horticulturist at Chanticleer

ONE OF THE QUESTIONS WE GET 
asked most frequently at Chanticleer is, “How 
do you get your ideas?” It turns out this is also 

one of the most difficult questions to answer. Ideas pop 
up from everywhere—from nature, art, other gardens, 
travel, even dreams. 

So, how do we advise other gardeners? While there’s 
no secret or shortcut to finding inspiration, gardeners 
do have a few muses in common.FPO
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After all, it’s the combination of references that makes a garden 
personal rather than referential. Just as a person is a sum of many 
experiences, a garden may be the botanical equivalent—a quilted 
assembly of woodsy walks and meadowed voyages. It may contain 
cuttings or divisions from the very gardens that inspired it. These 
elements will soon transcend their influences to become a fusion of 
their own, an aesthetic seemingly premeditated rather than a jum-
bled assemblage.

LOOKING BEYOND THE PLANTS
It’s a simple enough concept to design gardens for personal plea-

sure. But who else is enjoying them? 
Lately many gardeners are finding inspiration not directly from 

their plant palette but rather from what that palette brings. Insects 
and the birds that feed on the plants invite a kaleidoscope of hues 
and patterns and a symphony of sounds to the welcoming garden. 
This flurry of biodiversity, the relationships involved and the stew-
ardship they represent have mobilized new factions of gardeners and 
added levels of enjoyment to home gardening. 

Yet, all gardens are not created equal. Nursery booms of recent 
decades have favored hardy exotic (non-native) plants—in part be-
cause they’re more resistant to insects. These non-native plants have 
proliferated throughout many local suburbs without improving the 
native ecosystems. 

If you’re planting for habitat, native plants are usually the best 
choice for attracting and sustaining wildlife. 

INTEGRATION AND REPETITION
Regardless of your plan for the garden, it’s best to make some 

effort to assure that the concept looks at home in its new context. 
This can be done through the same techniques used in adapting an 
inspiration garden.

For instance, if you’re adding an herb garden to a setting that’s 
mostly sun perennials, giving its bed the same shape or contour as 
the perennials (a borrowed gesture) will help integrate the bed into 
its new setting. 

Similarly you can accomplish the same mirror effect by using re-
peated materials. A new structure can be better incorporated into 
the garden by building it from the same wood that’s been used 
elsewhere in the garden. And a new planting might be softened by 
poppies that have self-sown elsewhere in the garden. Little consis-
tencies like these give the impression that the whole garden has been 
painted with the same brush and that it bears the same moment of 
conception, lending both age and familiarity to novel forms.

DISCOVERY
As with many artistic endeavors, one of the joys of innovating is 

discovery. As you express yourself in the garden, you’re also charting 
a course of progress, both of intention and implementation. There 
are skeletons of ideas and concepts in your garden, vestiges of trav-
els and gifts from friends. These artifacts are markers of an under-
standing of place, of discovering the soil that builds and the life that 
populates it. 

Inspiration is the idea that feeds itself. ©

Chanticleer is a dynamic garden that’s ever changing. The staff welcomes visitors 
to visit often, observe the garden through each season and ask questions. To learn 
more about Chanticleer, visit the website. Open March 30 through October 30, 
Wed. through Sun., from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., and until 8 p.m. on Fri. evenings, 
May through Labor Day. 786 Church Rd., Wayne. ChanticleerGarden.org. 

5. Bed contour, sowing lines and the gingko espalier all echo 
and emphasize the curvilinear form of the Serpentine

6. Floating flowers on the terraces offer another expression of 
neighboring blossoms

7. A gardener assembles new path edging from bamboo 
harvested from the garden

5.

6.

7.

AFTER YOU’VE CHECKED OFF ALL THE AMISH 
sights on your bucket list and had your fill of shoo-fly pie, 
you still won’t have discovered what Lancaster County is 

all about. 
The fact is that the County’s history—at least the recorded histo-

ry—dates back to the 17th century. Even before that, there were Na-
tive American tribes who lived in villages, farmed and hunted their 
lands, conducted ceremonies and made wars amongst themselves. 

Yet until the beginning of the 18th century, when several Europe-
an immigrants began to settle the area, few permanent marks were 
left on the land for visitors to see today. Eventually, their major set-
tlements grew into Lancaster City and other towns, like Columbia 
and Ronks.

We think it’s well worth a short drive to discover some of the 
history in Lancaster County.

BIRTH OF THE TOWN OF LANCASTER
The oldest still-standing structure in Lancaster County is the 

Hans Herr House, located in the town of Willow Street and built in 
1719 by his son Christian Herr. Like others who came to the area, 
Hans, his family, friends and fellow Mennonites were seeking a place 
to practice their religion in peace. Today, the Hans Herr House is a 
museum on an 11-acre campus with other early buildings. 

In 1725, Benjamin Witmer built a tavern—actually more of a 
wagon stop—on the old Kings Highway between Philadelphia and 
Lancaster. Witmer’s Tavern is still standing and considered one of 
the best surviving structures of its type. Marked by a historic marker, 
the tavern is on Route 340, at 2014 Old Philadelphia Pike, just east 
of the junction with U.S. Route 30 (aka Lancaster Pike).

By 1729 Lancaster County had separated from Chester Coun-
ty. Far from being a city, the main settlement was originally called 
“Hickory Town,” with a population of just 15. Later renamed 
Lancaster, the town was declared the county seat, and construction 
began on a county courthouse, a prison and a market. In 1734, 
James Hamilton, a lawyer, acquired the town site of Lancaster for 5 
shillings from his father. Not a bad investment!

Today Lancaster City has plenty to recommend it. Vibrant First 
Fridays, Art Gallery Row and more lend it a cosmopolitan air with 
plenty of attractions beyond its historic sights.

RELIGIOUS HERITAGE
But back to history. Lancaster County blossomed during the 

1730s. In 1732, The Ephrata Cloister, founded by Conrad Beissel, 
was established about 15 miles northeast of the town of Lancaster. 
The Cloister, essentially a monastery, became a site where Beissel 
and his followers prepared for the Second Coming of Christ. Later 

AFTER YOU’VE VISITED THE AMISH SIGHTS …
Edwin Malet

Lancaster’s History

FPO
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they became known for the calligraphic art of Frankturschriften, a 
form of a cappella music performed according to Beissel’s rules, and 
the production of the Martyrs Mirror, a 1500-page book. Today the 
Cloister is a museum, open to the public.

Also erected during this period was the Donegal Presbyterian 
Church in Mount Joy, about 17 miles west of Lancaster. Today it 
remains an active church and is well known for its “Witness Tree,” 
a gigantic white oak, now memorialized by a cast iron plaque—the 
tree succumbed to disease. In 1777, the church congregation circled 
the tree and pledged their allegiance to the American Revolution. 

Lancaster’s congregation at Trinity Lutheran Church was formed 
in 1730, although the Church itself wasn’t built until 1766. Locat-
ed on South Duke Street, it’s still in operation. At construction, its 
195-foot spire was the tallest in North America west of Philadelphia.

EARLY COMMERCE
In the mid-1730s, the Mascot Mills were constructed east of the 

town of Lancaster in Ronks. Ultimately owned by Jacob Ressler and 
his descendants, it still operates today, grinding corn for the mill’s 
guests. The mill is open to the public during the summer.

At the western end of Lancaster County, on the Susquehanna 
River, is Columbia, formerly know as Wright’s Ferry. It’s one of the 
nation’s oldest frontier towns, settled by Quakers in the 1720s. In 
1730, John Wright was granted a patent to operate a ferry across the 
Susquehanna River. 

The Wright family made important contributions to the early 
town, including building Wright’s Ferry Mansion in 1738, which 
is now a museum with a fine collection of early 18th-century furni-
ture, ceramics, metal and glass. Susanna Wright, a Quaker, studied 
languages, including the tongues of the local Native peoples, loved 
literature, and was a close friend of Benjamin Franklin. 

Just beyond Lancaster County, about 21 miles outside Lancaster 
City, is the Cornwall Furnace. Founded in 1742, it’s the only sur-
viving charcoal cold blast furnace in the Western Hemisphere, and 
continued in operation until 1883. Nearby, but now flooded, are 
the Cornwall Ore Banks, one of the world’s greatest iron ore depos-
its. Operated until 1973, the mine yielded over a hundred million 
tons of ore. Together the furnace and banks represent the heart of 
Pennsylvania’s iron industry. The site is open year-round.

REVOLUTIONARY TIMES
Our new nation may have been founded on July 4, 1776, but the 

first Congress—then called the Continental Congress—was on the 
move under the persistent pursuit of the British troops. 

In the early autumn of 1777, after the defeat of the troops at the 
Battle of Brandywine, the Continental Congress escaped Philadel-
phia to Lancaster City, where it met for one day at the Penn Square 
courthouse, before moving on to York. The historic courthouse, 
however, was destroyed by fire in the 1780s.

After its one-day term as the capital, Lancaster County again be-
came our nation’s permanent capital … almost! In 1789, a proposal 

1.  Hans Herr House  2.  Witmer’s Tavern

3.  Ephrata Cloister  4.  Donegal Presbyterian Church

1.

2.

3.

4.

to designate Columbia as the capital was sub-
mitted to George Washington, who favored it. 
But the proposal ultimately failed by one vote. 

Lancaster City did become the state capital 
in 1799, as proposed by John Harris to include 
four acres near the Susquehanna River. That 
lasted until 1812, when the capital moved to 
Harrisburg, partially on the Harris tract. Sena-
tor William Maclay also sold some land to the 
Commonwealth for that purpose. 

So much for politics.

TRANSPORTATION, COMMUNICATION 
AND INDUSTRY 

Lancaster in the 1740s was emerging as a 
center of industry and commerce. By 1742, the 
Central Market—still in use as a farmers mar-
ket—was established in Lancaster City. A fire 
department was organized in 1744, and a news-
paper, the Lancaster Gazette, later the Lancaster 
Intelligencer, began in 1752. Several longstand-
ing businesses were also established: Steinman’s 
Hardware in 1744, the Demuth Tobacco Shop 
in 1770 and others after them in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. 

The year 1795 marked the completion of the 
Philadelphia & Lancaster Turnpike, the first 
hard-surfaced road in the United States. The 
turnpike was private, charged tolls and greatly 
relieved the hardship of travel over that route. 

Another milestone: the longest covered bridge 
across the Susquehanna was completed in 1814, 
but was destroyed 18 years later by flooding wa-
ter and ice. A replacement bridge was built, but 
it was purposely burned in 1863 to obstruct the 
advancing Confederate Army. A third bridge 
was destroyed by a hurricane in 1896, and a 
fourth was dismantled in 1963. A fifth bridge 
was built in 1930 and still stands today. And 
a sixth bridge, the Wright’s Ferry Bridge, was 
built farther upstream in 1972 and also remains 
in operation. 

The Columbia Crossing River Trails Center 
is an excellent place to learn more about the 
Susquehanna and its history. Riverfest, held in 
June, is a prime time to visit.

WHERE FREEDOM BEGAN
Slavery ended slowly in Pennsylvania. In 

1780, the Gradual Abolition Act was passed 
in the Commonwealth, but applied only to 

7.

6.

5.

8.

5.  Trinity Lutheran Church

6.  Mascot Mills

7.  Wright’s Ferry Mansion

8.  Cornwall Furnace
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9.  Central Market 10.  Demuth Tobacco Shop

11.  Zercher’s Hotel 12.  Wheatland

those enslaved people reaching 28 years of age. 
In 1790, there were still 345 enslaved African 
Americans in Lancaster County. 

In 1804, one of the first spontaneous upris-
ings against slavery took place in Columbia at 
the home of Thomas Boude, a Revolutionary 
War hero. Many believed the event gave rise to 
the Underground Railroad. 

And interestingly, as a more literal part of the 
Underground Railroad—distinguished from 
the network of people helping enslaved people 
escape—the Philadelphia and Columbia Rail-
road, finished in 1834, had secret compart-
ments in which many enslaved people found 
their way north to freedom.

In 1851, an event that rocked the nation 
and presaged the Civil War occurred in Chris-
tiana, in southeastern Lancaster County. Fif-
teen armed men from Maryland attempted to 
retrieve several escaped slaves. These enslaved 
people, joined by several Quakers, resisted and 
a melee ensued, leaving one Marylander dead. 
The fugitives were tried, defended by Abolition-
ist and Congressman Thaddeus Stephens, and 
were acquitted. 

But the Christiana event—dubbed “Where 
Freedom Began”—is regarded as a major prov-
ocation for the Civil War. The story of the 
Christiana Resistance is recounted at the Un-
derground Railroad Historical Center, housed 
in Zercher’s Hotel in town.

PENNSYLVANIA’S ONLY PRESIDENT
Despite its deep connection with our country’s 

history, Pennsylvania has been home to only 
one president. In 1856, James Buchanan was 
elected the 15th President of the United States 
and served just one term—the last president 
before the Civil War.

Before and after his presidency, Buchanan 
lived in Lancaster, at an estate known as Wheat-
land, where he died at age 77. The Federal-style 
mansion is now preserved as a museum.

Today both Lancaster City and Lancaster 
County are thriving, with many more features 
of historical and future significance. If you can, 
take a weekend or a week to explore. And be sure 
to pick up your shoo-fly pie. 

For more history, visit DiscoverLancaster.com and check 

our website, CountyLinesMagazine.com. ©

9.

10.

11.
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For dates and time: 
ephratacloister.org

717-733-6600

• Tour Original 1700s Buildings
• Special Events
• Unique Museum Store

Historic Ephrata Cloister,
The Place Where Ephrata Began.

632 West Main Street 
Ephrata, PA 17522

RESIDENTIAL  |  COMMERCIAL

217 WEST WALNUT STREET
LANCASTER, PA 17603

717.295.0324

HENRIETTAHEISLERINTERIORS.COM

D esignFOR YOUR BEST LIFE

A Journey Through Time

514 POPLAR ST. • COLUMBIA, PA 17512
717.684.8261• WWW.MUSEUMOFTIME.ORGFPO
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For those still partial to the updo, 
the low bun is another option (thanks, 
Meghan Markle!). Sophisticated, modern 
and sleek, this look is often paired with 
a middle part—another must-have. The 
classic center part is so popular because it 
works with all face shapes, making the face 
appear more symmetrical.

BACK TO BEAUTY BASICS
For 2022, we’re seeing a big return to em-

bracing natural beauty. Many women have 
been wearing less makeup and prefer this 
natural, effortless look for their wedding day. 
Gone are the days of the dark, smoky eye. 
Neutral, matte eyeshadows are now go-to 
looks for brides.

This pairs well with a nude lip—another 
mega-trend for today’s brides. Though bright 
red lips are a wedding classic, many brides-to-
be opt for a nude shade with just a hint of 
pink. And gloss is making a comeback—buh-
bye liquid matte lipsticks.

2022 is also the year of the blushing bride—
literally! Brides are ditching heavy contouring 
in favor of a soft pink glow. Blush isn’t just for 
cheeks, either. Try some on the temples, too. 
For extra glow, swap out your classic powder 
blush for a cream blush.

Keep the glow going with highlights. Brides 
want to look luminous on their big day, but 
be careful with this technique. A heavy hand 
can result in glare in your wedding photos, 
and you can run the risk of looking oily.

Overall, 2022 brides are looking dewy-
fresh. While the right primer and foundation 
are important, a proper skincare regiment will 
really get you glowing.

FOCUS ON SKINCARE
For skincare, one of the biggest trends in 

bridal beauty—and beauty in general—is an 
emphasis on healthy skin. Most women have 
been wearing less makeup since the start of 
the pandemic and instead have focused on 
taking better care of their skin.

For brides seeking radiant skin, working 
with a licensed esthetician can help reach your 
skin goals. It’s never too early to start—ex-
perts recommend getting serious four to six 
months before the wedding.

Popular treatments for brides-to-be are 
facials, LED therapy and airbrush tanning. 
Meg Curry of Remedi Wellness & Spa in 
West Chester also recommends dermaplan-
ing, an exfoliating treatment that gently 
scrapes the skin’s surface with a scalpel. “It’s a 
great treatment to schedule right before your 

event,” she says. “Your skin will glow and your 
makeup application will look flawless!”

But getting that perfect wedding-day look 
doesn’t end at the salon or spa. Preparing also 
requires a consistent at-home routine.

To keep your skin healthy and glowing, 
try products with natural ingredients. Going 
green with your skincare routine has bene-
fits for all skin types. Natural products forgo 
harsh ingredients like artificial fragrances that 
can irritate your skin.

Natural products are widely available but 
why not support local businesses that make 
natural products? H. Honeycup is an online 
retailer based in Malvern selling vegan, plant-
based skincare products. 

For brides-to-be, founder Cindy Barberes 
recommends their Body Worship skincare 
set, which includes an exfoliating body scrub 
and moisturizing body oil.

Skincare products also make a great gift for 
your bridal party or for mothers of the bride 
and groom. After all, everyone’s skin could use 
a little extra love for their close-ups!

Whether you have a small family gathering 
or a big wedding bash, you deserve to look 
and feel beautiful on your big day. It just takes 
a little planning. ©

I T’S AN EXCITING TIME TO BE A 
bride, with 2022 being a banner year for 
weddings. Couples who have been waiting 

to get married—some for two years—are finally 
celebrating their big day.

If you’re a bride thinking about how to look 
your best for all those wedding photos, we have 
some of the latest trends in bridal beauty for you.

NATURAL HAIRSTYLES
It’s no secret the pandemic affected our 

everyday appearance (Zoom pants, WFH 
no-makeup look). And the way we wear our 
hair is no exception. 

During the past two years, many women have 
embraced their natural hair textures, skipped the 
hot tools and cut down on the collection of hair 
products they use. 

This trend has carried over to wedding hair-
styles as well. More brides are letting their natu-
ral waves and curls be the center of attention on 
their big day.

Similarly, many brides want a more laid-back, 
boho hairstyle—think beach waves and twists 
rather than uniform curls. The “boho braid” is 
making a comeback—a three-strand or loose 
fishtail braid accented with a simple hairpiece.

Ashley Jakubik of Bella Salon & Spa in Ches-
ter Springs says brides-to-be come to Bella and 
its sister salon in Phoenixville looking for “half-
up, half down styles or even all the way down 
and sleek” more often than elaborate updos.

TRENDS IN BRIDAL BEAUTY
Elizabeth Hughes

   Beautiful Brides…
Naturally

Enhance your natural look 
with a lash extension, shown 
here at Bella Salon & Spa.

Treat your skin to a day of 
pampering and attention. 
Remedi Wellness & Spa in 
West Chester can help.

Consider opting for natural 
skincare products, shown here 
from Malvern’s H. Honeycup.FPO
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COUPLES ARE PUTTING THEIR 
PERSONAL STAMP ON WEDDINGS

Story by Carol Metzker

Photos by Pictures by Todd

WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
by their sides, Joy and Michael 
exchanged rings and promises on 

June 26, 2021. Not long after the ceremony, the 
couple retreated to a reception just steps away. 
Joy switched a formal, lacy ivory dress for a 
lighter long, white summer dress and exchanged 
her bouquet for … a light saber.

T h e  R e i m a g i n e d

Storybook 
Wedding

FPO



To dramatic orchestral notes of “Duel of the Fates” by Star 
Wars composer John Williams, Joy and Michael held a light 
saber fight—“which I won, even while wearing vintage high 
heels,” Joy laughed—against a beautiful backdrop of Pennsylva-
nia fields and mountains. It ended in their first dance as newly-
weds to the love song, “My Imagination” by Bill Withers.

As soulmates and equal partners, Joy and Michael’s wedding 
mixed a little of something old with a lot of something new 
to create an experience that told their story for guests. During 
their engagement they eschewed ballroom dancing instruction 
for fencing lessons. Reception decorations were Eagles-themed, 
and cupcakes frosted with green football helmets replaced a tra-
ditional tiered cake. There was no toss of the garter. “That’s just 
weird,” Joy said.

“Our wedding was a statement about the two of us,” said Joy. 
“We are unabashedly nerdy. Our house is filled with Star Wars 
objects and matching Eagles shirts instead of traditional decor. 
In marriage we will face stress that comes inevitably with life, 
but we can come together in harmony.”

[Editor’s note: Sadly, we weren’t able to get photos of the fun.]

SOMETHING OLD, SOMETHING NEW
At a wedding party recently, a spectacular custom floor with 

brightly colored patterns resembling Mediterranean tiles daz-
zled guests. People walked across the patterns to enjoy food sta-
tions designed like Mediterranean kiosks, take photos by the 
faux (but not faux-looking!) fountain in the floor’s center and 
later to dance the night away as though they were in an exotic 
land … although close to home.

The floor lifted up easily the next day, but guests will talk 
about the room and the party for years to come, says Emily 
Spurlock, who designed it.

Spurlock, creative director and visual storyteller of Emily 
Kathryn Paper and Design, helps couples design local, nation-
al and international celebrations that tell stories of their past, 
present and future. Although weddings were once events with 
a checklist of amenities, many are now weekend or weeklong 
experiences, she says.

Couples celebrate their guests, not just themselves, through 
vow ceremonies and intimate family dinners that reflect their 
culture; sightseeing excursions that connect relatives and friends 
for relaxation and recreation; and nontraditional parties as they 
start new chapters in married life. They honor loved ones and 
often include favorite charities as part of wedding gift registries.

Every detail is given attention, Spurlock continues. Materi-
als—soft or leathery paper for invitations, or shiny acrylic for 
signage—make a visual impact on people and the ambiance 
they experience. Pieces of each gathering become heirlooms—
artful menus are mementos long after guests have savored a 
meal. Details express how a couple met, what they love and who 
they want to become together.
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LOCATION, LOCATION
Celebration venues help tell the story, too. Faun-

brook’s Victorian porch talks of timeless love. Thorn-
bury Farm’s timber-framed chapel speaks of nature. 

To bring a fairy tale to life, drive through woodland 
and past a 56-column pergola, gardens and arbor up 
to stately Greystone Hall. Rich wood, wrought iron 
elements and stained glass abound for spectacular 
photo scenes. Enjoy cocktails in the Palm Room or 
Library and hors d’oeuvres on the terrace. Dine or 
dance in the tent-pavilion. If you’re lucky, catch a 
glimpse of a stag and doe as you leave the estate.

Destinations are back in style. Within a short 
drive, Hershey’s Butterfly Atrium’s stunning flowers 
and colorful, fluttering wings shine for royalty and 
monarchs. At Philadelphia’s Ritz Carlton, chandeliers 
and architectural arches express breathtaking drama. 
A myriad of inns, wineries and bed & breakfasts in 
Bucks County welcome couples and guests with their 
sophisticated or simple charm.

For a magical wedding or reception experience to 
delight friends young and old, take a twirl at the Car-
ousel at Pottstown with enchanted horses and carved 
animals under sparkling lights.

From traditional 

venues to backyard 

springhouses to 

special occasion 

tents, virtually any 

location can host a 

modern wedding.
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FOREVER BEAUTIFUL
For something new, something blue and always gorgeous, 

wedding gowns—now in blue—are the shining star. At Agnes 
Edmunds Bridal in Pottstown, the sky is the limit for wedding 
fashion: boho, beaded, simple, fancy, with or without a train 
and any color including black. “Whatever makes you feel amaz-
ing is the right dress!” says owner Bridget “Z.” Comfort can 
even mean custom sneakers with pearls, crystals, sequins or rib-
bons to wear for a wedding in a flower field or for a reception 
on your feet.

Some brides are saying yes to two dresses—one for now and 
one for a big blow-out in 2020-something, or one for vows and 
one for a reception. Others fall in love with one dress and want 
to wear it as long and as many times as possible—at last year’s 
micro-wedding, this year’s grand re-I-do or one all-day affair.

FLOWERS AND MORE
Out with balloons, in with blooms! Many brides are turning 

to flowers as the adornment that makes any venue festive. From 
Phoenixville’s Hickory Grove Gardens in northern Chester 
County, south to the Farm at Oxford, and Wildflower Farm in 
between, local growers offer dazzling seasonal blooms for cere-
monies and wedding-related events.

From field to venue, petals in sensational palettes form arches, 
garlands, wall and ceiling installations, bouquets and bouton-
nieres. Follow European trends of sending letterbox bouquets—
flowers to slip through mail slots of guests who can’t travel—or 
field bouquets with assorted heights and colors to replicate the 
feel of blooms in nature. Select buckets for DIY or for designers 
who turn dreams into reality.

“Lily,” a mobile flower bar—a darling little truck that shows 
up to bridal showers with buckets of exquisite fresh flowers for 
guests to create their own take-home bouquets for favors—is 
just one of Wildflower Farm’s hits. The small farm in Malvern 
offers ruffly lisianthus and zinnias in a rainbow of colors, gold-
en sunflowers, orange milkweed loved by butterflies as well as 
brides, purple stock, ranunculus and more. 

Butterfly ranunculus blooms, newly developed in Japan, are 
the biggest rave. Long-lasting petals, reminiscent of a butterfly 
opening its wings and with a waxy texture that makes them al-
most shimmer in light, come in yellow, orange, red-tipped, soft 
pink and more.

Given enough time, says co-owner Lori, Wildflower Farm 
will dedicate part of their hoop house to plant and grow a small 
boutique space of flowers of a specific color palette for a couple’s 
wedding. The couple can visit their growing buds during their 
engagement. While visiting Wildflower Farm or enjoying a re-
laxing afternoon, sweethearts can sneak a glorious engagement 
photo while holding a bouquet at the barn’s swing.

With imagination and creativity, weddings are telling love sto-
ries in wonderful new ways. ©

Personal touches are everywhere: from quirky (or qwerty) 

ring displays to non-traditional cakes to less formal attire 

for grooms along with customized boutonnieres.

Zoom cameras and 

Insta-shots help preserve 

and share the memories.
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Matlack Florist
West Chester

MatlackFlorist.com

Cottage Flowers
Malvern

CottageFlowersDesigns.com

TWIG Gardens
West Chester

TwigGardens.com

Topiary 219
Chester Springs
Topiary219.com

Katie Mac Floral Designs
West Chester

KatieMacFloralDesigns.com

Cameron Peters Floral Design
Phoenixville

CameronPetersFloralDesign.com

Wedding Venues , Caterers

& getaWays

Caterers, B&Bs, Hotels, Inns and Resorts
Alexander Catering Company
326 W Cedar St., Kennett Square
610-291-2850; Alexandercateringco.com
Alexander Catering Company is family owned and operated, providing 
boutique culinary services for bridal parties, weddings, showers and 
more. Based in Kennett Square, their full-service catering is provided at 
homes and venues throughout Chester County, Delaware County and 
Lancaster County. As a boutique caterer, they pride themselves on the 
small details that make your event a memorable one.

The Carriage House at Rockwood Park
Prime Hospitality Catering
4671 Washington St. Extension, Wilmington
302-472-2433; RockwoodCarriageHouse.com
The Carriage House is nestled among the elegant English-inspired gar-
dens of Rockwood Park. The gardens offer an alluring and picturesque 
backdrop for your ceremony with four different locations to choose 
from. The inside boasts a reception room with exposed stone walls 
and original barn doors, an immense bridal suite, an indoor ceremony 
space and a separate space for cocktail hour. Events up to 220. 

From B&Bs to Museums and Historic Sites, we’ve got you covered with ideas for any size 
wedding you’re planning. Here are some of our favorites, plus additional services.

& 
Guide to

Wedding Venues
Services

Wedding Bouquets
Flowers of all colors and varieties get the spotlight
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Faunbrook Bed & Breakfast
699 West Rosedale Ave., West Chester
610-4365788; Faunbrook.com
Faunbrook B&B is a perfect location for intimate weddings 
and events for 2 to 100 guests, offering afternoon, one-night 
and wedding-weekend options. Overnight guests stay in seven 
beautifully appointed rooms with a farm-to-table breakfast each 
morning. The 1860s Victorian mansion offers picturesque views 
on two acres of wooded land on the south side of West Chester 
and is ideal for weddings, showers, rehearsal dinners, business 
meetings or quiet getaways. 

Liriodendron Mansion
502 West Gordon St., Bel Air, MD
410-879-4424, Liriodendron.com
A hidden treasure nestled in the woods, edged with flower and box-
wood gardens. You have full use of the mansion and grounds for your 
wedding. Have your ceremony and reception inside the elegant man-
sion (with three beautiful working fireplaces) and choose from several 
charming outdoor spaces, including our wisteria-covered terrace. Lirio-
dendron can comfortably accommodate up to 120 guests. 

Kaleidoscope Weddings
48 West 7th Ave., Conshohocken
610-964-8400; KScopeWeddings.com 
Award-winning wedding planners in PA, NJ, NY, DE and destination 
areas. We specialize in the planning, logistics and overall design of 
your wedding day to make the process fun, enjoyable and to bring 
your vision to life. Our services include premier wedding planning for 
the lavish bride, full wedding planning for the sophisticated bride and 
day-of-coordination for the DIY bride which begins two-months out 
from your wedding date.

Riverfront Events
760 South Justison St., Wilmington
302-656-BOOK, RiverfrontHyattEvents.com 
Located on the Wilmington Riverfront next to the Big Fish Grill, Riv-
erfront Events offers attractive views with exceptional food, delicious 
cocktails and unsurpassed hospitality, perfect for your special day or 
even a special occasion. The Big Fish Restaurant Group has brought 
its award-winning cuisine and culture of hospitality to an elegant and 
expansive event space. Indoor and outdoor ceremonies available for up 
to 200 guests. 
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Wedding Venues & Services

A  B R I G H T  P L A C E  T O  G R O W  M I N D S  &  H E A R T S

D E D I C AT E D  W E D D I N G  D E S I G N E R  |  N O  M I N I M U M  S P E N D

K AT I M A C F L O R A L D E S I G N S . C O M CALL TO SCHEDULE AN INDIVIDUAL 
CONSULTATION 610-431-94143 6  S  H I G H  S T,  W E S T  C H E S T E R ,  PA  1 9 3 8 2

20 E. Lancaster Ave., Downingtown, PA   •   484.593.4488   •   lasponda.com

authentic Italian restaurant and wine bar
• Serving fresh seafood and 

homemade pastas—paired with 
an extensive selections of wines 
and crafted cocktails.

• Eat in our spacious rustic dining 
area, our well-appointed bar, or 
out on the patio with a view of  
la sponda—the water’s edge.

• Now accepting reservations for 
weddings and reheasal dinners.FPO
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Country Clubs
Phoenixville Country Club
355 Country Club Rd., Phoenixville
610-933-3727; PhoenixvilleCC.com
Located in Chester County, next to the Valley Forge National Historic 
Parks, historic churches and multiple hotels, this beautiful location 
with its century-old farmhouse and panoramic course views is an 
ideal venue for your memorable event day. They tailor your special 
day to make your dreams a reality, down to the last detail, including 
the wedding cake. Personalized service, culinary delights and warm 
ambience, with an all-inclusive price, combine to make your day 
perfect. All are welcome!

Radley Run Country Club
1100 Country Club Rd., West Chester
610-793-1660; RadleyRunCountryClub.com
Radley Run’s magnificent Mansion has undergone extensive ren-
ovations and is reopening for weddings effective April 30. Reserve 
2022-2023 dates now! The Mansion can accommodate small to medi-
um-size weddings (50-100 guests), receptions and rehearsal dinners. 
The adjacent Stables building can be set for up to 200. 

Gallery & Museum Spaces
Delaware Museum of Nature and Science
4840 Kennett Pk., Wilmington
302-658-9111; DelMNH.org
After major renovations, the Delaware Museum of Nature and Science 
reopens in May. Celebrate with dinosaurs, stroll through ecosystems 
in Delaware and around the world, or have live animals entertain your 
guests. With all-new exhibits, refreshed public spaces and four pre-
ferred caterers, the museum offers truly unique indoor and outdoor 
options for evening weddings including formal seated dinners, casual 
cocktail receptions or anything in between.

Historic Buildings
The Farmhouse at People’s Light
39 Conestoga Rd., Malvern
610-647-1900, ext. 156; FarmhousePeoplesLight.com
The Farmhouse is a premier wedding and events venue in Chester 
County, nestled among the English perennial gardens of People’s Light. 
The restored 18th-century farmhouse boasts a beautifully appointed 
ballroom and indoor pavilion, as well as spacious landscaped sur-
roundings that comfortably accommodate up to 130 guests. 2023 is 
booking fast, with great dates still available throughout the summer and 
fall. Schedule a tour today.

Graystone Mansion
53 South 1st Ave., Coatesville
610-384-9282; SteelMuseum.org/BookVenue/Graystone.cfm
Built in 1889, Graystone Mansion’s ageless grandeur is blended with 
modern convenience making it a unique venue for events. From its 
circular drive, to its gorgeous grounds, to its hardwood moldings, Gray-
stone Mansion is a perfect place to host catered events of distinction. 
It’s easy to envision Graystone Mansion as the backdrop for an elegant 
wedding reception, celebration or corporate meeting.

La Sponda
20 East Lancaster Ave., Downingtown
484 593 4488; LaSponda.com
Located on the banks of the Brandywine Creek, La Sponda offers two 
outside patios, a wine cellar as well as rustic private dining areas. This 
lovely restaurant—once the Downingtown Paper Mill, now converted 
into an amazing restaurant, bar and private events space —can handle 
parties from 30 to 250 people. An ideal space for weddings, rehearsal 
dinners, private events and business meetings.

Oakbourne Mansion
1014 South Concord Rd., West Chester
610-692-1930; OakbourneMansion.org
Whether you’re looking for the formality of a Victorian mansion or 
a more casual setting, Oakbourne Mansion and Park offers both. 
Use the accredited arboretum and distinctive castle-like water 
tower as your backdrop for outdoor ceremonies. A quaint indoor 
chapel can be used for small ceremonies. Indoor seating for up to 
128 guests or tent outdoors for more. Preferred caterers. Curfew 
at 10 p.m. for music and bar.

Thornbury Farm
1256 Thornbury Rd., West Chester
610-793-2933; ThornburyFarmCSA.com
Enjoy large views of open battlefields—beautiful for weddings—
at this charming historic farm two miles south of West Chester, 
accommodating up to 200 guests. The covered patio hosts a 
Chapel area and a large beehive oven. The enclosed patio, with 
grand piano and organ, can be used year round. Music, bever-
ages and catering are provided by outside services. History tours 
and musket salutes add to the occasion.

Wedding Venues & Services
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Pictured on the left is Cow Barn Events in Ridgely, Maryland.

CAROLINE COUNTY
Maryland

The Washington at Historic Yellow Spings
1701 Art School Rd., Chester Springs
610-827-7414; Washington.YellowSprings.org
Say “I do” in one of three outdoor ceremony sites: garden courtyard 
fountain, under the “loving” beech tree or in the Revolutionary War 
hospital ruins. Finish getting ready in one of the two suites, then enjoy 
cocktails throughout the courtyard area, the portico and the historic 
brick room. Up to 150 guests can dine and dance in this quaint 1700s 
building. Preferred caterers. BYOB. Making history is what they’re 
about, and they’d love to be part of your history.

Other Venues & rehearsal dinners

Pietro’s Prime
125 West Market St., West Chester
484-760-6100; PietrosPrime.com
Pietro’s Prime, an upscale yet casual Steakhouse and Martini Bar 
located in the heart of downtown West Chester, is perfect for your 
rehearsal dinner, shower or small wedding. Their quality cuisine and 
remarkable service will be just what you’re looking for to create your 
special memories. The private dining room or outside patio offer a per-
fect atmosphere for your special occasion for up to 55 guests seated or 
75 in a cocktail-style setting.

Wedding serViCes

Flowers, Food & Gifts

Christopher Chocolates / Fine Foods
3519 West Chester Pk., Newtown Square
610-359-1669; Christopher-Chocolates.com

Matlack Florist
210 North Chester Rd., West Chester
610-431-3077; MatlackFlorist.com

Mostardi Nursery
4033 West Chester Pk., Newtown Square
610-356-8035; Mostardi.com

Jewelers

Walter J. Cook Jeweler
Chestnut Village Shops, 36 Chestnut Rd., Paoli
610-644-5347; WalterJCookJeweler.com 

Photography

Pictures By Todd 
10 Thomas Ave., Bryn Mawr
610-788-2283; PicturesByTodd.com

MOre Venues

Barns

The Barn at Stonybrooke 
4740 Lower Valley Rd., Atglen
717-723-5183; TheBarnAtStoneybrooke.com

The Barn on Bridge
385 Bridge St., Collegeville
610-287-8771; BarnOnBridge.com

Barn at Bournelyf 
1066 South New St., West Chester 
484-574-6631; Brinehart4.wixsite.com/mysite

Barn at Silverstone
62 Bowman Rd., Lancaster
855-687-8920; TheBarnAtSilverstone.com

Brandywine Manor House 
120 Germany Hollow Rd., Honey Brook
610-942-2200; BrandywineManorHouse.com

The Country Barn 
211 South Donerville Rd., Lancaster
717-872-1554; CountryBarnWedding.com

Historic. Elegant. 
Charming.
The Liriodendron mansion is a  
hidden treasure nestled in the  
heart of Bel Air, Maryland.  
Just one of the unforgettable  
settings ready to host your  
special event in Harford County.

VisitHarford.com

Wedding Venues & Services
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Farm at Eagles Ridge
465 Long Ln., Lancaster
717-584-5179; FarmAtEaglesRidge.com

The Gables at Chadds Ford
423 Baltimore Pk., Chadds Ford
610-388-7700; TheGablesAtChaddsFord.com

Harvest View Barn at Hershey Farms
338 Sunnyburn Rd., Elizabethtown
717-665-7284; HarvestViewBarn.com

The High Point at St. Peter’s
2475 St. Peter’s Rd., Malvern
610-644-2261; TheHighPointGV.com

Inn at Grace Winery (Sweetwater Farm)
50 Sweetwater Rd., Glen Mills
610-459-4711; GraceWinery.com

Life’s Patina at Willowbrook Farm
1750 North Valley Rd., Malvern
610-952-2254: LifesPatina.com

Meredith Manor
2270 Pottstown Pk., Pottstown
610-469-1700; ChesterCountyWedding.com

Normandy Farm
1401 Morris Rd., Blue Bell
215-616-8500; NormandyFarm.com

Terrain
914 Baltimore Pk.,Glen Mills
610-459-2400; ShopTerrain.com

Bed & Breakfast / Hotels, Inns and Resorts

The Inn at Swarthmore
10 South Chester Rd., Swarthmore
610-543-7500; TheInnAtSwat.com

The Inn at Osprey Point
20786 Rock Hall Ave., Rock Hall, MD 
410-639-2194; OspreyPoint.com

Wild Wisteria Bed & Breakfast (formery: Penns-
bury Inn)
883 Baltimore Pk., Chadds Ford
610-388-1435; WildWisteriaBNB.com

Gallery & Museum Spaces

Community Arts Ctr., Wallingford
414 Plush Mill Rd., Wallingford
610-566-1713; CommunityArtsCenter.org

Chester County History Center
225 North High St., West Chester
610-692-4800; ChesterCoHistorical.org

The Delaware Contemporary
200 S. Madison St., Wilmington
302-656-6466; DEContemporary.org

Franklin Institute
222 North 20th St., Philadelphia
215-448-1165; www.FI.edu

Hagley Museum & Library
298 Buck Rd., Wilmington
302-658-2400; Hagley.org

James A. Michener Art Museum
138 South Pine St., Doylestown
215-340-9800; MichenerArtMuseum.org

PA Academy of the Fine Arts
118 & 128 North Broad St., Philadelphia
215-972-1609; PAFA.org

Penn Museum 
3260 South St., Philadelphia
215-898-4000; Penn.Museum

Rockwood Museum
610 Shipley Rd., Wilmington
302-761-4340; Rockwood.org

Wayne Art Center
413 Maplewood Ave., Wayne
610-688-3553; WayneArt.org

Winterthur Museum & Gardens
5105 Kennett Pk. (Rt. 52), Winterthur, DE
800-448-3883; Winterthur.org

Gardens & Arboretums
(With Manor House or Mansion)

Bolingbroke
424 King of Prussia Rd., Radnor
610-825-8082; BolingbrokeMansion.com

Morris Arboretum of the Univ. of Pennsylvania
100 East Northwestern Ave., Philadelphia
215-247-5777 ext. 158; MorrisArboretum.org

Tyler Arboretum
515 Painter Rd., Media
610-213-3097; TylerArboretum.org

Welkinweir Estate
1368 Prizer Rd., Pottstown
610-469-7543; Welkinweir.org

Wedding Venues & Services

FAUNBROOK
Bed & Breakfast

699 WEST ROSEDALE AVENUE WEST CHESTER , PA
610.436.5788  | FAUNBROOK.COM | !$ #faunbrook 
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Intimate 
Weings

ROMANTIC  INDOOR & OUTDOOR  OPTIONS
ACCOMMODATING 2 TO 100 GUESTS •  7 GUEST ROOMS
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• Indoor & outdoor ceremony space available
• Event capacity up to 200 guests
• Availability for 2023 & 2024 weddings
• All-inclusive brand new wedding packages
• Catering provided by the Big Fish Restaurant Group
• Direct access to the 114 room Hyatt Place Hotel

Start planning today...
RiverfrontHyattEvents.com • Hyatt.com

inquiries@riverfronthyattevents.com or 302-803-5888

you say ‘I Do’....
WE’LL TAKE CARE OF THE REST!

Prime Beef and Fresh Seafood Specialties  
Outdoor Dining J Live Music 
Lunch – Mon-Sat 11:00–4:00
Dinner – Sun-Sat 4:00–close

125 W. Market St. West Chester, PA 19382
484-760-6100 J www.pietrosprime.com

HOST YOUR  
REHEARSAL DINNER,  

BRIDAL SHOWER, 
SPECIAL EVENTS 

WITH US!d

Give us a call to learn more 

610-933-3727
355 Country Club Road, Phoenixville PA 19460
events@phoenixvillecc.com   www.phoenixvillecc.com

Life’s special moments happen at 
Phoenixville Country Club 

Accommodating events from 20 to 150 peopleFPO
55CountyLinesMagazine.com | April 2022 | County Lines54 County Lines | April 2022 | CountyLinesMagazine.com

http://FarmAtEaglesRidge.com
http://TheGablesAtChaddsFord.com
http://HarvestViewBarn.com
http://TheHighPointGV.com
http://GraceWinery.com
http://LifesPatina.com
http://ChesterCountyWedding.com
http://NormandyFarm.com
http://ShopTerrain.com
http://TheInnAtSwat.com
http://OspreyPoint.com
http://WildWisteriaBNB.com
http://CommunityArtsCenter.org
http://ChesterCoHistorical.org
http://DEContemporary.org
http://www.FI.edu
http://Hagley.org
http://MichenerArtMuseum.org
http://PAFA.org
http://Rockwood.org
http://WayneArt.org
http://Winterthur.org
http://BolingbrokeMansion.com
http://MorrisArboretum.org
http://TylerArboretum.org
http://Welkinweir.org
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com


TThe historic Oakbourne Mansion and surrounding 
park grounds offer multiple settings for indoor or 
outdoor weddings. The water tower is a unique 
focal point, and the mansion and carriage house 
with beautiful woodwork, copper details, and 
stained glass windows provide stunning back-
drops for your memories.

1014 South Concord Road, Westtown PA  
OakbourneMansion.org  •  610.692.1930
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A.J. Sullivan Photography

A.J. Sullivan Photography

Your Home 
Away from Home
Ageless grandeur 
blended with modern 
convenience makes 
Graystone Mansion a 
unique venue for weddings.

From its circular drive, to 
its gorgeous grounds, to 
its hardwood moldings, 
Graystone Mansion is the 
perfect host for catered 
events of distinction.

Graystone Mansion
In The Lukens Historic District

53 South First Avenue
Coatesville, PA 19320

610-384-9282
admin@steelmuseum.org

Historic Buildings

Anthony Wayne House at Historic  
Waynesborough
2049 Waynesborough Rd., Paoli
610-647-1779; PhilaLandmarks.org

Appleford
770 Mt. Moro Rd., Villanova
610-527-4280; ApplefordEstate.com

Duportail House
297 Adams Dr., Chesterbrook, Wayne
610-644-4840; DuportailHouse.com

Franklin Hall, Franklin Commons
400 Franklin Ave., Phoenixville
610-983-4640; FranklinCommonsEvents.com

Historic Rock Ford Plantation
881 Rockford Rd., Lancaster
717-799-8751; RockFordPlantation.org

John James Audubon Center
1201 Pawlings Rd., Audubon
610-990-3411; JohnJames.Audubon.org

Manor House at Springton Manor Farm
860 Springton Rd., Glenmoore
610-733-2516; SpringtonManorFarm.com

Merion Tribute House
625 Hazelhurst Ave., Merion Station
610-664-1267; TributeHouse.com

Phoenixville Foundry
2 North Main St., Phoenixville. 610-917-8400; 
PhoenixvilleFoundry.com

Radnor Hunt
826 Providence Rd., Malvern
610-644-4439; RadnorHunt.org

The Sage Farmhouse 
5561 Pennell Rd., Media
610-361-9301; SageFarmhouse.com

Saturday Club
117 West Wayne Ave., Wayne
610-688-9746; SaturdayClub.org

University & Whist Club
805 North Broom St., Wilmington
302-658-5125; UniversityAndWhistClub.com

Wheatland
1120 Marietta Ave., Lancaster
717-392-4633; Wheatland.org

Other Venues & Rehearsal Dinners

Cairnwood Estate
1005 Cathedral Rd., Bryn Athyn
215-947-2004; Cairnwood.org

Chase Center on the Riverfront
815 Justison St., Wilmington
888-862-2787; CenterOnTheRiverfront.com

Manayunk Brewing Company
4120 Main St., Philadelphia
215-482-8220; ManayunkBrewery.com

Schools & Universities

Ballrooom at the Baldwin School
701 West Montgomery Ave., Bryn Mawr
484-988-2973; BaldwinEvents.com

Great Hall at Immaculata University
1145 King Rd., Immaculata
610-647-4400; Immaculata.edu

Perelman Quadrangle
at the University of Pennsylvania
Houston Hall, 3417 Spruce St., Rm. 307, Philadelphia 
215-898-5552; VPUL.UPenn.edu/PerelmanQuad

Valley Forge Military Academy
1001 Eagle Rd.,Wayne
610-989-1509; VFMAC.edu

Villanova University Conference Center
601 County Line Rd., Radnor  
610-519-7580; VillanovaConferenceCenter.com 

Transportation Venues

American Helicopter Museum
1220 American Blvd., West Chester
610-436-9600
AmericanHelicopter.Museum

New Hope Railroad
32 West Bridge St., New Hope
215-862-2332; NewHopeRailroad.com

Spirit of Philadelphia
866-455-3866

SpiritCruises.com/Philadelphia/Wedding/Venue © 

Wedding Venues & Services
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StyleWedding
Walter J. Cook
See ad on pg. 10
For over 75 years, Walter J. Cook Jeweler has worked with 
couples creating wedding jewelry for their special day and 
life thereafter. Schedule your in-person appointment with 
Michael Cook to complete the search for that perfect ring!

Christopher Chocolates
See ad on pg. 58
Personalize your wedding guest favors with Christo-
pher Chocolates’ decadent chocolates. Or pick from 
trays of chocolates, truffles and chocolate covered 
pretzels to add that sweet touch to your special day!
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S.A.C. Design
See ad on pg. 2
S.A.C. Design is a full-service 
floral and design event production 
website that loves creating new 
and unique designs for their clients. 
Whatever you envision for your 
wedding or special event can come 
to fruition because of the expertise 
and artistic expression of their 
talented designers.

Kati Mac Floral Designs
See ad on pg. 49
You have a vision. Kati Mac has a mission: making your 
wedding floral dreams come true! Call or email to order 
flowers for any occasion or schedule a consultation to 
bring your wedding day vision to life.

Mostardi Nursery
See ad on pg. 27
Love is in the air this spring season! Delicate 
air plants floating in handcrafted birch-bark 
covered hearts add a beautiful touch to an 
outdoor or rustic wedding.

Matlack Florist
See ad on pg. 58
Matlack Florist provides exquisite 
floral designs and personal 
service for your wedding day. 
Serving Chester County and 
beyond for over 40 years!

3519 West Chester Pike, Newtown Square, PA 
610.359.1669

www.Christopher-Chocolates.com

FILLED EGGS

EASTER GOODIES

WE SHIP EVERYWHERE!

Our own make ~ names free!

• Coconut Cream
• Raspberry Cream
• Fudge
• Vanilla Buttercream

• Jelly Beans
• Foiled Eggs
• Chocolates Bunnies

•  Peanut Butter & Fudge
• Peanut Butter
• Double Coconut

• Easter Mints
•  Gourmet Gift Baskets

best selection anywhere –
we’ll wrap and decorate them to order as you like.
EASTER BASKETS

SPLIT HOLLOW EGGS!
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Contemporary elegance meets historic charm in Malvern, 
PA. From our cathedral ceilings and fabulous dance floor to 
breathtaking ceremony options, The Farmhouse is the perfect 
setting for your special day.  Schedule a tour today!

Photography: Kristine Smith Photography
39 Contestoga Road,  M

alvern, PAFPO
59CountyLinesMagazine.com | April 2022 | County Lines58 County Lines | April 2022 | CountyLinesMagazine.com

http://CountyLinesMagazine.com
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com


MINI-MOONS 
Many couples are opting for a mini-moon 

after tying the knot. As it sounds, a mini-moon 
is a small-scale trip taken right after the wed-
ding, usually with a larger vacation planned 
later. Shorter than the traditional two-week 
honeymoon, mini-moons are more akin to a 
loooong weekend, stretching out to a max of 
around five days.

With USA Today reporting that 82% of new-
lyweds are taking a two- to five-day trip after 
their wedding, it’s clear mini-moons are quickly 
becoming the standard for modern couples. 

Initially gaining popularity as a low-cost al-
ternative to longer, traditional honeymoons, 
mini-moons may be the right fit for millennial 
couples. Many newlyweds find a grand vaca-
tion right after their wedding isn’t doable—
maybe it’s too big an expense after the cost of 
the wedding, or perhaps the couple can’t take 
more time off from work.

Mini-moons have been especially appealing 
to couples marrying during the pandemic. 
Dealing with ever-changing travel restrictions 
and safety guidelines, couples aren’t able to take 
the honeymoon of their dreams now. A more 
modest but immediate mini-moon still allows 

them the chance to relax and spend time to-
gether after the wedding, with the promise of 
an exotic getaway when conditions improve.

Besides practicality, mini-moons are much 
less stressful to plan and take than traditional 
honeymoons. There’s no pressure to cram in as 
many activities and experiences as possible. In-
stead, the focus is on relaxing and enjoying each 
other’s company with a few days of down-time 
before returning to their new everyday life.

When planning a mini-moon, experts rec-
ommend choosing a destination that minimiz-
es travel time. If you’re already traveling out of 
town for your wedding, consider staying on 
site a few extra days and indulging—upgrade 
your accommodations, order room service, 
splurge on a fancy dinner or two.

If you’re staying local, a good rule of thumb 
is to keep your mini-moon destination within 
train or driving distance—avoid the time, ex-
pense and hassles of air travel altogether. Visit a 
nearby city, or take a road trip to a local beach 
or the mountains. 

Or keep it hyper local—book a hotel or rent 
an Airbnb in your town and finally do every-
thing you and your partner have been meaning 
to try. Be a tourist in your hometown!

Local Getaways
Ready to start planning your 
own mini-, many or early moon? 
We have you covered. Check 
out these romantic destinations, 
just a road trip away from the 
Brandywine Valley.

ANNAPOLIS, MD 
Only a two-hour drive from 

Chester County, Annapolis is a 
great destination for couples look-
ing for something new without 
traveling too far. Called “The Mu-
seum Without Walls,” Annapolis 
is a contemporary city with a rich 
history. Visit museums and historic 
landmarks by day, and enjoy fine 
dining and nightlife in the evening. 
Located on the Chesapeake Bay, 

Annapolis offers plenty of outdoor 
activities—from fishing and sailing 
on the Bay to hiking and biking in 
the many parks and trails.

HERSHEY, PA
Hershey is home to more than the 

amusement park (though that’s al-
ways fun, too!). Book a stay at the 
Hershey Lodge or Hotel Hershey 
and see what makes “The Sweet-
est Place on Earth” so special. Get 
a glimpse into the town’s history at 
the Hershey Story Museum, or see 
how the chocolate gets made at 
Hershey’s Chocolate World. 

Indulge in a chocolate-themed 
spa day with your partner at 
MeltSpa or The Spa at the Hotel 
Hershey. And visit Hershey Gar-
dens to stroll among 500 butter-
flies at the Butterfly Atrium or come 
face-to-face with a falcon at the 
Hotel Hershey’s falconry.

DELAWARE BEACHES 
There’s something for everyone 

at Delaware’s beaches. After a 
long day of surf and sun, Reho-
both’s famous boardwalk offers 
food, rides and live music at the 
Bandstand. Or dance the night 
away at Dewey Beach’s nightclubs 
and bayside bars. For a romantic 
evening, visit historic Lewes for 
fine dining, shopping and a quiet 
stroll along the canal. 

Need to get away from it all? 
Walk the wildflower trails of Cape 
Henlopen State Park to one of Del-
aware’s oldest lighthouses.

IT’S NO SECRET THAT WEDDINGS 
look different these days. In these chang-
ing (I won’t say “unprecedented”) times, 

couples are modifying and making new 
traditions that work for them. 

The same goes for honeymoons. Newly-
weds are finding unique ways to get away 
for together time after the wedding. In 
short, they’re redefining honeymoons as 
we have known them. 

Here are three of the biggest trends we’ve 
seen in post- (and pre-) wedding travel.

NEWLYWEDS ARE 
FINDING NEW WAYS 
TO HONEYMOON.

Shannon Montgomery

MoonsNew
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OVER 300 YEARS OF HISTORY WITH JUST TWO FAMILIES

Springdale Farm 

MANY FARMS IN CHESTER COUNTY HAVE A 
long history and storied past. But few can compete 
with Springdale Farm in Pennsbury Township.

Yes, there’s a Wikipedia entry and a few different names 
throughout the years (Elwood Farm, and its informal name, 
the Mendenhall farm). Plus newspaper stories of the dairy farm 
and equestrian center’s rise and fall during the turbulent times 
around 2007.

Yet what might be most remarkable is that in the 300+ years 
since the original 2,000-acre land grant from William Penn, 
with whom the original owners traveled from England, only 
two families have called this place home. The Mendenhall family 
lived at Springdale Farm for eight generations and were one of 
the first families to settle on the west bank of the Brandywine 
River. And for less than five years, the Keller family created their 
dream home there.

Recognized as the oldest continuously run farm in Pennsylva-
nia (National Register of Historic Places designation in 1973), 
Springdale Farm has been lovingly restored and brought back 
from “demolition by neglect,” as a local newspaper described its 
sad state.

FROM NEGLECT TO SHOWHOUSE
Springdale Farm—which actually does have springs surround-

ing it, as well as a converted springhouse—is now 11+ acres of 
mostly flat, open land dotted with towering hemlocks, sycamores 
and other old-growth trees. “Four acres to the front of the proper-
ty are under a conservation easement,” says owner Melanie Keller, 
as are portions of several neighboring properties in the lightly 
developed rolling hills of southern Chester County.

A stately three-story historic stone farmhouse, with a limestone 
façade and fieldstone sides, is the centerpiece of the property. 

Laurel Anderson

[ ]Home of the Month

MANY MOONS
Other couples choose the many moon route. Instead of one 

long vacation or one short mini-moon, this option is a series of 
shorter trips throughout the couple’s first year—or years—of 
marriage. 

Around the same length as a mini-moon, many moons differ 
in a key way: while the mini-moon usually precedes a traditional 
honeymoon, couples who take many moons forgo the one big 
trip altogether for a series of smaller trips spread out over time.

Many moons offer some of the same benefits as mini-moons. 
They’re more practical for many couples whose work schedules 
don’t allow them to get away for two weeks after time away 
for their wedding. It’s often easier to make time to get away if 
you plan shorter trips, taking advantage of long weekends and 
work holidays.

There’s also less pressure: instead of trying to plan that memo-
rable “perfect” honeymoon, newlyweds can try a variety of desti-
nations and activities in several trips. 

Another benefit is many moons can be customized to fit your 
and your partner’s interests. Some couples jump around the map, 
trying as many globe-trotting experiences and exotic locales as 
possible. Others design their many moons around a theme, like 
visiting historic landmarks or focusing on national parks. 

There’s no wrong way to spend your many moons—the goal is 
quality time with your new spouse.

EARLY MOONS
Another trending option is the early moon, when couples take 

a trip before the wedding. An attractive feature of early moons is 
that they can be combined with any post-wedding vacation—
honeymoon, mini-moon or many moons.

The early moon is a cure for wedding planning stress, giving 
couples an opportunity to connect and decompress before the big 
day. And your early moon can be as big or as small as you want  
(and can afford!). 

Some couples take trips across the country, while others keep it 
simple. A weekend at the shore or the Poconos, or even a stayca-
tion, can be a great way to spend scheduled one-on-one time with 
your soon-to-be spouse without the trip becoming another source 
of stress during an already-hectic time.

Nowadays there are plenty of options for couples looking to 
get away together. Whether you choose a mini-moon, many 
moons or early moon, remember the goal is to spend quality 
time with your partner. 

Wedding planning can be overwhelming and stressful, so plan 
to make time to unwind and live in the moment. Happy trails! ©FPO
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To the right, spanning the width of the house, is a spacious, modern 
living room, with twin brick fireplaces. The dining room, with another 
fireplace, this one made of stone, is to the left. Gorgeous reclaimed wood 
floors throughout most of this level were made from wood taken from the 
farm’s former barn. Original floors remain in the 18th-century portion 
of the home. Windows in thick walls display the characteristic slant of 
colonial design.

A new vaulted-ceiling, east-facing kitchen and family room are flooded 
with light. This stunning space is anchored by a 15-foot quartz island—
the dream of any cook, along with Wolf range and Sub-Zero fridge—and 
overlooks the large Trex deck and views of the property.

A mudroom, dry bar and powder room complete the first floor.
The second floor is home to the primary suite with its enviable bath 

and slipper soaking tub. Ample storage is found in a walk-in closet with 
built-ins, another walk-in closet with shelves, and a storage room by the 
convenient second-floor laundry room.

A second bedroom and bath are on the second floor, with two addi-
tional bedrooms, both with en suite baths, on the third floor.

Now completely restored, historic Springdale Farm is ready for a third 
family to call it home. ©

For more about this 4-bedroom, 4.5-bath, historic home on 11+ acres in Pennsbury 
Township, contact Stephen Gross of The Holly Gross Group, Berkshire Hathaway, Fox 
& Roach, 610-430-3030 (office), 484-883-0681 (cell); HollyGrossGroup.com. Price 
upon request.

The four-bedroom, four-and-a-half bathroom home is comprised 
of the original 1748 structure, an 1836 expansion and the Kellers’ 
modern addition. 

Several outbuildings—including a one-bedroom tenant house, 
charming she shed with fireplace and original beams, and the ruins 
of a massive stone bank barn—are also on the property.

Today’s picture-perfect Federal-style home is a far cry from the 
neglected building the Kellers visited after a two-year search for a 
new home and another property to restore. “We’ve restored about 
15 to 20 properties together,” says Melanie, referring to husband, 
Kevin, who is often the general contractor.

And that experience is why the couple was willing to enter the shell 
of the home. A strong storm may well have finished the demolition 
by neglect, but for the Kellers’ intervention.

Melanie remembers, “The whole house was boarded up. We had 
to remove boards to get in the door. There was no light inside be-
cause the windows were boarded, too. Vines were growing through 
the cracks, inside the house.”

A visit to nearby Oakdale—a “twin” property with a similar struc-
ture that had been restored “to the nines”—confirmed their vision of 
what the house could be. And the level, well-preserved floors were 
evidence of a strong foundation of the home.

After waiting a month, the Kellers made their offer and bought 
the property in late 2017. Another year was needed to secure per-
mits. Then West Chester-based architect Dale Frens developed 
the design, Dan Smucker did the construction, and Chris Lapp 
of Buena Vista Restorations handled the extensive masonry work, 
as Kevin oversaw the project. The Kellers moved into their dream 
home in late 2019.

NEW SPRINGDALE FARM
“I wanted to create a comfortable farmhouse feeling,” says Mel-

anie, walking through the center hall, now filled with natural light. 
“Keep the best of the old, mixed with the new,” she continues as she 
points out exposed stone walls, preserved beams, granite thresholds, 
archways and other details of the original structures.FPO
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Some Minor 
Thoughts on 
Craft Beer

2SP Brewery Dogfish Head

to my Dogfish Head years (2010–2014) and 60% would have 
sipped a craft beer. 

That day in January, everyone in the room raised their hand. 

GROWTH SPURTS
Thinking back on my 15+ years in the industry, I’ve witnessed the 

most exciting and intoxicating period in the evolution of beer brew-
ing. Sadly, it feels like now we’ve reached the limit of rapid growth 
and expansion—that we’ve reached the proverbial Pacific. 

Yes, I have my gut feelings, but the numbers back me up. Brewery 
production data from the Brewers Association—the American craft 
beer trade group—shows dramatic changes have occurred in a little 
over ten years. 

First, a few technical points: Regional Breweries (like Yards, Dog-
fish Head) produce over 15,000 barrels annually (bbls); Microbrew-
eries (like 2SP, Love City) between 15,000bbls and 1,000bbls; and 
Small Breweries (like East Branch, Hidden River) under 1,000bbls. 
(The data is incomplete because some small breweries don’t report, 
but those omissions wouldn’t change the large trends below.) 

Regional Breweries Microbreweries Small Breweries

YEAR # Breweries Barrels # Breweries Barrels # Breweries Barrels

2008 64 6,826,868 464 3,949,034 967 386,829

2013 116 12,215,735 693 2,471,181 2,090 693,610

2019 184 13,905,286 1,570 5,240,313 4,818 1,453,027

Let’s focus on 2008, 2013 and 2019 because each of those years 
represents new trends in the craft beer industry. In 2008, there were 
a few powerhouse Regional Breweries with national distribution, 
and in their wake were muscular Microbreweries on the cusp of 
moving up to the next rank. 

The huge growth spurt in 2013 in the number of Regional Brew-
eries came from the Microbreweries, class of 2008. Small Breweries 
were also growing during that period, but there was a relatively low 
number of them in 2013 compared to today. 

From 2013 to 2019 the Regional Brewery segment grew at a 
much slower rate in number and volume compared with both the 
Micro- and Small Breweries. Those grew in the triple digits during 
that explosive six-year period. 

MORE EVERYTHING
So, what were the trends during that time frame? 
Back in 2006 there were new breweries in California, Delaware, 

Pennsylvania, Minnesota and Oregon that were coming onto the 
scene with a seductive and rebellious attitude, providing a new gos-
pel to the fermented world. And that gospel sang to a thirsty group 
of drinking evangelists, like the TV character Tim the Toolman 
Taylor, “more power!” Which translated to more hops, more alco-
hol, more styles. This was a shock and awe period of brewing that 
changed the landscape for craft beer.

By default, shock and awe eventually turns into placid and mun-
dane. Craft beer was by then showing up on grocery store shelves 
and sports bar tap lines, no longer exclusively at the one-beer bar in 
Bumbleville or that exclusive bottle shop in Center City. 

SMALL BREWERIES, BIG PLAYERS
But craft beer is an industry that thrives on excitement and desire 

for the new, and it was the Small Breweries sprinkled around the 
country that next captured the zeitgeist. 

Holding the craft trendsetter’s captive were New England and 
Hazy IPAs, Fruited Kettle Sours, Pastry Stouts—a series of new 
styles created and produced almost exclusively by Small Breweries. 

IN 2006, I GOT A CALL FROM BOSTON BEER, THE 
makers of Sam Adams. It was just after my first semester of 
grad school in California, and I was ready to go all in on a 

PhD program. 
“Hi, Mike. We’re excited to see you applied for our beer ambassa-

dor position. Got time for an interview?” I didn’t apply, and how did 
they get my number? Ah, of course. The guys at the local beer bar 
must have given them my digits. After all, I had a deep knowledge 
of craft beer, and I’m such a social, affable guy. 

I did the interview and quickly called my mom back in Pennsyl-
vania. The conversation went like this.

“Ma, Sam Adams wants me.” 
“Oh great! I sent them your resume.” 
“Wait, what?!”
“Honey, you know how much I love you. Well, I’ve been reading 

your essays and talked with some of your classmates. I don’t think 
grad school is for you.”

She was right. Maybe a career slinging suds presented a bright-
er future. And Boston Beer did the right thing and passed on me. 

Instead, at 22, I got a sales job with Oregon-based Rogue Ales & 
Spirits, a company that sought to employ the unemployable.

CRAFT EVOLUTION
Back in 2006, the craft beer industry was a lot different than it 

is today. A lot. Unlike today’s industry standards, a brewery could 
give someone like me an insanely big sales territory with the rea-
sonable expectation of explosive growth (with Rogue I managed all 
of Southern/Central California along with Las Vegas). There are 
not many industries that were growing like craft beer during those 
early years. 

Today, craft beer is in a much different place. 
Earlier this year I gave a talk to a group about our little Delco 

brewery, 2SP. I’ve been doing these talks for years—at Rogue, then 
later with Dogfish Head Brewery. Who we are, what we brew, and 
maybe spice things up with tales of run-ins with the cops. 

This time something felt different. In those early Rogue years, 
if I asked the group “How many of you have tried craft beer?” 
about 15% of the room would raise their hand. Fast forward 

Mike Contreras, 2SP Brewing Company

FPO
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(Regional Breweries recently got behind them but were extremely 
reluctant.) 

Those new styles are often not shelf stable (exploding cans!). Plus, 
these beers have an extremely short quality window and were sold in 
a format entirely unfamiliar to big brewers (16-oz. cans in 4-packs). 

As the exclusive producers of those styles, Small Breweries thrived. 
A brewery’s Instagram post announcing a new can release just hours 
before opening could produce lines out their door.

Today those customer lines are shorter and less frequent. The new 
styles have lost some zip because the sheer number of releases diluted 
their distinctiveness. 

And this, beer fans, leaves an opening for the next trend, a new 
cultural moment in craft beer. I don’t know what it will look like 
just yet, but I am hopeful. My best bet is that the next phase will 
have a huge emphasis on quality and less on quirky marketing as in 
years past.

Back in 2006, my mom liked the thought of me in a field I was 
passionate about, built around the idea that regular Joes and Janes 
could buy a local world-class beer for a few dollars more than a 
mass-produced lager by a faceless conglomerate. 

Today, that idea is truer than it has ever been. 
So, cheers to my mom! And to craft beer! ©

Rogue Ales & Spirits

Mike Contreras is the Director of Sales & 
Marketing at Aston’s 2SP Brewing Company, 
a small brewery founded in 2015 that has 
distribution in Southeastern Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, New York, New Jersey 
and Japan.

PHOTO CONTEST

1. Like and follow us on Facebook @CountyLinesMagazine.
2.  Upload & hashtag your one best photo 

#chestercountyinbloom 
OR send it to info@valleydel.com.

3. Tell us when and where it was taken.

ENTRIES MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY MAY 7, 2021.Check website for rules

CHESTER COUNTYCHESTER COUNTYCHESTER COUNTY

Send us your best photo of beautiful blooms in Chester County!

The winner receives a  
Family Membership 

to Longwood Gardens
(up to 5 people)!

photo contest

CHESTER COUNTY 
in Bloomin Bloom

A few of our favorite things to share this month about local food and drink[ ]Food News

Tastes of Spring. Spring has sprung—and so has fresh 
produce. Asparagus and strawberries are approaching peak season, 
so what better place to get your pick than a local farm? Try Mal-

vern’s Sugartown Strawberries for farm fresh 
asparagus and sweet strawberries—perfect 

for your Easter meal. Plus their Country 
Store features homemade cheeses, fruit 
jams and honey harvested from their 
very own beehives. Or check out local 
farmers markets listed in our Events 

section. 650 Sugartown Rd., Malvern. 
SugartownStrawberries.com. 

Local Eats. Looking for 
something new? We got you. 
MaGerk’s opens a new location 
in Exton this month, featuring 
pub favorites like burgers, wings 
and their specialty MaGerk’s 
mac-n-cheese. For Asian cui-
sine, head to Exton’s Issho to 
enjoy sushi, sashimi and their 
signature rolls. Choose from 
24 varieties, from crazy tuna to 
orange dragon. And blend your own wine at family-owned 
Vino Bambino Winery in Broomall and make a toast to 
yourself. MaGerksPub.com. IsshoExton.com. VinoBambino.us. 

All Aboard! Ride the rails to Bryn Mawr, where The Pullman Restaurant & Bar 
opens this spring, replacing Tango Restaurant at the Bryn Mawr train station. Inspired 
by 1940s railcar dining and décor, The Pullman will serve lunch, dinner and dessert 
using the freshest local ingredients. Plus they’ll feature small plates and artisanal cocktails, 
craft beers and wine to enjoy alongside live music at their sleek and chic Pullman Main 
Bar and Piano Lounge. 39 Morris Ave., Bryn Mawr. ThePullmanRestaurant.com.  

Cheers to April! 
Did you know April 7 is 
National Beer Day? A 
great time to celebrate beer, 
derived from one of the 
world’s oldest recorded rec-
ipes, dating back about 5000 
years. Also on April 7—in 
1933—President Franklin 
Roosevelt signed a law 
allowing the sale of beer, 
signaling the end of Pro-
hibition. Mark the date at 
your local brewery, sharing 
a pint with close friends. Or 
if you’re feeling adventurous, 
follow the Brandywine 
Valley Brew Scene’s trail. 
BVBrewScene.com. 

Easter Goodies. Easter: the perfect time to get your 
chocolate fix, and local chocolate shops know just how to satisfy. 
Newtown Square’s Christopher Chocolates offers classic Easter 
sweets like chocolate bunnies, both hollow and solid, and they’ll 
even write your name on their chocolate Easter eggs—the per-
fect gift. Or head to West Chester’s newish Kilwins to dig into their 
assorted Easter baskets stuffed with chocolates galore, from bunny ears 
to cream-filled Easter eggs. Christopher-Chocolates.com. Kilwins.com. FPO
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Ramp Oil  
Ramps are vibrant green and magnificently bold in their flavor, but the 
window for finding them and enjoying them is quite short. Should you 
be lucky enough to get your hands on some, the recipe below will help 
you to extend the enjoyment. 

Tim’s Pressed Ramp Oil:

1 bunch of ramp leaves (about 10)
1–2 C. high quality olive oil*

*Note: Tim says it’s really up to you 
how much oil you use. He likes to 
keep his ramp oil dark green and 
get as much of that great ramp 
flavor as possible. 

Once the tops are washed, put 
the ramps into a pot to blanch quickly in boiling water. Then move 
into an ice bath. This breaks up the leaves and extracts more of the 
juices. Let them sit for about 15 minutes. 

Next, use a piece of fine cheesecloth or an old dishtowel to squeeze 
the ramps and let the juice drip into a bowl. Squeeze like your life 
depends on it!

Blend this beautiful green liquid into good quality olive oil. I blend 
it slowly to get the color and flavor I’m looking for.

And that’s it! Told you it’s easy. 
Store in the fridge for up to a month.
This green liquid-gold can and should be used on anything savory. 

My favorite is what we call the “cheesy boy.” It’s a non-sauced pizza 
with about seven or eight different cheeses on it, plus a little garlic, 
black sesame seeds and a drizzle of ramp oil. It’s phenomenal!

**Note: Another method for creating ramp oil is to use a high-pow-
ered blender to pulverize the ramp tops into the oil and then strain 
them with fine cheesecloth. This method can be used with spring 
onions as well.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Vernal Green Soup

This fresh yet creamy soup can be served warm or at room temperature. 
It’s perfect for early spring when we still need warming foods but have 
begun yearning for more freshness. It can be adapted to use whatever 
foraged or market-bought greens you have on hand.

4 T. butter
1 medium onion, diced
1 T. olive oil
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tsp. tarragon
2 tsp. ground sage
5 baby potatoes, quartered
1 C. whole milk
2 C. chicken broth 
5 loose cups spring greens and alliums,

washed, dried and chopped. *See note
Salt and pepper to taste

*Note: This can be a combination of whatever is available and can 
include ramps, arugula, sorrel dandelion, watercress, spring onion, 
parsley or even spinach. Aim to have a balance of pungent and neu-
tral greens. For example, 1–2 cups chopped bitter/pungent greens 
(ramps, arugula, dandelion, chives, garlic mustard) and 3–4 cups 
neutral greens (parsley, watercress, kale and spinach).

To begin, melt 3 tablespoons of butter in a heavy-bottomed pot 
over medium-high heat. Stir or swirl the pan. Just as the butter begins 
to brown, turn the heat down to medium.

Here are a few simple foraging guidelines to help ensure it’s a 
safe, satisfying and sustainable practice. 

1. Lots to Learn: Each plant, fungi or fruit has its own unique char-
acteristics—where to find it, what to look for, look-alike species 
and safe handling methods. It’s better to start with a few well-re-
searched items than to cast a wide, less certain net. Tim suggests 
reading up in books or local forums, signing up for classes and 
finding a mentor or more experienced foraging partner. 

2. Get Permission: Once you start recognizing various species, 
you’ll find you notice them almost everywhere. From a wooded 
area on the side of the road to a stump in a neighbor’s yard. It’s 
important to have permission to be on the land and to harvest 
there. Tim says, “If I’m driving down the road and see a big puff-
ball (mushroom) in someone’s yard, I knock on the door and ask 
about it.”

3. Sacred Spots: Practiced foragers often have particular places to 
find certain items. “If I take you to my spot, that’s sacred turf,” Tim 
says. That’s more of a code of conduct than a hard and fast rule, 
but it’s observed widely among foraging friends.

4. Split the Goods: Again, less of a rule, more of a custom, but 
Tim believes the best way to divide up a collection is equally.  
“Everyone shares what we get. If we find one mushroom and we 
are with three people, everyone gets a share,” he says.

5. Storing and preserving: Once you’re well-versed in the identifi-
cation and harvesting process, you’ll want to find ways to preserve 
your bounty. Tricks like sun-drying mushrooms or blending herbs/
alliums in oil and freezing help extend the short seasons.

Ground Rules

FORAGING FOR FOOD, ONCE A NECESSITY FOR  
survival, is now making a resurgence as a hobby. Home enthu-
siasts and professional chefs alike scramble each season to claim 

their share of these forest-found treasures. From homely dandelion 
greens to sought-after morels, foraged goods have become highly 
coveted ingredients. 

“People are getting tired of packaged things. They are looking for a 
life that touches the soil in a different way,” says Tim Mountz, owner 
of Happy Cat Farm in Kennett Square. He attributes the recent rise 
in seed and seedling sales to people turning towards more natural, 
work-with-your-hands pastimes. He sees foraging as a natural exten-
sion of gardening. He laughs and says, “You’re outside pulling weeds 
and wonder, could I eat this?” And often, the answer is yes!

Tim found his love of all things outdoors and edible early in 
life. His four local grandparents, whom he describes as “people of 
the land,” were constantly taking advantage of the abundance all 
around them—elderberries, wild raspberries, wineberries, wild mint 
and watercress.

Tim says one of his favorite 
parts of foraging is that short, 
exciting window for finding 
each unique flavor. “I’m one 
of those people who loves 
foods that are hard to get,” he 
admits. If he had to pick just 
two foraged favorites, he says 
he’d pick spring ramps and 
fall pawpaws. Ramps because 
they come up for such a short 
time, and pawpaws because 
of their abundant harvest and 
diversity of uses.

One of the tenets of Happy 
Cat Farm is education, and as 

one of Tim’s mentors once said, “Pass along a piece of our passion.” 
By teaching people around him to respect, celebrate and forage the 
land, he is honoring and sharing his raison d’etre.

The idea of teaching came as Tim prepared for the birth of his 
child. He knew he needed to reduce the number of plant shows and 
amount of travel he was doing. But Tim also knew it would leave a 
void, since interacting with the public and talking about what he loves 
was so fulfilling for him. Around this time, someone asked if he’d lead 
a foraging course, and just like that ‘Foraging School’ was created.

After seeing the success of their first “school,” Tim started expanding 
offerings, which eventually turned into Tomato, Pizza, Bread, Polenta, 
Taco and Hot Sauce Schools. The pandemic has forced a mix of 
in-person and virtual classes, but all of them come with ingredients 
and seeds to allow you to “play and create,” Tim says proudly.

Foraging, in particular, can be a little intimidating. Not knowing 
where to start and the fear of harvesting something poisonous often 
stop people before 
they even start. But 
Tim suggests starting 
small-—get a plant 
ID book and enlist a 
knowledgeable friend 
or guide, and slowly 
but surely your con-
fidence and repertoire 
will grow. Below are 
some tips, guidelines 
and recipes to get you 
going on your gath-
ering journey.

Alyssa Thayer

Foraged Goods
A RETURN TO THE TIME-

HONORED PASTIME OF SEEKING 
AND GATHERING EDIBLE 

INGREDIENTS FROM 
THE WILDERNESS

[ ]Brandywine Table

Tim’s daughter, Signy, with a pawpaw 
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Tim Mountz, owner of Happy Cat Farm, with his wife, Amy, and 
daughter, Signy, at Longwood Gardens (where Amy works).

Tim and some friends at their 
secret pawpaw harvesting spotFPO

71CountyLinesMagazine.com | April 2022 | County Lines70 County Lines | April 2022 | CountyLinesMagazine.com

http://CountyLinesMagazine.com
http://CountyLinesMagazine.com


(depending on how cheesy you like it)
2 T. olive oil 
2 oz. dried mushrooms, rehydrated, dried and chopped,

or about 10 oz. of fresh mushrooms, chopped
½ large onion, finely chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
3–4 sprigs of fresh thyme, leaves removed from stems
1 tsp. ground sage
1 tsp. arrowroot
Salt and pepper to taste
Optional: Maldon sea salt to finish

*Polenta Note: Depending on the size and type of polenta/corn grits 
you use, cooking times can range drastically (up to 45 minutes). This 
recipe used Bob’s Red Mill, which is quick cooking.

In a large pot, bring water and 2 cups of broth to a boil. Whisk 
in polenta and a pinch of salt and pepper and reduce heat to medi-
um-low. Continue stirring every few minutes (to keep it from sticking 
to the bottom) until mixture thickens.

Once thick, turn the heat down to low, and place the lid on top, 
allowing the mixture to absorb any additional liquid (5 minutes).

*Note: If it thickens too much or is sticking too much, add a bit of 
hot water to loosen it up (a few spoonfuls at a time). 

Stir in 1 tablespoon of butter and Parmesan cheese before serving.
While polenta cooks, heat a cast iron skillet or heavy frypan over 

medium-high heat. Add olive oil and wait for it to get hot before 
adding mushrooms and a generous pinch of salt and pepper. Stir 
once to coat and then allow to cook undisturbed for 3–4 minutes 
before stirring and allowing to soften and brown on another side for 
an additional 3–4 minutes (6–8 minutes total). Add a tablespoon of 
oil if the pan seems dry.

**Note: Mushrooms need ample space to brown and soften. If the 
pan seems crowded or they are overlapping, cook them in batches.

Once mushrooms have released their moisture and are browning, 
add remaining 2 tablespoons of butter, allowing it to melt and 
bubble. Turn heat down to medium and add garlic, onion and herbs. 
Sauté until fragrant and soft (3–4 minutes).

In a small bowl, whisk arrowroot into the remaining ½ cup of 
broth. Pour arrowroot slurry over top of the mushroom pan, stirring 
as it cooks to loosen any flavorful bits from the pan. Allow water to 
cook out for a minute or two more, and then it will begin to thicken. 
Depending on whether you used salted or unsalted butter, you may 
want to add one additional pinch of salt to taste.

Serve in a shallow bowl with a bed of warm polenta and the sau-
téed mushrooms spooned over top. Tim likes to top with Maldon 
sea salt and a drizzle of the ramp oil.

Serves 4. 

Wilted Dandelion Salad 

Turns out those pesky, ubiquitous weeds all over your yard are not only 
edible, they’re delicious. Dandelion greens have a fresh, slightly bitter 

flavor that stands up well to the sweet and savory of this dressing. 
Enjoy salad as-is, or top with a grilled protein or sliced hard boiled egg.

 

3 slices of bacon
1 shallot, thinly sliced
2 cloves garlic, minced
3 T. apple cider vinegar
1 T. Dijon mustard
1 T. olive oil
2 bunches of dandelion greens, chopped,

washed thoroughly and dried
½ C. slivered almonds
Salt and pepper to taste

In a large frypan, render bacon over medium heat. Cook 5 
minutes or so on each side, making sure it’s browned and crisp 
but not charred. Transfer to a plate covered in a paper towel to 
absorb any extra grease.

Turn heat up to medium-high and add shallots. Sauté for 1–2 
minutes until softened. Turn down heat to medium-low and add 
garlic and a pinch of salt and pepper. Sauté until fragrant and soft, 
being careful the garlic doesn’t burn (1–2 minutes).

Turn heat off and add olive oil, vinegar and mustard, and 
whisk. Stir to combine. Add chopped dandelion greens to a large 
bowl and start spooning warm dressing over top a bit at a time, 
tossing in between. By the end, greens should be well-coated and 
beginning to wilt.

Chop crispy bacon into small pieces and sprinkle overtop with 
slivered almonds and one more 
pinch of salt (I like to use flaked salt 
to finish) and pepper (fresh ground 
if you have it).

Enjoy right away.
Serves 4–6. ©

Alyssa Thayer found her love of food at an 
early age, frolicking around her mother’s 
organic farm and eating her weight in berries 
and snap peas each summer. She is a self-pro-
claimed urban farm girl, whose mission is to 
bring inspired ideas to life, passionate people 
together, and good food to every table. For more great recipes visit

CountyLinesMagazine.com

Add onion, sauté until soft and translucent (about 4 minutes). 
Add olive oil, garlic, herbs and a hearty pinch of salt and pepper. 
Cook for an additional minute. Add potatoes and cook (still over 
medium heat) for an additional few minutes. 

Meanwhile, in a small pot, bring milk and stock to a simmer. Pour 
simmering stock mixture into the pot with potatoes and aromatics 
and bring back to a simmer for 10–15 minutes, or until potatoes 
have softened.

Add greens and simmer for 1–2 extra minutes, until they have 
completely wilted and softened. 

Using either an immersion blender or a stand-up blender, blend 
until smooth. Return to pot over low heat (using extreme caution 
when pouring your hot soup from pot to blender). Stir in the last 
tablespoon of butter and an additional pinch of salt and pepper to 
taste. Allow flavors to meld (2 minutes). Stir in vinegar and bring 
back up to a simmer for 1 minute before serving.

Serve topped with croutons or toasted nuts, and a little of that 
ramp oil.

Serves 4–6.
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Pan-seared Maitake Mushrooms Over Polenta 

This dish can be made with fresh or sun-dried hen of the woods (aka 
maitake mushrooms). Tim says he loves drying his foraged mushrooms 
because they keep for so long and rehydrate so well.
Tim says this recipe is only a suggestion. “People tend to have big opin-
ions on how to cook polenta. I think that’s one of the reasons I love 
it. I love food that people are so passionate about that they will stop 
talking to you if you say you do it a different way,” he says.

Dried Mushrooms 101

Drying Mushrooms:
Start by slicing the mushrooms into thin slices (¾”), then put 

the slices in the sun on a hot sunny day (once we have those again) 
and it will dry pretty quickly. Once they’re completely dehydrated, 
store them in a brown paper bag away from humidity and direct 
light. If handled correctly, they can last a year or two. Bonus: The 
sunlight increases the vitamin D in the mushroom, making it an 
even bigger superfood. 

Rehydrating Mushrooms:
There are different ways to rehydrate. If you have time, soaking 

them for a long time in cool water (12–24 hours) keeps their flavor 
at its best. If pressed for time, simply pour 2 cups of boiling water 
over them and wait 20–30 minutes until soft.

No matter which method you use, make sure to rinse them well 
and dry before use. 

1 C. water
2½ C. vegetable or mushroom broth
1 C. polenta
3 T. butter (1 for polenta, 2 for mushrooms)
1/3–½ C. Parmesan cheese

While the farm fields still lay mostly barren, out in the woods, fresh, 
green shoots are bursting onto the scene for their April debut. Here 
are a few early arrivals on the foraging scene:

Ramps: (Allium tricoccum; aka wild leeks) are a good beginner 
plant. Tim says they’re great because there are no look-alikes that 
also smell like onion.

Harvest sustainably: Because ramps are becoming so popular 
to forage, their abundance is dwindling. Help patches continue to 
flourish by only harvesting leaves and allowing the bulb to continue 
to regrow.

Tasting notes: They have a delightfully bright and pungent flavor 
that works well in place of garlic, leeks or spring onions. They can 
be grilled, sautéed or blended into a sauce or pesto.

Morels: Tim says,“They’re brown in a season that is brown,” 
making them tricky to find. But they have an exceptional woodsy, 
nutty flavor, which makes them culinary gold. 

Where and when to find: These special fungi arrive on the scene 
in early to mid-April and often grow in small clusters around par-
ticular trees, such as ash and elm.

Avoid fakes: It’s important to have these mushrooms properly 
identified as there is a similar “false morel” that can have very 
adverse effects if eaten.

Fiddleheads: These are the tightly wound ferns of early spring. 
These natural formations have long been a part of Native Amer-
ican art and medicine, but only recently become a more main-
stream culinary delicacy.

Types: There are two types that are edible and others that can 
be quite toxic. The most commonly found and eaten variety is the 
ostrich. These still have trace amounts of toxins, so they must be 
cooked for at least 5 minutes before eating.

Tasting notes: They’re fresh tasting with a crisp texture. Because 
of their delicate flavor profile, they’re best paired with subtle, soft 
herbs (mint, dill) rather than pungent alliums or hard herbs (sage, 
rosemary).

Prepare by boiling briefly (2 min.) before sautéeing. Wash just 
before cooking, since moisture will cause them to spoil.

Other General Resources:

• Pennsylvania Foragers Club
• Pennsylvania Mushroom Hunters 
• Wild Foodies of Philly
• Chester County Mycology Facebook page

Spring Spotlight 
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